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^Mt aj $lxa&t Jsland and |rj(ruM£«a |Iantate«. 

Secretary's Office, Providence, 
February, 1856. 

To the Honorable General Assemblyy 

I have the honor to submit to you the Second Report on the Registration of 
Births, Marriages and Deaths in this State. It covers the period from June 
1st, 1853, to the end of the year 1854. This space of time is subdivided in 
the Tables of this Report into two periods, the first extending from June 1st to 
December 31st, 1853, and the second including the whole year 1854. The rea- 
son for these seven months of 1853 being thus left to make one period of regis- 
tration is, that the law has been changed so as to make the R^istry year cor^ 
respond to the Calendar year. 

The statute authorizes me to look to a Committee of the Rhode Island Medi- 
cal Society for aid in preparing this Report. Such a Committee has been 
appointed and permanently exists. Dr. Joseph Mauran being its Chairman. 
Dr. Mauran has found it necessary to place the work of preparation in other 
hands, retaining an active personal supervision over it. As mentioned in his 
accompanying letter, Dr. Thomas H. Webb, the able writer of the First Re- 
port, being engaged elsewhere, the present document has been prepared by 
Charles W. Parsons, M. D., of Providence. Wishing to submit it at your 
present session, I have not been able to give it a thorough examination, but am 
persuaded that you will find it contains facts and suggestions of great value. 

It will be for your wisdom to determine, in view of the acknowledged 
importance of a good registry system, whether more compensation should be 
allowed to the Town Clerks for performing their duties under the statute ; and 
whether other new and improved provisions may not be made for obtaining the 
facts. I would ask your attention to the suggestions in the letters from several 
Town Clerks, extracts from which are embodied in this Report. The value of 
the system depends essentially on the correctness and fullness of the first re- 
turns, and every reasonable facility and inducement should be offered to those 
whom we call on for the original facts. 

I respectfully recommend that an appropriation of dollars be made for 

the annual preparation of the Abstract and Report which I am required (by 
section 2d of the Statute) to make and publish. 

Respectfully submitted by 

JOHN R. BARTLETT, 
Secretary of State. 
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Providbnck, December, 1855. 
To the Honorable the Secretary of State : 

Dear Sir : — I received in order the State " Returns on the Registration of 
Births, Marriages, and Deaths," confided by the late Secretary and yourself to my 
special care, as Chairman of the Co-operating Committee of the Rhode Island Medi< 
cal Society. 

Owing to the change of time at which they were made returnable, under the 
amended Act of October, 1854, a period is embraced of nineteen months, viz. : 
from June 1, 1853, the termination of the last Report, to December 31, 1854. 
This change of time, you are aij^are, was effected through our immedid.te solicitation, 
to render our Reports more conformable to those of a like import^ abroad, and also 
in our own country, and consequently more conveniently available to the statist and 
statistician for general reference. After a careful and critical examination of the 
several returns, I am happy to acknowledge, that, although still meagre, and faulty 
in very many respects, they present a more promising aspect, generally, than those 
from which our " First Report " was, with so much unavoidable labor, arranged. 

I regret, however, to notice the unpardonable indifference and want of attention 
to the requirements of the law manifested by officials and others in many of our 
otherwise law-abiding and enterprising country communities, especially those em- 
bracing a large manufacturing and mechanical population ; as facts from such 
sources are particularly desirable in perfecting a statistical and sanitary survey. 

This class, densely populous along the borders of our mill-streams, living in 
ill-conditioned and badly ventilated apartments, hence subject largely to epidemic 
influences, should of all others be especially represented in a report, the perfect and 
successful completion of which will necessarily tend eventually to the development of 
measures in which the personal welfare, health and happiness of each individual 
composing such communities is immediately concerned. 

In this connection I would express my astonishment that parents, upon whom the 
simple duty is imposed of registering the births of their respective children, should 
be generally so neglectful of that all-important duty to their offspring. They cannot 
appreciate the fact, that through this r^istry alone, in case of the decease or abs^ce 
of parents and witnesses, (circumstances of every day occurrence,) can the child 
establish conclusively his age or l^al birth-right in cases of descent of property, or 
secure a legal settlement in the place of his nativity under the ills of partial incom- 
petency or absolute pauperism ; considerations of equal import therefore to each and 
every individual, be he rich or poor. A right to a legacy may depend solely upon 
this proof. Even in a strictly ^/la/jcm/ point of view, how necessary the establishment 
of the law, and still more its rigid and strict fulfilment. 

As I had occasion to say, in an address setting forth the inestimable advantages ^ 
of Registration, before our House of Representatives and Senate, in February, 
1850, pending the action of the respective Houses upon the passage of the original' 
act : " How many millions of property acquired and securely treasured up through 
the industry of our ancestry abroad, have been lost, or entirely unrealized by their 
legal descendants, inhabitants of this and other states. How much fruitless effort 
and litigation, through writs of error, reverse of judgment and demurrer, 
and what vast expenditures of money, of our very substance, hare been made in 
unavailing endeavors at recovery of entailed estates, and all for the mere lack of 
the connecting link, which would have been readily furnished by that species of evi- 
dence (the recorded fact) contemplated in the bill before you, had a similar law beem 
enacted and enforced, coeval with the early pilgrimage of the ptritan forefathers tO' 
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the shores of our New England alone ! Yes, millions of dollars, the well earned 
reward of the hardy and thriving industry of our ancestors now, and it is feared, 
ever will remain in the custody and under the control of the * British Crown,' which 
would have long since been realized and distributed to legitimate heirs jn this coun- 
try, but for the want of that perfect registration by our forefathers, of the Births, 
Marriages, and Deaths of their respective children. Nor is this peculiar state of 
circumstances owing to any want of disposition or desire on the part of our Father- 
land to ferret out and effect legal reversionary titles. England has many a time and 
oft, sought by special formal notices, legitimate heirs to these vast entailed estates 
among our transatlantic population, but in consequence of the lamentable defects in 
our ancient, and I might add racent, system of vital statistics, her endeavors have 
been in most cases wholly unavailing. Many instances might be referred to in 
confirmation of the above, but I will simply allude at present to the *Angell proper- 
ty,' rightfully belonging to heirs in this country, aye, in our very city, amounting in 
1825, to the enormous sum of five millions of pounds sterling : — Then again to the far- 
famed * Jennings Estate,' wherein an amount exceeding forty millions of dollars had 
accumulated in 1848, and for which legitimate heirs have been as yet sought unavail- 
ingly in this country, where they are presumed to, and undoubtedly do reside. How 
true the remark of an eminent English jurist, * that it is as necessary for the preser* 
vation of the rights of individuals to preserve a registry of Births, Marriages, and 
Deaths, as it is to preserve a registry of deeds.' 

" The sacredness with which the British laws are observed with regard to property 
is beautifully illustrated in this matter. Here is an immense estate, which was left 
fifty years ago without any owner, and as far as Government knew, without a proba- 
bility, after so great a lapse of time, of one being found ; but under the parental 
care of the laws, it is watched and cherished until, we suppose, it has trebled its 
original value. It is still held in trust, to be conveyer! to the heir, how remote or how 
far soever removed from allegiance to English sovereignty. 

" Mr. Emerson, in one of his recent lectures, related a similar incident to show 
the stability of the English laws. A man died seven hundred years ago, leaving a 
portion of his property to be invested in such a way as to supply a bait of bread 
and ale to whomsoever should apply for it. Notwithstanding revolution, civil war. 
and progress and change of all sorts, the bequest is as rigidly observed to-day as it 
was when it was first made. Mr. Emerson himself, to test the matter, enjoyed the 
benefit of this strange and remote charity." 

Again, evidences of relationship alone are easily lost among the lower, and indeed 
all classes of society. As remarked by me before our Historical Society, in a bio- 
graphical sketch of Some of our more prominent medical men of by-gone days, " it 
is truly astonishing, the apathy and indifference that exist, aye, absolute want of 
knowledge among men of the present business, age, of the names, lives and character 
of their ancestry, even for the short period of half a century. From personal ob- 
servation, I doubt whether it would be extravagant to declare that not one individual' 
out of ten of the general masses of society can give you reliable information touch- 
ing simply the Christian name of his grandfather, the maiden name of his grand- 
mother, or the actual birth-place of either ; and individuals are to be met with who- 
know not even the maiden name, or birth-place of their own mother." In a merely 
genealogical point of view then, how necessary the present system of registration,, 
especially in a State embracing a population so dense and migratory. 

We trust that from this time forward our entire adult population, and State 
authorities particularly, will look to these things and endeavor effectually to correct 
1* 
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their former unpardonable acts of omission, in this respeet, to themselves and pos- 
terity. 

True, we cannot expect, especially under our new, free institutions of govern- 
ment, either '^State or General, to establish and develop so perfect and complete a 
system of vital statistics as is found to exist in those embracing oldfer and more rigid 
forms of goverament, as Austria, Russia, France, Italy, &c., but it is confidently 
hoped that as our communities become more CDlightened, touching the great and 
manifold advantages of the system, a vastly increased attention and devotedness may 
be manifested by all in fulfilling strictly the lenient, but wholesome requirements of 
the law upon' which it is specially based ; and that our State, small in territory, may 
vie with her sister States in sustaining heartily and cheerfully the important cause 
which we have so largely at heart. 

Several of the Returns, from the imperfect manner in which they were made, 
have been necessarily re-copied, to arrange them for binding ; this extra duty has 
been accomplished under my orders, through you, and with great faithfulness and 
care — a labor which I trust, since the issue of your recent circular to the public 
officials, will hereafter be rendered unnecessary. 

After these preparatory arrangements, finding that, through my general profes- 
sional engagements, leisure was not afforded sufficient for making up the tables, ab- 
stracts and analysis, and being desirous that the work should be promptly and satis- 
factorily accomplished, I, after much solicitation, was enabled to secure for the 
emergency, the valuable services of my esteemed young friend, Charles W. Parsons, 
M. D., of this City, a gentleman of untiring industry and perseverance, and hence 
admirably adapted to the successful performance of the work. 

His labors, while in transitu, have been freely submitted in manuscript to my 
inspection and supervision, and it gives me pleasure to state, that they meet with my 
hearty approval and adoption, nor do I think they will be less appreciated by the 
Legislature, and others, enjoying an interest in statistical investigation and research. 

That they may meet with due consideration from yourself, is the confident hope 
and trust of, 

Dear Sir, yours, respectfully, &c., &e., 

J. MAURAN, 
Chairman Com. on Registration, R. I. Med. Society- 

To J»a R. Bartlbtt, Esq., Secretary of State, 



Providencb, February 5, 1856. 
Joseph Mauran,. M. D., Chairman of the Committee on Registration 

of the Rhode Island Medical Society : 
Dear Sir : — I herewith submit to you the Second Report on Registration of 
Births, Marriages and Deaths in this State, prepared under direction of your Com- 
mittee. The document has been written in unavoidable haste, as the Returns were- 
not placed in my hands till early in November last. Since that time I have given 
to it all the leisure I could obtain, but no one knows better than yourself the great 
difficulty of following up any continuous study, in the midst of the confining and 
irregular engagements of a physician's life. I particularly regret two things ; that 
I waa unable to make extensive comparisons of our statistics with those of other 
places, since it is by means of such comparisons that these studies become most val- 
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irable, and that it was utterly impossible to give that unremitted attention to correct- 
ing the press, without which, some errors will inevitably occur, especially in a work 
containing so many tables and figures. These defects would have been better reme- 
died, if the work had not been begun so late, or if it had not been thought very im- 
portant that the Report be presented during this session of the General Assembly. 
For the same reason, the paging of the Tabular Abstract and that of the Report 
have been made distinct, (the latter beginning, it will be noticed, near the middle of 
the document with page 1). By this means we have been able to have three or four 
compositors nearly all the time engaged on the work. This is a blemish, it must be 
owned, but without adopting tjie course which was taken, the Report could not havo 
been printed till some weeks after the period when the General Assembly will proba- 
bly adjourn. 

The preliminary tables have been prepared from the original returns, mostly by at 
young lady of this city, to whose industry, faithfulness, and great skill in the use of 
figures, I feel myself very much indebted. 

We must all regret that Dr. Webb could «ot write the second Report, with the 
advantage of practical experience added to his previously high qualifications. The 
former Report owed its value mostly to his industry and talent, aided by your mi- 
nute acquaintance with the subject, and untiring interest in all its parts. But he 
had been called to labor elsewhere, and I undertook this task only at your particular 
request, and with great doubts of success under all the disadvantageous circum- 
stances of inexperience, short time, and the pressare of other duties. 

In drawing inferences and lessons from the facts obtained by Registration, in 
regard to the all-important subject of Public Health, it became necessary to show 
that some places, and some classes of population, are less favorably situated than 
others, in the circumstances which promote long life and comfort, or which govern 
the prevalence of particular diseases. Any remarks of this kind are made with the 
single view of saying what appears to be true, liable to be corrected as facts become 
more numerous. We have never desired to strengthen any existing prejudice, or 
create a new one, but have been guided by a belief that the truth ought to be known, 
and that the adaptation of particular outward circumstances to the human system 
can never be learned except by extensive, methodical, organized inquiry of this kind. 
1 remain, Mr. Chairman, 

Yours with high respect, 

CHARLES W. PARSONS. 
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ERRATA. 

Tables, p. 4. Average Age of Females in Bristol Co. was 47.63, not 21.14. 

p. 28. . Per cent, of deaths by diseases of Circulating System, in Provi- 
dence Co. was 1.794, not 2.120. 
Report, p. 30, line 21, f&r 1854 to 1846, read 1846 to 1855. 

p. 44, line 19, for only 2.48, read 24.83. 



REGISTRATION 



OP 



BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS 



IN 



RHODE ISLAND, 

FROM JUNE 1st, 1853, TO DECEMBER 31st, 1854. 

PBEPARED BT CIHAELES W. PABSONS, M. D. 



PERIOD No. I. 



JUNE 1st to DECEMBER 31ST, 1853. 



EH 

eq 



SECOND REGISTRATION REPORT. [1853-54. 





cc 








« 








H 








-«1 








cq 








Q 








Q 


^T 






iz; 


1^ 






-si 


i 






Oi 









H 


V 






O 


?» 






-si 


-1 






l-H 


•*«* 






« 


CO 






« 


CO 

03 




1-5 


<1 




• 

CO 








lO 


< 




^ 


00 


H 


H 


I«2 


fH 




« 


s 






l-H 


CO 






cq 


^ 






H 


1 






W 


S 






H 


0) 

1 






O 


1 








(^ 








3|^^gJ 



M^ 










-jBqmniJ aioqji 



IS 3'S- 



El ^ 



Moqinnij BjoqA^ 



|PHi 



^l-^a i 



slow 

3 — 






pj-M 






F 



:(*• ""3 :"t3' 






::5 : :t3 



r-i-^ - ■ ino 



=8 :[S ^?^ : :|g5 



:j" 






JBqinTiKaiOiL^i 



t^ 



^:Sl :^ 



■0981 u( aoRgiaaoj i^^^n, ^ 



9 i 



gMBt' 






: :i 






■|S 






A^ 



7,2 „ 




1853. 



BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 



■M : : :lpl 


14,66328.10 
18120.11 




■i 


1 


:**:::::::: 


J5 

oo : ; r I I .* : : 


•-» • • 




•28 • • 'sag 


ili i 








-i 







• 


I*® I I I I ! I - - 


r-i 


. . 


rH 




:S8 : : :g|S 


1 8 :^^ : 


^g 




t ^ * * • -s • S 


i-^ :::::-•: :« :::::: :i :|| 


:»«« : : :S|^J9 


§ -:--:::« 




•»H . . . .PH^ 


I'^iS 


: I"** : 


: :r 


i-"^ : : :'-aj 


: : 

: : 


§8 * 






••'^ : : r'^S 


S 




:i : 


: : : : : r-S 


S 




:i : 


•IH N 


CO 




:i : 


.^00 . . I'-i-gji -^ i-^ : : 


::p 


•ON ; ; .C0rgC«l»O g ^ '. '. '. l^ '. ^ 


:-:::::«::«» : : : : : : : 


:»«» : : :S|' 




1 -:--:::« 


.t--* . . .»oooe 


g lO • • • -ct • t« 


:S- : : :a|"a 


» <X -r-ir-i a . e^ 


::::": :S :"ia : :'^ : •" :i«l 


: : : :- : :S 


• co 


§5 : i'^ : :- :l« 


:::::::$ 


o .' : I I : I'^i'^ 


:::::: :S :S|| : : : : : :'^r 


: : : - -g. 


vn' 




: : : - :«g. 


g 00IOU3OD :t>;«;|g 


: : : :«> :'»ga8|| «"'•"' :*S|i» 


:::::::" 


:i« : : : 




e4|e« 


. .rt . . .,HtD 


:i" : : : 




r^jrS 


:-S : : -| 


■■u 




■■\-- 


.eg . . .«! 




i :^^ 




■■\- 


..^j.^ .eo«| 


a *:: 




"r 


• ;t^iH .ooeiig 


-^li '■■■■ 




^ 




:i : : .- ; 




:M 


:r,j^^ .,^0| 




1 "■■■■ 




: «* 


.'^^ : :^ :g 


iH 


1 - : 




^oS 


:«g^ :«-5g 


iH 


S •:: 




^S 




t iil|pi|§ 


PROVIDBNCIB. 

BorrUlTiUe, 

Cranston, 

Cumberland, — 

Foster, 

Glooester, 

Johnston. 

N. ProTidence,... 
ProTidence, 


OQ 






!ao5 


1 



;z5 
o 

H 

H 
o 






« : :o6 : 



SSSg?!:^ ^ 









;N • l"^ 



gssg- 1 



IS'- IS 



jor^g :igi 









a;2jsg^ g 



"SM|5 



r-l •0SS8«^< 



W^Ml 



CO '^^^rHiO 



USiHCIQfH 



rii 



"Sftlpjl 



ass|«|§ 



«S9i«|§ 



,«keiHaOfH |« 



Sa :3 :|| 



S8-| :|| 



: : : U- 



aj;S|« I 



SSiSf* 






I 




SECOND REGISTRATION REPORT. [1853-54 



Table II. BIRTHS. June— Decembeb 1853. 

Exhibiting the number of each Sex bom in the several Counties 
in each month ; also the number of Colored Children included 
in the preceding ; and the total number of White and Colored, 
and the Nativity of the Parents. 
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ded in the preceding. 
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June. 

July, 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct 

Nov. 

Dec. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Mo. Totals, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Mo. Totals, 

Males. 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Mo. Totals, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Mo. Totals, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Mo. Totals, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Mo. Totals, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Mo. Totals, 

Totals, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


52 
66 

• • 

80 
70 

• • 

90 
75 

• • 

70 
76 

• • 

59 

71 

1 

75 
75 

• • 

64 
72 

• • 

490 
505 
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118 
150 
165 
146 
131 
150 
186 
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• • 
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10 
13 

• • 

23 
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• • 

14 
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11 
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12 
3 
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• • 

6 
8 
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• • 

11 
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• • 
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11 
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15 
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• • 
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3 
2 
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• • 

5 
3 
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• • 

6 
2 
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• • 
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• • 

5 
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• • 

• • 

3 
5 
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• • 
7 
1 
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• • 
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• • 

• • 
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3 
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• • 
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• • 
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• • 
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40 
55 
• • 
95 
54 
52 
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76 
65 
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63 
65 
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49 
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• • 

111 
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132 
54 
66 
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• • 

3 
2 
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• • 

3 

1 
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*3 
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Aggre- 
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43 
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17 
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15 
10 
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400 
433 

• • 
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8 
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2 
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• • 
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• • 
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• • 




15 

7 
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Table IL BIRTHS. June— Dec. 1853. Continued. 



Paxentaob. 


Fath. 


Hoth 


Bristol. 


Kent 


Newport. 


Providence. 


Washington 




Fa. 


Mo. 


Fa. 


Ho. 


Fa. 


Mo. 


Fa. 


Mo. 


Fa. 


Mo. 


American, 

Foreign, 

Unknown, 


540 

437 

19 


533 

440 

23 


63 

17 

4 


68 

14 
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19 

20 

5 


15 
15 
14 


23 
1 
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23 

• • 
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399 
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419 

411 
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• • 
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• • 
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Totals, 


996 


996 


84 


84 


44 


44 


26 


25 


833 


833 


10 


10 


COLOB. 

White, 
Colored, 


978 
18 


978 
18 


82 
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82 
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43 
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43 
1 


26 

• • 


26 

• • 


818 
15 


818 
15 


10 

• • 


10 

• • 


Totals, 


996 


996 


84 


84 


44 


44 


25 


25 


833 


833 


10 


10 



[supplement to table n.] 
TWIN BIRTHS. June— December^ 1853. 

There were seven cases of twin births during these seven months. One 
in August, one in September, one in October, and four in November. The 
one in August consisted of two males, having Irish parents, and the father a 
laborer. The one in September consisted of one male and one female, 
having Irish parents, and the father also a laborer. The one in October 
consisted of two females, having Irish parents, and the father being a clerk. 
Of the four in November, two consisted of one male and one female, all hav- 
ing Irish parents, and the &ther in both cases being a laborer ; one consisted 
of one male and one female, having American parents, and the father being 
a printer, and the fourth consisted of two males, having American parents, 
and the father a farmer. 

Six of these cases occurred in Providence County, and one only, the last 
mentioned, in the County of Washington. 
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Table III. MARRIAGES. June— December, 1853. 

Exhibiting the Number solemnized in the several Counties in 
each month ; also the Nativity and Color of Males and Fe- 
m>ales. 



Monies. 


Whole 
Namber. 


Bristol. 


Kent. 


Newport. 


FroTidence. 


Washington. 


June, 

July, 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 

Unknown, 


70 
67 
48 
74 
77 
78 
53 
1 


3 
3 

4 
4 
9 
7 
6 

• • 


1 
2 
3 
5 
2 
4 

• • 

• • 


2 
5 
6 
5 

9 

7 
7 

• » 


60 
51 
38 
51 
50 
46 
38 
1 


4 
6 
2 
9 
7 

14 
3 

• • 


Total, 


468 


35 


17 


41 


330 


45 


Nativity. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


U. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


American, 

Foreign, 

Unknown, 


319 

109 

40 


318 

110 

40 


29 
5 

1 


31 
3 

1 


16 
1 

• • 


17 

• « 

• • 


30 
2 
9 


28 
4 
9 


202 
100 

28 


200 

102 

28 


42 
1 
2 


42 

1 
2 


Total, 


468 


468 


35 


35 


17 


17 


41 


41 


330 


330 


45 


45 


OOLOB. 

White, 
Colored, 


463 
5 


463 
5 


33 
2 


33 
2 


17 

• • 


17 

• • 


88 
3 


38 
3 


330 

• • 


• 
330 

• • 


45 

• • 


45 


Total, 


468 


468 


35 


35 


17 


17 


41 


41 


330 


830 


45 


45 
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Table IV. DEATHS. June— December, 1853. 

Exhibiting the ny^mber of each Sex, in the several Counties j for 

each 'month. 





Sex. 




y 


COUNTY TOTALS. 


MONTHQ. 


Briritol. 


Kent. 


l^ewport 


Provi- 
dence. 


Wash- 
ington. 


June, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Both Sexes, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Both Sexes, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Both Sexes, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Both Sexes, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Both Sexes, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Both Sexes, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Both S^xes, 


47 
44 

1 




5 
5 
1 


2 

3 


1 

4 

♦ • 


38 
32 

• • 


• • 






92 


11 


5 


5 


70 


1 


July, 


49 

48 




2 

1 

• • 


• • 


2 

1 


45 
43 

• • 


• • 

3 

• • 






97 


3 


•• 


3 


88 


3 


August, 


78 

95 

2 




11 

7 


1 
3 

• • 


4 

1 

• • 


62 

83 

2 


V 

• • 






175 


18 


4 


5 


147 


1 


September, 


63 

61 

2 




3 
5 
1 


3 

1 


8 
2 


47 
53 

1 


2 

• • 

• • 






126 


9 


4 


10 


101 


2 


October, 


51 
67 

• • 




3 
6 

• • 


3 


2 
4 


42 

56 

• • 


1 

1 

• • 


• 


40 
45 


118 


9 


3 


6 


98 


2 


November, 




1 
8 


3 
2 


1 

• • 

• • 


32 

34 


3 
1 

• • 






85 


9 


5 


1 


66 


4 


December, 


44 
42 

• • 




3 
3 


2 

1 


3 
1 

• • 


36 
37 

• • 


• • 

• • 






86 


6 


3 


4 


73 





10 
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Table IV. DEATHS. Jone— DECiaiBEB, 1853. Continued. 





Sex. 


II 


^ 


COUNTIES. 


Months. 


111 


Bristol. 


Kent. 


Newport 


Provi- 
dence. 


Wash- 
ington. 


Not stated. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Both Sexes, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Totals, 


• • 

1 

• • 


• • 

• • 

• • 


• f 

• • 

• • 


• • 

• • 

• • 


• • 
1 

• • 


^ 


• • 

• • 

• • 






1 


• • 


• • 


1 


- 


• • 


Aggregate, 


372 

403 

5 


• • 

• • 


28 

35 

2 


14 
10 

• • 


21 
14 

• • 


302 

338 

3 


7 
6 

t • 




780 


780 


65 


24 


35 


643 


J3 
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Table V. DEATHS. June— DEdEiiBER, 1858. 

Exhibiting the number of each sex who died at the several periods of life^ 
in the different Counties. 



§ 


Ages. 


Sex. 


ll 
^1 


n 


County Totals. 


§ 


Bris- 
tol. 


Kent. 


New- 
port. 


Provi- 
dence 


Wash- 
ington. 


1st. 


Under one. 

1 and under 2, 

2 and under 3, 

3 and under 4, 

4 and under 5, 
Under 5, 

5 and under 10, 
10 and under 15, 
15 and under 20, 
20 and under 30, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


63 

55 

2 


• • • « 


3 
4 
1 




2 


56 
51 

1 


2 






. • • . 














Both Sexes, 




120 


8 




2 


108 


2 


2nd. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


40 

56 

2 


. • • . 


3 
3 

1 






36 

52 

1 


1 






1 
















* 




Both Sexes. 


• • . • 


98 


7 






89 


2 












Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


24 
19 


• • • . 


1 






23 

18 




3rd. 






















• • • 






. • • • 






Both Sexes, 


. .. . 


43 


1 






41 






Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


7 
8 


. • • ■ 


1 






6 

8 




4th. 






















. • • . 


• • • • 


• • • . 






• • • • 






Both Sexes, 


. • . • 


15 


1 






14 














Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


7 
12 










7 
12 




5th. 


























• • . • 


.... 


. • • • 






• • • • 






Both Sexes, 


.... 


19 








19 










• • • • 




6th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


141 

150 

4 


• • . • 

. w • • 


8 
7 
2 




2 


128 

141 

2 


3 
1 












Both Sexes, 


• • • . 


295 


17 




2 


271 


4 


7th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


17 
16 


• • • • 


2 






14 
16 


1 






















• • • • 


• • • * 


. • • • 






• • . • 






Both Sexes, 


. • • • 


33 


2 






30 


1 










8th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


8 
8 

• • . • 










7 
7 

* 


1 


.... 


1 




















* • . • 


• • • . 












Both Sexes, 


• • • • 


16 


1 






14 


1 










9th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


13 
14 

• • • • 


. • • • 


2 
3 

• • • • 






10 
11 

« • • • 














Both Sexes, 


. • • • 


27 


5 




1 


21 




10th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


41 

47 


• • • • 
« • • • 


3 
2 




1 
2 


37 
39 


...^. 






• • • 


. • • • 






. • • • 






Both Sexes, 


• • • • 


88 


5 


1 


3 


76 


3 
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Table V. DEATHS. June — December, 1853. Continued. 



o 


Ages. 






Cou 
tol. |^«"*- 


NTY T 

New- 

port. 


DTALS. 

Provi! Wash- 
dcnceiingtoii- 


llth 


30 and under 40, 
40 and under 50, 
50 and under 60, 
60 and under 70, 
70 and under 80, 
80 and under 90, 
90 and under 100, 
Over 100, 
Not stated. 
Aggregate. 


Males, ' '^H 






8 


33 

26 






Females, 
Unknown, 


29 


— 


1 




1 


1 


• • • • 










1 




Both Sexes, | . • . . 


67 


1 


4 

2 

1 


3 

1 

. • . • 


59 1 


12th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


31j.... 
33!.... 

...J 


2 
3 


25 
29 








64 




. • • • 


1 




• • • • 




Both Sexes, 


• • • • 


5 


3 


54 




13th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


21 

17 


• • • • 


4 1 3 ! 2 
1 ..... 1 


12 
15 


• • • • 

• • • • 




• • • • 


« • . • 


• • • • 1 








Both Sexes, 


• • • • 


38 


5 1 3 1 3 


27 


• • . • 


14th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


22|.... 
28 ... . 


2 
5 


5 

3 1 


15 

18 


. « . • 




Z-!^l^* 


.... 


*••• 


• .. . 






Both Sexes, 


.... 


50 


7 


3 6 


33 




15th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


26 
25 


. • • • 


2 
5 


5 

1 


6 
2 


12 
17 


• • • • 




• • • • 






. • • • 








Both Sexes, 


6 

18 


51 


7 


6 1 8 


29 




16th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


* • . . 

• ■• • • 


1 
3 


....i 1 

....! 5 

1 


4 
9 


• • • • 




• • • • 














Both Sexes, 


. • • • 


24 


4 




6 


13 




17th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


















7 


• • • • 


4 






3 














• • • • 
















Both Sexes, 


. • • • 


7 


4 






3 










• • • • 


18th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 




















































. « 














Both Sexes, 


















. • • • 


• • • 


* 










19th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


8 
11 

1 


. • • • 


2 


1 
2 


"2 


5 

7 

1 


• • • • 












. • • • 


. • • • 










Both Sexes, 


. .. . 


20 


2 


3 


2 


13 


• • • • 




Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


372 

403 

5 


• • • • 

• • • • 


28 

35 

2 


14 
10 


21 
14 


302 

338 

3 


7 
6 




• • • • 




-— 




Both Sexes, 


780 


780 


65 


24 


35 


643 


13 
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Table IX. OCCUPATIONS IN CONNECTION WITH THE AGE AT 
DEATH. June— Decembeh, 1853. 

Exhibiting the Occupation {when ascertained) of those who died at any age 
over Twenty years ; and the aggregate and average age of each class. 



- 


A0E8. 




ll 




OCCUPATIONS. 




% 


5 


S 

s 


8 




S 


1 
S 


< 


1. Agricultitrists, 

2. Laborers. •••••••••••• 


1 

9 

1 


1 
12 

• • 
1 


4 

8 

1 

• • 


3 

4 

• • 

• • 


2 
4 

• • 


7 

• • 


2 


• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 


20 
37 

2 
1 


1215 

1478 

64 
33 


60.75 
39.94 

32. 
33. 


3. Manufacturers. 


^V6av6r •••••••••••••• 




* * 


Totals, 


1 

• • 

4 


1 

• • 
1 

• • 

1 

1 

3 

• • 


1 

• • 


• • 

• • 

2 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 


• • 

1 
2 

• • 
1 


• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 




• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 


3 

2 
10 

1 
4 
2 
4 

1 

1 

? 

1 

3 


97 

139 

454 
24 

215 
60 

148 
25 
75 

104 
73 
53 

139 


32.33 


1 

4. Mechanics AND Artisans. 
Cabinet Manufacturers,. • 

Carpenters, 

Carriage Trimmer, . . . • 


69.5 
45.4 
24. 
53 75 


Machinists. •••••••••••« 




30 


Masotis. •••••••■•••••• 


37 


Mechanic. •••••••••••• 




25 


Moulder. •• •• •• .••••• 


75 


Painters.. •••••.••••..• 




3 


• • 






34 66 


Shin Carnenter.* ••••••• 




73 


Stone Mason,* •• 








1 

• • 




53. 


Tailors 




• • 




46 33 






Totals, 


8 


9 

1 
1 


3 

1 

• • 


3 

• • 

1 

• • 


4 

1 

• • 

• • 
2 


6 

• • 

• • 

• • 
• 

• 

1 

• • 

1 
1 




• • 

• • 

• • 

• « 

• • 

• • 


33 

3 
1 

1 
3 
1 
2 
2 
1 


1509 

142 
32 
52 

171 
71 
86 

139 
75 


45 72 


5 Merchants,Tradees, &c. 
Aopoiintants .••••••••• 


47 33 


ninthier -•-.- 




32 


Hardware Dealer. •••••• 




52. 


'Mpfohnntci ............ 






1 


57 


Merchant Tailor. • • • • • • 






71. 


Pedlers 






2 


• • 


• • 

1 


43 


Sfore-keeners. .. •....• 






69 5 


Tallow-chandler. • • • • • • 








* * 


75. 








* * 




* * 




Totals, 




2 


4 


1 


4 


3 




• • 


14 


768 


54.85 
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Table IX. OCCUPATIONS IN CONNECTION WITH THE AGE AT 
DEATH. June — December, 1853. Continued. 





AGES. 


^1 

^1 


u to 




OCCUPATIONS. 




S 


s 


s 


S 

s 




g 
s 
s 


s 

l-l 

s 

g 


1^ 


6. Learned Occupations. 
Attomev at Law. •••..• 




I 


• • 




• • 

• • 


• • 

• • 

• • 

1 

• • 


• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 


• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 




33 
60 
42 

77 
35 


33. 


Ex-Marshal of R I • • • • 




60. 


Musician. •• •• •••••••• 










42. 


Notarv Public. •• •••••• 






77. 


Phvsician. •••• • 




1 








35. 




* * 




Totals, 




2 
2 

1 


5 

• • 


1 

• • 

1 


• • 

• • 

• • 


1 

1 

i 

•• 

• • 

• • 

• • 


• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 


• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 


5 
10 

1 

2 

1 
1 
1 
1 


247 
443 

36 
128 
60 
45 
55 
25 


349.4 
44.3 

36. 
64. 


7. Seafaring Men, 

8. Miscellaneous. 
Broker, •• •••••••••••• 


1 


Butchers. •• •••••••••• 




Gentleman, • • • • •••••• 








Life Insurance Agent,. . 
Teamer,. ••••••••••••• 


• • 






• • 
1 

• • 


45. 
55. 
25. 


Waiter 


1 




• • 




Totals, 


1 

1 
1 

2 
4 


1 

1 

• • 

• • 

• • 

1 


• • 

• • 

• • 


2 


• • 

• • 


1 


• • 

• • 

1 
1 

• • 

• • 


• • 

1 

• • 

• • 


7 

2 
3 
2 

1 
2 


349 

60 

206 

150 

46 

44 


49 85 


9. Females. 

Domestics, 


3Q. 


House-keepers, 

Nurses >••••«.>•••... 


68.66 
75 


Seamstress. •• •• •••••• 


46 


W^eavers. •• •■• 


22 






Totals, 










2 


1 


10 


506 


50.6 



RECAPITULATION, 



1. Agriculturists, 

2. Laborers, 

3. Manufacturers, 

4. Mechanics and Artisans,. . 

5. Merchants,Traclers,&c.. . 

6. Learned Occupations,. • « • 

7. Seafaring Men, 

8. Miscellaneous, 

Grand Totals, 



9. Females, 4 



21 



30 



27 



14 



16 



19* 2 



20 
37 

3 
33 
14 

5 
10 

7 



10 



1215 

1478 

97 

1509 

768 

247 

443 

349 



1296106 



506 



60.75 
39.94 
32.33 
45.72 

54.85 
49.4 
44.3 
49.85 



47.33 



50.6 
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Supplement to Tables on Occupation. 

The occupations of seven persons under twenty years of age are speci- 
fied. They are as follows : 

One clerk, aged 19, died of cholera morbus. Five laborers, one aged 
11, one aged 16, two aged 17, and one aged 18; giving an average of 
15.80. They died, one from inflammation of the brain, one from dysen- 
tery, and three from fever, (typhoid or typhus.) 

One student died at the age of 19, the disease unspecified. 
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Table II. BIRTHS IN' 1854. 

Exhibiting the number of each Sex born in the several Counties 
in each month ; also the number of Colored Children included 
in the preceding ; and the total number of White and Colored, 
and the Nativity of the Parents. 





£30 


1^ 


i 

(•-1 

o 


Counties. 


Colored Children inclu- 
ded in the preceding. 




1 




1 


g 
V 

2 

a. 


i 

1 




CO a 


11 

Wo 


u 

l§ 

tZ50 


2 

a 

^8 


Jan 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Mo. Totals, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Mc. Totals, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Mo. Totals, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Mo. Totals, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Mo. Totals, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Mo. Totals, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Mo. Totals. 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Mo. Totals, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Mo. Totals, 


74 

86 
4 

78 
70 

1 

92 

77 
3 

82 

76 

1 

79 

86 

3 

93 

84 

1 

78 

79 

4 

122 

86 

1 

97 
83 

1 


164 
149 
172 
159 
168 
178 
161 
209 
181 


3 

4 
1 
8 
2 
3 

5 

4 
6 


5 
2 
2 
9 
3 
4 

'7 
4 

• • 


8 
4 
1 

13 
8 

11 

19 
10 

6 
H 


58 
72 








1 


1 
3 




4 
















130 

62 

52 

1 

115 
72 
63 


4 
3 










Feb. 


















2 










3 

2 
2 










March. 








2 
4 
















10 
5 
5 

10 
2 
3 

5 

8 
13 

21 
9 
5 

14 
17 
12 

• • 

29 

6 

4 

10 


4 
4 
2 

1 

7 

3 

10 

13 
4 
6 

16 
5 
2 

1 
8 
3 
5 

• • 
8 
7 
8 

15 


19 
8 
2 


135 
64 
67 


4 










April, 








2 
3 
















10 
9 
7 
2 

18 
6 
6 
1 

13 

10 
5 

15 

13 

6 

• • 

19 
21 
11 

• • 

32 


131 

65 
66 
1 
132 
73 
58 












May, 








2 
2 


•• 




























June. 


2 








2 

1 




















131 

53 

66 

3 

122 

86 

61 

1 

148 

62 

59 

1 

122 


3 








July, 
















Q 










1 




2 
3 
2 










Aug. 








3 






















5 

1 
1 










Sept. 








1 






1 














2 








• • • • 
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Table II. BIRTHS IN 1854. Continued. 





a? 


1^ 




1 


COUNTIES. 


Colored Children includ- 
ed in the preceding. 


n 

1 


=3 



3 

e2 


i 

.s 

& 


g 


1 


O 

1 


1 

c 

I 


if 


§§ 

Wo 


It 


1 


Oct 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Mo. Totals, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Mo. Totals, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Mo. Totals, 

Males, 

Females, 

Mo. Totals, 

Totals, 

Males,' 
Females, 

TTnlrnnwrn. 


99 
97 

• • • • 

104 

84 
2 

80 
90 

• • • • 

3 

5 


196 
190 

170 

8 


7 
8 

15 

10 
10 

20 
6 

7 

13 


7 
13 

20 
9 
5 

14 
6 
6 

• • 

12 

• • 
3 
3 


6 
11 

17 
11 
10 

21 

7 

14 

21 

• • 


79 
62 

141 

72 

59 

2 

133 
61 
63 

• • 

124 
3 
2 
5 










3 




3 

3 
2 


1 














• . . • 


Nov. 


2 














2 
















2 










Dec, 






2 

1 


3 














• • 


.... 




.... 


Unknown 






































• • 


• . • . 






* 


Aggre- 
gate, 


• • • • 

1081 

1003 

9,1 


2105 


160 

79 

80 

1 


130 

60 

66 

4 


217 

117 
93 

7 


156? 

810 

750 

9 


29 

15 
14 


8 

4 
4 


. . . . 
. . » . 


7 

4 
2 
1 


41 

19 

21 

1 


'"••'***■"' " "*' 


• • . . , . , 


. . . . 




PAEENTAQE. 


1 

1* 


a 
1 
1 
1 


§ 

O 

O 

1 




It 

1^ 




American, 
Fore iff n. • 




1093 
811 

45 

49 
107 


102 
14 

4 

4 
36 


62 
27 

4 

• • • ♦ 
37 


161 
32 

4 

2 

18 


747 
733 

33 

43 
13 


21 




5 


American Father and 
Foreign Mother, 
Foreign Father and \ 


}.... 


.... 


American 

Unknown, 

Totals 

White, . • 


Mother, ) 




3 


3, •••••••••••••• 


2105 

2049 
56 


160 

152 

8 


130 
130 

• • • • 


217 

210 

7 


1569 

1528 
41 


29 


COLOH. 


29 


Colored, 


. • . • 


Totali 





2 


105 


■ 


160 


la 





217 


15( 


59" 




29 
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Table IV. MARRIAGES IN 1854. 

Exhibiting the number solemnized in the several Counties in each 
month; also, the Nativity and Color of Males and Females. 



MONTHS. 



i 

u 

S 

•s 






& 



SI" 



I" 



January, 

February, . * 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 

Unknown, 

Total, 

Nativity. 

American, 

Foreign, 

American Male and ) 
Foreign Female, ) 
Foreign Male and > 
American Female, J 

Unknown, 

Total, 

Color. 

White, 

Colored, 

Total, 



102 

62 

52 

65 

93 

84 

90 

82 

94 

102 

133 

85 

3 



8 
2 
5 
2 
6 
6 
3 

10 
4 
6 

10 
7 
2 



10 
3 
8 
6 
8 
2 
4 
6 
6 
13 
13 
6 



1047 



43 



71 



85 



72 
50 
30 
55 
70 
67 
72 
63 
72 
65 
9S 
62 
1 



777 



7- 
4 
5 
2 
2 
7 
9 
1 
8 
12 
6 
8 



71 



678 
252 

45 

33 

39 



37 
3 



1047 



43 



64 
3 



69 
5 



71 



85 



440 
241 

39 

28 
29 



777 



68 



1 
2 



71 



1045 


42 


71 


84 


777 


2 


1 


• • • • 


1 

85 


• • • • 


1047 


43 


71 


777 



71 

"tT 
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Table V. MARRIAGES IN 1864. 

Exhibiting the ages of parties mairied. 













AGES 


OF AVOMEN. 










AGES OF MEN. 


u 


15 


CO 


2 


IS 


5 


S 


s 

s 




s 


1 

D 


3 


Under 20 


27 

150 

44 

9 

1 
2 


11 


1 














39 


20 to 25, 


162 22 

118 41 

29 27 

lO! 11 

3' ' 

• . . . 

li 1 


6 

7 

12 

9 

7 
4 

1 












2 
4 
2 


342 


25 to 30 


3 
3 

7 
4 
3 

8 










217 
83 


30 to 35 


2 
4 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 








35 to 40, 






42 


40 to 45 






23 

14 


45 to 50, 






50 to 55 




2 








15 


55 to 60 




... 


1 








4 
5 


60 to 65, 












1 

2 




• • . • 


65 to 70 








1 


1 


8 
1 


70 to 75 








Unknown. • « . • 


1 


"2 














251 


254 






. • • 


. . • • 


• • • • 


• • . • 


. . • • 


«... 


Totals, .... 


234 


341 105 


47 


29 


15 


9 


3 


3 


261 1047 



[This Table is easily read after a little examination. Thus, twenty-seven 
men under 20 married women under 20 ; one hundred and fifty men from 
20 to 25 married women under 20 ; forty-four men from 25 to SOmanied 
women under 20, &c. The line and column of totals show that two hundred 
and thirty-four women, and thirty-nine men, were married under the age 
of 20, (fee] 
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Table VL DEATHS, 1854. 
Exhibiting the number of each Sex, in the several Counties, for each 

month. 






Sex. 


^1 


3 « 


COUNTY TOTALS. 


Months. 


111 


Bristol. 


Kent. 


Kewport 


Provi- 
dence. 


Wash- 
ington. 


January, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


46 
61 

1 


...... 


3 

7 

•••••• 


3 
. 4 


1 
4 


39 

46 

1 


•••••« 




Both Sexes, 


.... 


108 


10 


7 


5 


86 




February, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


63 

48 
.... 




4 
6 


3 
3 


3 
2 


53 
36 


...... 




Both Sexes, 


.... 


HI 


10 


6 


5 


89 


1 


March, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


64 
70 

.... 


...... 


3 
6 


7 
5 


5 

8 


48 
49 


1 
2 




Both Sexes, 


• • • . 


134 


9 


12 


13 


97 


3 


April, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


50 

53 

1 


..... • 


10 
10 


1 
2 


6 
4 


32 
36 

1 


1 

1 




Both Sexes, 


.... 


104 


20 


3 


10 


69 


2 


May, 


xMales, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


51 
54 




1 
2 


5 

8 


1 
4 


43 
38 


1 
2 




Both Sexes, 


.... 


105 


3 

2 
5 


13 


5 


81 


3 


June, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


64 
52 

• • • • 




4 

1 


2 

7 


55 

39 


1 




Both Sexes( .... 


116 


7 


5 


9 


94 


1 


July, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


91 

79 
5 


...... 


5 
10 


2 
4 
1 


7 
4 
2 


77 

59 

2 


'2" 












Both Sexes, 


. . • • 


175 


15 


7 


13 


138 


2 


August, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


148 

170 

3 


...... 


1 
5 


...^.. 


13 
5 

1 


133 

154 

2 


1 
1 














Both Sexes, .... 


321 


6 


5 


19 


289 


2 


September, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


102 
108 

1 




5 
2 


3 
1 ' 


6 
6 


87 
98 


1 
2 


October, 


Both Sexes, .... 


211 


7 


4 


12 


185 


3 


Males, 53 
Females, 73 
Unknown, 1 


. • . • . . 


4 
4 


1 
4 


4 
3 


43 

60 
1 


1 
2 
















Both Sexes, 


. • • • 


127 


8 


5 


7 


104 


3 
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Table VL DEATHS, 1854. Continued. 





Sex. 




Monthly i 

State 

Totals. 


COUNTY TOTALS. 


Months. 


Bristol. 


Kent. 


Newport 


Provi- 
dence. 


Wash- 
ington, 


November, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


41 
65 




3 
2 


1 

7 


3 
2 


34 
53 


...... 




• • • • 
















Both Sexes, 


• • • • 


106 


5 


8 


d 


87 


1 


December, 


Males , 

Females, 

Unknown, 


46 

53 

1 


.••••• 


6 
5 


3 
2 


4 
6 


32 

37 

1 


1 

3 
















Both Sexes, 


• • • • 


100 


11 


5 


10 


70 


4 


Not stated. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


















2 






2 






















• • • • 
















Both Sexes, 


. .. . 


2 




2 
















Aggregate, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


819 

888 
13 




47 
64 


33 

47 
2 


55 

55 

3 


676 
705 

8 


8 
17 












Totals, 


.... 


1720 


111 


82 


113 


1389 


25 
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Exhibiting the number of each sex who died at the several periods of life^ 
in the different Counties. 



s ' 


Ages. 


Sex. 


^1 




County Totals. 


o 
n 


Bris- 
tol. 


Kent. 


New- 
port. 


Provi- 
dence 


Wash- 
ington. 


1st. 


Under one. 

1 and under 2^ 

2 and under 3, 

3 and under 4, 

4 and under 5, 
Under 5, 

5 and under 10, 
10 and under 15, 
15 and under 20, 
20 and under 30, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


111 

121 

4 


. . . • 


6 

8 




2 
2 

1 


102 
108 

2 


2 




• • • 




* 




Both Sexes, 


.... 


236 


14 


3 


5 


212 


2 


2nd. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


99 

83 
3 

• . • . 


. . • • 
• • • • 


5 

2 

. . • • 




1 

1 
1 


91 

77 
1 


1 
2 




• . • • 








Both Sexes, 


185 


7 


3 


3 


169 


3 


3rd. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


39 
36 

1 


. .. . 


2 


.... 


2 
2 


35 
33 

1 


• • • • 












• . • • 


• • • 










Both Sexes, 


. • . • 


76 


2 




4 


69 




4th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


30 

27 
2 


• . • ■ 

• • . • 


2 
3 


.... 


1 


27 
24 

1 








1 






1 








Both Sexes, 


.... 


59 


5 


.... 


2 


52 




5th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


20 

16 

1 


. • • • 


2 

1 






18 

14 

1 




• . . . 


1 








' 


• a . • 










Both Sexes, .... 


37 


3 


• • . • 


1 


33 




6th. 


Males, 299 
Females, \ 283 
Unknown, [ 11 


• • • . 


17 
14 


2 
3 
2 


6 
6 
3 


273 

256 

6 


1 
4 




w • 








Both Sexes, .... 


593 


31 


7 


15 


535 


5 


7th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


36 

40 


• • • . 

• • . • 


2 
4 


< • • . 


2 


32 
35 


***** 




.... 


• • . • 














Both Sexes,: 


76 


6 




2 


67 




8th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


14 

17 

1 


1 • • . 
• . . • 


2 


.... 


1 
1 


12 
11 

1 


1 

2 




• • . . 












Both Sexes, . .. . 


32 


2 




2 


24 


3 


9th. 


Mnlpo 1 OQ 






2 

2 

. a . • 


2 

. • . . 
• • • • 


19 
37 

• • . . 




Females, 
Unknown, 


45 

.... 


. • • . 

• a . . 


5 

• • • * 


1 

• • . . • 




Both Sexes, 


.... 


68 


5 


4 


2 


56 


1 


10th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


90 
109 


. . • • 
«... 


4 

8 


3 

9 


5 

2 


78 
89 


..... 




. • . • 
















Both Sexes, 


. • • • 


199 


12 


12 


7 


167 


1 
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Table VII. DEATHS, 1854. Continued. 



s 


Ages. 


Sex. 




n 


County Totals. 


1 

11. 


Bris- 
tol. 

2 
3 

• a • a 


1 New- 
K.eiit.; port. 


Provi 
dence 


Waslx- 
ingtoD. 


11th. 


30 and under 40, 
40 and under 50, 
50 and under 60, 
60 and under 70, 
70 and under 80, 
80 and under 90, 
90 and under 100, 
Over 100, 
Not stated, 
Aggregate. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


80 
99 

• • • • 


. • • • 
. • • • 


4 8 

8 i 6 

1 


66 

85 


• m • • 

2 

m • 9 • 




Both Sexes, 


90 
74 

• • • • 


179 
• • • • 


5 


7 


14 

8 
5 


151 


2 


12th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


4 

7 
• • • • 


2 
2 


76 

58 


• m • • 

2 




Both Sexes, 


. • . . 


164 


11 


4 


13 


134 


2 


13th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


50 
60 


• •• • 


4 
3 

• • a • 


3 
5 


8 
4 


34 

48 

• a a a 


1 

• • * • 

• • • • 




Both Sexes, 


• • • • 


110 


7 


8 


12 


82 


1 


14th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


47 
47 

• • • • 


2 
6 

• a • • 


3 
4 


4 
4 


36 

32 

» • • * 


2 

1 
» • • • 




Both Sexes, 


* • » • 


94 


8 


7 


8 


68 


3 


15th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 
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TA£Lt XI. OCCUPATIONS IN CONNECTION WITH THE AGE AT 

DEATH, 1854. 

Exhibiting tTie Occupation (when ascertained) of those who died at any age 
over Twenty years ; and the aggregate and average age of each class. 



OCCUPAtiONS. 



1. Ageicultxtrists, 



2. Laboeers, . 



3. Manufacturers. 

Engineers, 

Operatives, • . • . 

Totals, 



4. Mechanics andArtisans. 

Blacksmiths, 

Block-prititer, 

Cabinet Makers, • • . • • • 

Carpenters, 

Cigar-maker, 

Cooper, 

Engravers, 

Hatters, « 

Jewellers,' 

Machinists,*. ^ ••'••>••*••• • 

Masons, 

Mechanics,. < • • • 

Melters, 

Miner, • . • • 

Painters, 

Printers, 

Rope-maker, 

Saddler, 

Shoe-maker, •- • . • 

Stone-cutters, 

Tailors, ^ •• • 

Tin-plate worker, 



Totals, 



5. M£echants,Traders,&c. 

Accountants, 

Druggist, 



22 



1 
22 



11 



15 



^1 



483078 
963692 



4 

1 

2 

12 

1 
1 
3 
3 
3 

n 

3 

4 
3 
1 
3 
3 
1 
1 
1 
2 
4 
1 



106 
147 



253 



237 

28 

78 

532 

25 

55 

171 

127 

119 

406 

183 

152 

115 

45 

91 

113 

27 

44 

70 

51 

163 

36 



682868 



161 
3d 



a 



64.12 
38.46 
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SUPPLEMENT TO TABLES ON OCCUPATIONS. 

The "MiscKLLAJfBOus,*' in the last Table were as follows : A baker died of apoplexy, 
three brakemen by accident, one cashier of consumption and one of heart disease, a con- 
fectioner of cholera, a cook of heart disease, a drayman of disease of the throat, a hostler 
of consumption, a hotel-keeper of pleurisy, a former keeper of asylum of apoplexy, an 
oysterman of typhoid fever, two teamers of consumption, a tobacconist of consumption, 
another of old age, a truckman of pneumonia. 

The Females in the last Table were as follows : two dress-makers died of cancer, two 
of consumption, one of dropsy, onQ house-keeper of apoplexy, two of consumption, one of 
ftyer, one of old age, two house-maids of consumption, one laborer of cholera, and one 
nurse of poison. 

The occupations of nine males and four females who died under 20 years of age are 
given : One carpenter died of consumption, aged 18; two clerks of cholera, each aged 16; 
one '&rmer' of dropsy, aged 16; one jeweller of consumption, aged 19; four laborers, 
one of cholera morbus, two of consumption, one of pleurisy, the ages of two being 18, of 
two 19. Average age of these males, 17.67. The fbur females died, one at 19, of con- 
sumption, a house-keeper; one at 18, of cholera, a laborer; one at 14, of dropsy, a servant; 
and one at 18, of dysentery, a taUoresd. Their average age was 17.25. 



NOTE TO THE TABLES. 

The Tables are almost uniformly framed on the same pbbn as in the First Registration 
Beport In 1854, a new table to show the Ages of Persons Married is introduced^ 
[Table v.] 

The following change might lead to confiision in comparing the two Beports. In the 
First Beport, the table on causes of death, headed Classification and Pehcentaok, [pp. 
26-81], showed, in its five right-hand columns, in the second line, what proportion of alt 
deaths from specified causes occurred in each several county. It then compares the mor- 
tality of each county by each class of causes, with the whole mortality of the State, (deaths 
from unspecified causes being excluded). Thus by line third of the extreme right-hand 
column of that table, it appears that the deaths by Zymotic Diseases in Bristol County 
were 1.245 per cent, of all the deaths in the State from all specified causes. In our present 
tables, the deaths from each class of causes, and each several cause, in each county are com- 
pared with the whole number of deaths in that county; so that we learn for each county by 
itself, as well as for the whole State, what is the proportionate destructiveness of each 
different cause. The deaths from unspecified causes are^ still excluded as before. Thus in 
the table for June — December, 1853, by line third of the column on the extreme right, it 
appears that the deaths from Zymotic Diseases in Bristol County were 21 .951 per cent of aU 
the deaths in that county. And by running down the same column, the reader may learn 
what fractional part of all the mortality of Bristol County was produced by each several 
disease, or other cause of death, and so of every other county. 



REPORT. 



STATE OFTHE RETURNS, 



The returns show some degree of improvement, though not so much as 
might have been reasonably expected. The last seven months of 1853 
being a fractional period, it is not strange that records were not so full for 
those months. Let us compare the returns for the year 1854 with those in 
the First Report. The population of the towns that made returns of Births 
in the First Registration Report amounted to 96,373, for the year 1854, 
114,448. In regard to Marriages, the Represented Population, — to borrow 
a convenient designation used by Dr. Webb,^was, in the First Report, 
135,670, and in 1854, 135,497, (a slight falling off) ; in regard to Deaths, 
it was in the First Report, 118,722, and in 1854, 125,422. The falling off* 
in regard to Marriages was in Providence county. The whole improvement 
in regard to Births is in Providence county, and indeed the Represented 
Population, in regard to both Births and Deaths, of both Newport and Wash- 
ington counties was less in the returns for 1854 than in the First Report. 

The particular Towns that failed to report Births, Marriages and Deaths 
through their respective Town Clerks, for either part of our present record, 
will be indicated as follows.* 

Barrington, 2. Warren, 1. West Greenwich, 1, 4. Warwick, 1, 2, 3. 
I Jamestown, 1, 2, 3. New Shoreham, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. Tiverton, 1, 3, 4, 6, 
\ Burrillville, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. Cranston, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. Cumberland, 2. 
Foster, 1, 2, 3, 4. Glocester, 1, 3, 4, 6. Johnston, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. North 
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Providence, 1, 3. Scituate, 1. Exeter, 1, 3, 4, 6. H<4pkinlon, 1. North 
Kingstown, 1, 3, 4. South Kingstown, 1, 2, 3, 4,. 6. Richmond, 1, 4. 
Westerly, 3. 

It must be understood that sometimes an event occurring in one town i& 
recorded in another town. All such facts have been put to the credit of the 
town in which they occurred, in mcdsiing up the Tables, and the necessity 
of separating them has added much to the labor of preparing these Tables. 
For instance, a number of Deaths occurring in Cranston were reported from. 
Providence, but as Cranston made no report of Deaths through her own 
officers, her inhabitants are not included with the Represented Population. 

Others who know the population of different parts of the State better thai> 
myself can better judge of the reasons of this great deficiency in the returns,, 
and the best means of improving them. The most obvious reason is, the 
want of interest in the object, and ignorance of the uses of a registration 
system. The system cannot show its value in a community till it has be- 
come generally adopted, and this very fact must retard its being generally 
adopted. The manifest want of understanding of its value led the commit- 
tee of the Medical Society to advise that some remarks on the general sub- 
ject be introduced into this Report, and they will be found at its con- 
clusion. 

The Town-Clerks have the best opportunity to learn the particular work- 
ings of the law m all parts of the State, and some of them, in accordance^ 
with a request of the Secretary of State, have written letters to him, giving 
their views, and throwing a great deal of light on the circumstances that 
impair the completeness of the registry. Copious extracts from these letters 
to the Secretary of State will be introduced. We hope their observations 
will receive the careful attention of the General Assembly, and of other 
readers, and that such letters will be written more frequently, and more at 
length. 

Before introducing these Extracts from Letters of Town Clerks, I will 
mention a very few points, bearing on the difficulties in the way of obtain- 
ing perfect returns, which came to my notice in conversing with physicians 
from the country. Some complain that the law requires them to expose 
their private business. It is astonishing that any member of a liberal pro- 
fession can make such an excuse for not doing his part m adding to useful 
practical knowledge. The community has a paramount right to information 
which affects its dearest interests, — information of the causes of death, the 
rate of mortality, and everything which may lead to means of prevention^ 

Some physicians have a practice running into several towns, and would 
have to communicate with every Town-Clerk within their circuit, once a 
month, if they obeyed the law strictly, and lost patients so often. This j 
would perhaps be considerable trouble, and might involve expense, withoutt 
any pecunio^ry recompense. I know that this circumstance has had eflfectj 
with some well-disposed Physicians. If the Secretary of State were author^ 
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ised to distribute, with the several kinds of blanks, stamped envelopes ad- 
dressed to *' The Town Clerk of ," it might help to remove this 

difficulty. 

I am sorry to believe that among some persons belonging to those classes 
to which duties are assigned under the Registration law, there is a disposi- 
tion to break the law down by neglecting its requirements, and thus giving 
it no chance to become useful. During the first week that I was engaged 
■On these returns, on the same day, I conversed with two highly respectable 
physicians. One resides in Glocester ; he said he had prepared returns of 
all Births in his practice since 1850, but had not put them in a way to reach 
the proper authorities, because other physicians told him they should not do 
so, and hoped he would not. The other has an extensive practice, partly in 
South Kingstown, and had once carried a list of births to the late Town-Clerk. 
The Town-Clerk told him this was the only return of the kind he had re- 
ceived, and advised the Doctor not to hand in the return. The list was 
brought to the proper officer, whose duty it was to record it and send it t'o 
the Secretary of State ; for doing this he would have been entitled to ten 
•cents for each birth, but he stood directly in the way of the law which he 
^as appointed to aid in executing! 



EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS OF TOWN-CLERKS. 

Warwick. 

March 28, 1855. 
Only two physicians out of eleven have made me returns, yet I have 
laken pains to see some of them, and request full returns* There is only 
one whose statement is full. I sent to all the clergymen I knew copies of 
the Act, requesting returns, but they are not full by any means. 

SAMUEL W. CLARKE. 

Warwick. 

December 10, 1855. 

Your circular, bearing date 30th, ultimo, in relation to Births, &c., is at 
hand. In reply, I will state that my fees for last year amount in the gross 
to seven and a half dollars. Our town has about eleven hundred voters, 
and is six miles by nine in area, thickly populated. I cannot obtain a prop- 
er person to " visit each and every family therein, and procure personally 
the facts required," for four times the amount of my fees. I will lay your 
circular before the Council, and see if they will pay such a person for do- 
ing the service required, but entertain no hope that they will do it. But if 
you will forward to me instructions to employ such a person at the expense 
of the State, I will then see that it is fully attended to. 

Most of the physicians of this town utterly refuse to make the returns. 
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asserting that the making of them is an exposition of their private business 
affairs, to which the State, or any person is not entitled. 

I exerted myself last year to obtain the whole facts, asking for and re- 
ceiving from the then Secretary of State an extension of the time for the 
purpose, but presume I did not get one half the facts. 

SAMUEL W. CLARKE. 

Jamestown. 

January 12, 1855. 

The reason for not making the required returns to you in June last was 
that no returns were made to this office of either a Birth, Marriage or Death 
prior to that time. 

After receiving your note of the 20th November last, I gave some con- 
siderable time and attention to the subject, either calling upon or addressing 
by note every family where a Birth, Marriage or Death has occurred ; re- 
spectfully soliciting them to make returns, or cause them to be made ; and 
I am happy to say that in every case, with one exception, that of a Birth, 
the request has been responded to. I have posted up in two public places 
printed copies of the late act, and have no hesitation in saying that it meets 
the approbation of all our good citizens, whose influence will ere long cause 
full and perfect returns to be made agreeably to law. 

By request, I beg leave to state that in our earliest though somewhat 
mutilated records, I find notices of Births as early as 1698, Marriages, 1689, 
Deaths, 1699 ; and from that time to the present, many families have 
caused records of Births, Marriages and Deaths to be made in this office. 

JOHN E. WATSON. 

Little Compton. 

April 10, 1855. 

My apology for not making my returns, according to the requirements 
of law, on February 1st, must be impaired health, and not a feeling that the 
matter is unimportant and may be delayed at pleasure. I have derived new 
ideas from the First Registration Report. The subject of genealogies has 
been my favorite study for nearly thirty years. 

Our Town is small ; about 1460 inhabitants ; and its extent about two 
and a half miles from the centre ; so that I have been able for about fifteen 
years to record all Marriages, Births and Deaths, very soon after they oc- 
curred, and sometimes the same day. 

You inquire if records have been kept of Births, Marriages and Deaths 
heretofore, and at how early a period, and what is the present condition of 
those records ? 

The Town of Little Compton was incorporated about 1680, about four 
years after the termination of Philip's War. The date of the first Town- 
Meeting after its incorporation is June 19, 1682. Three other Town-Meet- 
iags were held successively, the last one, January 26, 1683 ; the record is 
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then silent until December 11, 1696. The Record is then continued to the 
present time. I suppose that in the interval in which nothing is recorded, 
the Town held its meetings as usual, and the probability' is, that the records 
were made on loose pieces of paper or small manuscripts, before a regular 
book was procured in which to record the previous and later proceedings 
of the Town in Town meetings, and that these loose pieces of paper were 
scattered and lost before they were transcribed in the Record-Book. 

That Record is nearly or quite legible, but is almost entirely out of the 
binding. One half of it is devoted to the purpose aforesaid ; and then the 
Book is turned around, and the rest devoted to Marriages, Births and Deaths. 
The first Marriage recorded is August 22, 1695, and the Marriages continue 
down to the present time with regularity. The Births from 1680 are also 
continued with a good degree of particularity. There are but few Deaths 
recorded. The Deaths of the aged parents, who accompanied the Proprie- 
tors of the Town, and died here, are recorded almost without exception. 

The Proprietors' Record, which is of an earlier date than the former, 
commencing with the second session of the General Court at Plymouth, 
June, 1673, is in a good degree of preservation. 

1 first became acquainted with the state of our Records in 1830, and from 
that time resolved, if it was in my power, to transcribe them, as I knew 
that the lapse of a few years would rander them illegible. In 1840, 1 was 
appointed to the office of Town-Clerk, and the Records came into my pos- 
session ; and I transcribed them in 1842. Those persons who have had 
occasion to consult the Records, and who are extensively acquainted with 
Records in similar offices, have been constrained to acknowledge that they 
know of none so fair and intelligible. 

There are three Ministers in our Town, who are all, I think, favorable to 
the law, and make returns in conformity to it. These are all the Ministers 
in town. 

Two Physicians, who are favorably disposed. One has been here but a 
few months. These are all that are in the town. 

So long as I occupy my present station, and am in health, I will endeavor 
to have the returns punctual and full from Little Compton ; though I consider 
that I am but half paid for the service. The Registry act allows but ten 
cents, the price paid for recording, without making return. I trust the Leg- 
islature will take the subject of remunerating the Town-Clerks into consid- 
eration, and at least allow them a resusonable compensation for their ser- 
vices, — a living prices 

OTIS WILBOR. 

TlVEETON. 

January 22, 1855. 
Well, the new Registration Act went into effect the 1st January, 1855, 
and there will be a few more returns than under the old law ; but as to 
obtaining full returns, it will be far from it. The members from the country 
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towns in the Legislature ought to have known that parents would not go to 
the trouble of going or sending to the Town-Clerk's office, within ten dayd 
after the birth of a child, to make return. Why, this town is over 12 mUe^ 
long, and the clerk's office is from 6 to 7 miles from the extremes. When 
in 1853, it became time to make my returns to the Secretary^ I found I had 
but very few returns made to mCi I then adopted this course, — I took my 
horse and carriage, and went about and collected the information. But ten 
cents will not pay for so doing. Yet that is the way, and the only way, in 
which correct and full returns can be had. Let an Act be passed, directing 
the Town-Clerks in each Town, by themselves or deputy appointed for that 
purpose, to collect, record and return the Births, &c., &c., as now required 
by the Act, and pay them a fair compensation, say 20 cents for each, and 
you will get full returns. I do not think that 20 cents will be too much in 
country towns. In cities and compact places, a less sum would pay. 

ASA GRAY. 

Smithfield. 

January 31, 1855. 

The number of Births and Deaths recorded is very small, and I almost 
despair of being able in future to get many returns of Births and Deaths, 
Unless some person is appointed to visit each family in the town and obtain 
the necessary information. Perhaps this service might be performed once 
a year, by the Collector of Taxes, as thoroughly and economically as in 
any way, if authorized by law. 

All the copies of the late Registration Act have been posted up and dis- 
tributed ; and nearly all the Registration Reports, with many of the blank 
forms of returns have also been distributed. 

No Clergyman, Physician, Coroner, Undertaker, or Clerk of the Society 
of Friends, has yet forwarded his name and residence for record. 

I hope that fuller returns may be made in future. 

STAFFORD MANN* 

Chablestown. 

January 12, 1855. 

in regard to births, there has not in a single instance been a return vol- 
untarily made by the parents of the child. In every case, for two years 
past, wher© the parent is named as informant, the information has been 
obtained through my own solicitation ; hence 1 infer that there have been a 
number of births in this town that have never been returned. Of mar- 
riages, I think it quite probable that about all which have been consum- 
mated in this town of latfe, have been returned. 

Of deaths, there is quite an uncertainty about the fullness of the returns. 
One physician has made returns of all deaths that have occurred in his 
practice, according to law. Other deaths have probably occurred where 
the victim was not in the hands of any physician ; therefore it is very un- 
certain whether all have been returned. 
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I here close, hoping that the community will hereafter see the importance 
of a more perfect registration. 

CHARLES CROSS. 

Exeter. 

February 1, 1855. 

We 'are necessarily obliged to make our returns very imperfect this year, 
(as in our previous report,) owing to the delinquency of parents, physicians, 
and friends. The only physician resident in this town, made returns of 
the births where he was called in attendance, previously to June 1, 1853 ; 
but since that time he has failed to do so. There never have been any re-, 
turns of deaths made in this town, since the enactment of the law, nor of 
births by parents. We think it will not be attended to, until some person 
suiFers the penalty of the statute, and then people will open their eyes to 
their duty and fulfil the requirements of the law. 

We hope in our future returns to be able to give a full and perfect report 
of the births, marriages, and deaths which may occur in this town ; and 
also hope that Exeter will not fall in the rear, in proportion to the number 
of inhabitants, especially in the two former. 

THOMAS PHILLIPS. 

HOPKINTON. 

January 22, 1854. 

I feel well satisfied with the law respecting marriages ; but as to births, 
I think the law is not applicable to the case. I think births have not been 
so well recorded as they were under the old law in our town. I have 
talked with our physicians about it, and they say that they cannot make 
returns conveniently of the births where they attend, the child not having 
any name for months afterward, and I see no use in recording the birth of 
a child until it has a name. It seems to me that the parents are the proper 
persons to attend to that necessary thing. Let the obligation be on them, 
and them only, and put a fine large enough to move them, and put the law 
in force upon all who neglect, and in a little while 1 think the people would 
learn to attend to it. But as it is, it is hard for me to believe that it will 
ever be done as it ought to be. 

C. C. LEWIS. 

SoTTTH Kingstown. 

January 25, 1855. 

The blanks sent to this office from the office of the Secretary of State 
have been faithfully distributed ; but little attention is paid to them by any 
except the ministers. I belieye most of the marriages that take place are 
registered. 

POWELL HELME. 
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POPULATION. 



The returns of Births, Marriages and Deaths are of little use, for 
any purposes of general and comparative study, unless in connection 
with the census ol' population. The facts of family and individual 
history which form our immediate subject must be considered under 
different classifications, particularly as they present themselves in dif- 
ferent parts of the State, in persons of different sex and nativity, in the 
several parts of the year, and at various periods of life. To make any 
comparisons useful, we must know the whole number of those living in 
the State, in each region that we examine, of each sex and nativity, at 
the various ages of life, &c. In our present inquiry we have to take 
these facts from the census of 1850 ; and the few statements to be 
made under this head are mostly drawn from the original returns of 
that census, from the printed volume containing its results, and the 
excellent Compendium by J. D. B. DeBow, Superintendent of that 
census. 

The population of the State in 1850 was 147,545. Its area being 
1046.4 square miles, its density was 141 inhabitants to the square 
mile, being greater than that of any other state.* The density of 
population of the whole United States was in 1850, 7.90 inhabitants to 
the square mile. The population of this State for 1850 was 0.64 per 
cent, of the population of the Union. 

The population of this State has increased in every ten years' period 
since 1790 ; but not at a uniform, nor yet at a constantly accelerating 
rate. The rate of increase has been as follows : 

1790—1800, .02 per cent. 1820—1830, 17.02 per cent. 

1800—1810, 11.44 " '' 1830—1840, 11.97 '' '' 

1810—1820, 7.83 '' ^' 1840—1850, 35.57 '' '' 

* The Compendium of the Census, which is followed in the Eleventh Registration Report 
of Massachusetts, (page 94,) makes Massachusetts the most densely populated state. But 
the estimate of the area of Rhode Island is too large, (1306 sq. miles.) This estimate 
must be roughly made, and include a large area of salt water in Narragansett Bay. I have 
followed the most reliable authority, the State Map, by H. F, Walling, founded on actual 
suFTeys, and including only the smaller land-locked coves. 
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In the last decennial period it was greater than in any other state 
that figured in the census of 1790. The whole increase from 1790 to 
1850 was 113.49 per cent. 

The divisions of its population in 1850 were as follows : 





WHITE. 1 


1 COLORED. 1 


total. 


TOTAL. 




Male. 


Female. 


Total. 


1 Male. 


Female. 


Total. 


Male. 


Female. 


Bristol Co 

Kent Co 


4086 
7222 
9809 
19267 
22544 
7912 

70,340 


4117 
7617 
9916 
20747 
23150 
7988 

73,635 


8203' 171 
14839 1 106 


140 
124 
394 
833 
165 
276 

1,932 


311 
2291 

782, 

14991 

319 

680^ 

1 

3,6701 


4267 
7327 

9697 
19933 
22698 

8166 

72,078 


4267 
7741 


Newport Co 


19226; 
40014 
46694 
16900 

143,876 


388 
666 
164 
264 

1,738 


10310 


Providence City 

Rest of Peov. Co 

Washington Co 

Whole State 


21580 
23316 

8264 

76,467 





The white population has been steadily gaining on the colored, in 
every ten years since 1790. At that time the whites were 93.60 in 
every hundred of the whole population, and in 1850, 97.51 in every 
hundred, leaving the colored but 2.49 per cent. 

I have not the means of stating exactly the number of inhabi- 
tants in each division of the state, classified according to nativity. 
The enumerations in different accounts cannot be completely 
harmonised ; and I have not had time to make my own calcula- 
tions from the original returns of the census. 

According to a tabular view given by the Marshal of the Dis- 
trict,* the foreign-bom of the State were, in 

Bristol CoMnty, 1116, Providence City, 10,275, 

Kent " 1185, Rest of Prov. Co. 8148, 

Newport " 2528, Washington " 608. 

Making tl^p total for the whole State, 23,860. 

The residue, 123,685, consisted of American-born and those 
whose Nativity was unknown. 

The printed *« United States Census" gives this statement, 



Boii^ within the United States, 

Foreign-bom, 

Unknown Nativity, 



123,564, 

23,902, 

79, 

Total, 147,545. 



The difference is not great, and in estimating the proportions 
and percentages, we shall use the first of these accounts, as up- 



* Published in l*rpvidence Journal, February 10, 1851. 
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doubtedly nearly accurate, being prepared by the Marshal under 
whose care the Census was taken, and because it enables us to 
give the number and proportion of foreigners in each division of 
the State.* 

According to this statement, the foreign-bom were in the fol- 
lowing proportion to the total inhabitants in 1850. 

In Bristol do*, one in 7.63 
« Kent ** " " 12.72 
" Newport ** " " 7.91 
« Prov. City, " " 4.04 
♦« Rest of the Co. " " 6.66 
" Washington " " " 27.02 



or 


13.1i 


per cent. 


«f 


7.86 




M 


19.64 




(( 


24.76 




(( 


17.71 




it 


3.70 





« Whole State, ** '' 6.184 " 16.172 

We say, this is the most accurate estimate we can form of the 
distribution of the foreign-born inhabitants in 1860. A census 
now taken would no doubt show differences. The counties in 
which new factory villages have been springing up have more 
foreign-born heads of families than they formerly had. Both the 
counties of Kent and Washington, which had so small a propor-^ 
tion of foreigners in 1860, have probably a larger ratio now. 

According to the Compendium of the census of 1860, the irir 
habitants of Rhode Island included 102,641 natives of the State, 
21,668 other natives of the United States (11,888 of MassachuT 
setts), 16,944 natives of Ireland, 6,490 of other parts of Great 
Britain, and 1024 of British America, 236 of the German States, 
80 of France, &c. 

The Census of 1860 gives a full Table of the persons then living 

in this State classified by counties, age, color, and sex. From 

this we have computed the proportion living at each period of 

life, — those of unspecified age, only 17 in number, being exclu-r 

' ded. 

*0n page 114 of the Compcndiam of the Census is still a different statement, making the 
native population, 124,299, the native an4 &ireign, 147,410, leaving 23,111 for the foreign, 
and 135 unknown. 
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Rhode Island, 


1850. 




Of 


every 100 


living, 


there were, 




Under 6, 


12.01, 




50—60, 


6.05, 


6—10, 


10.67, 




60—70, 


3.78, 


10—20, 


20.61, 




70—80, 


1.79, 


20—30, 


20.72, 




80—90, 


0.69, 


30--40, 


14j82, 




90 and upw'd. 


0.07. 


40—50, 


9.51, 









In comparing the mortality of different parts of the State, we 
shall find it very necessary to know how the population of eaiih 
part of the State is composed, in particular as to age. On this 
account, I shall here introduce Tables similar to the lastj for each 
couhty separately. 

Bristol County, 1850. 
In every 100 living, there were. 



Under S, 


10.37, 




50—60, 


6.28, 


6—10, 


9.14, 




60—70, 


4.33, 


10—20, 


21.22, 




70—80, 


2.26, 


20—30, 


22.38, 




80—90, 


0.54, 


30—40, 


14.20, 




90 and upw'd 


1, 0.04. 


40—60, 


9.24, 










Kent 


County, 


1860. 






In every 100 Uviiig, 


there were, 




Under 6, 


10.46, 




50—60, 


6,97, 


6—10, 


10.67, 




60—70, 


4.46, 


10—20, 


22.75, 




70—80, 


2.21, 


20 30, 


18.86, 




80—90, 


0.71, 



30—40, 12.84, 90 and upW'd, 0.03. 

40—50, 10.06, 

Newport Coutity, 1850. 
In every 100 living, there were, 

50—60, 6.72, 

60—70, 4.65, 

70—80, 2.45, 

80—90, 0.89, 
90 and upw'd, 0.14 



Under 6, 


11.46, 


6—10, 


10.94, 


10—20, 


20.25, 


20—30, 


18.48, 


30—40, 


14.10, 


40—50, 


9.92, 



12 SECOND REGISTRATION REPORT. [1853-54. 





Providence 


! County, 1850. 




In every 100 


living, 


there virere, 


Under 5, 


12.57, 




50—60, 5.62, 


5—10, 


10.43, 




60--70, 3.27, 


10—20, 


20.12, 




70—80, 1.41, 


20 30, 


21.89, 




80—90, 0.42, 


30—40, 


14.88, 




90 and up ward, 0.05. 


40 50, 


9.33, 







Washington County, 1850. 
In every 100 living, there were, 
Under 5, 11.95, 60—60, 6.53, 

5—10, 11.50, 60—70, 4.55, 

10—20, 21.37, 70—80, 2.44, 

20—30, 18.09, 80—90, 0.89, 

30—40, 13.01, 90 and upward, 0.11. 

40—50, 9.57, 

I am indebted to Dr. Snow for an opportunity of computing 
the population of those living at different ages in the city of 
Providence, from tables which he has framed from the original 
returns of the Census of 1855. This Census will soon be pub- 
lished, as a City Document, with a minute analysis, bringing out 
a great many interesting facts. Those of unknown age are, as 
previously, left out in the following table. 

Providence City, 1855. 

In every 100 living, there were, 

Under 5, 12.93, 50—60, 5.02, 

5—10, 10.58, 60—70, 2.65, 

10—20, 19.13, 70—80, 1.08, 

20—30, 23.52, 80—90, 0.35, 

30—40, 15.61, 90 and upward, 0.04. 
40—50, 9.09, 

A glance at this last Table, compared with that for the State, 
will show the differences in the ages of the city population, and 
those of the inhabitants of our State taken at large. The city of 
Providence has most infants (under five years old) ; it has the 
largest proportion of adults in the prime of life, while in every 
age after forty it has the smallest proportion. Its excess belongs 
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IS 



therefore to two periods of life, that of early manhood and wo- 
manhood, and that of early childhood. When we come to the 
subject of mortality, and find the ages at which most deaths oc- 
cur to be considerably higher in all other parts of the State than 
in th6 city of Providence', we shall see that these facts explain 
the difference in part. The comparison may be carried out by 
noticing how the distribution of ages for every county but Provi- 
dence is the reverse of that in the city. In the ages over 60, 
Newport county takes the lead of all. 

As a less minute classification of ages, there is perhaps none 
better than one which separates the ages suited to active, self- 
supporting labor, from immature youth on one hand and declining 
years on the other. This classification is thus stated by Mr. 
Lemuel Shattuck, in a letter to the Secretary of State of Massa- 
chusetts, accompanpng the Eegistration Report of that State 
for 1845 : " Those under 15 years of age to be called the Depend 
dent Class, because they are dependent on those older for sup- 
port } thdse from 15 to 60 to be called the Productive Class, be- 
cause they are the only class who enjoy the full vigor of life, and 
are capable of discharging all its manifold duties ; and those over 
60, the Aged Class." The first and third may, he says, be con- 
sidered as consumers, the second as producers. However this 
may often seem incorrect or ungracious if said of individuals, it 
certainly may be said with general truth of the great divisions of 
the community. The little Table now given shows the popula- 
tion of this State classified according to this plan. 





LIVING IN 1850. 




Under 15. 


15—60. 


Over 60. 






Males 


Fem'ls 


Males 


Femas 


Males 


Fem'ls 


Total 


Bristol County, 

Kent County, 


1224 
2416 
3336 

14347 
2866 

24,189 


1283 
2444 
3306 

14371 
2798 

24,202 


2804 
4404 
5675 

26333 
4692 

43,908 


2590 
4688 
6050 

27967 
4761 

46,056 


228 
507 
671 

1951 
608 

3,965 


383 
609 
954 

2557 
705 

5,208 


8,514* 

15,068 


Newport County,.. 

Providence County* .... 
Washington County, . . . 
Whole State, 


20,007* 

87,526 

16,430 

147,545* 



* 2 Unknown in Bristol, 15 unknown in Newport. 
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BIRTHS. 

On comparing the returns of Births, now before us, with earlier 
Reports, we find some signs of improvement in the completeness 
of the record. In the I^irst Registration Report, which extended 
over the twelve months from June, 1852, to May, 1853, inclusive, 
there were reported 1859 Births, or 154.92 in a month. In Period 
No. I. of the newer returns now under exarnination, extending 
through the seven Aionths from June to December, 1853, there 
were 996 Births reported, or 142.29 a month, which was a slight 
falling off. But in our last Period, the year 1854, there were 2105 
reported, or 246 more than in the year covered by the First Re- 
port, being at the rate of 175.42 in a month. 

The ratio of births in a given period to the whole population of 
a State or country is one of the most interesting facts to be learned 
from a good registry system. Our present returns are altogether 
too incomplete to enable us to form such an estimate for the whole 
State. There is only one populous region which gives us pretty 
correctly the proportion of its annual births to its whole pop\ilar 
tion. This is the city of Providence, containing nearly two sev- 
enths of the whole number of inhabitants in the State. This city 
is canvassed by agents sent for the particular purpose of obtaining 
the Births, under direction of the Municipal Government. Within 
the past few months, (in 1855), Dr. Edwin M. Snow has been ap- 
pointed City Registrar, and we have no doubt that under his su- 
pervision the facts respecting Births will be as thoroughly learned 
as the nature of the case admits.* In other parts of the State, 
there are very few towns from which we have returns of Births 
that can be believed to be even nearly accurate. On account of 
this difference, I have separated Providence city, in most compar- 
isons, from other parts of Providence county. 

The number of births in Providence, in a month, appears to 
have been very nearly the same, ill the whole time embraced by 
our Reports. In the First Report, the Providence births are at 
the rate of 117.83 in a month; in oiir Period No. I, 113.00, and in 

*Aii Ordinance passed by the City Council of Pfoyldence, in December, 1855, contains a 
section authorizing the Board of Health " to employ a suitable person or persons, semi-an- 
nually in the months of July and January, to coUect the facts required by the laws of the 
State concerning all births which may have occurred in the city during the six months pre- 
ceding the first day of the months above named, provided that the expense thereof sh'all 
hot exceed the snm of two hundred dollars annually." 
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our Period No. 11., (the year 1854) 114.08 a month. The popula- 
tion of Providence was, by the Census of 1850, 41,513 ; and by the 
City Census of 1855, 47,785. If we may suppose its increase to 
have been uniform through these five years, we shall have for its 
population in 1853j 45,276, and in 1854, 46,531. 

The births reported in the year 1854 were, at this rate, about 
one for every 33 inhabitants, or three per cent* 

In Boston, in 1850, the registered births were one to every 
25.93 of the population, or about 3.90 per cent. In Philadelphia, 
in 1840, they were one to every 27«.53 inhabitants, or about 3.63 
per cent. 

From our whole State we have, as reported, the following Ratio 
of Births to the inhabitants in 1850. 

June — ^Dec, 1853, [7 months] 1 to 148.14, or 0.675 per cent. 
1854, [12 " ] 1 to 70.09, or 1.427 per cent. 

But in the First Eeport, the recorded Births are compared, for 
each county and for the State, with the " Represented Popula- 
tion," that is, the population of towns which made no returns is 
deducted, and the ratio computed afterwards. This seems the 
fairer way, though an examination of the returns would show that 
it is quite a matter of accident, in some cases, whether a particular 
town is included in the basis of calculation or not ; a single birth 
happening to fall within the months belonging to a particular 
period, and reported by the Town-Clerk of the town in which it 
occurred, rescues that town from the neglected subtrahend, and 
makes its inhabitants a part of the "represented" population. 

This plan is adopted in the following statement. 

Ratio of Births to Represented Population in 1850. 

June— Dec, 1853, 1 to 96.64 or 1.035 per cent. 
1854, 1 to 54.37 or 1.840 " 

The Ratio of Births to Represented Population was, in 

June— Dec, 1853, 1854, 

r cent. 1.879 per cent, 

0.948 
1.545 
3.298 
0.657 
'' 0.465 



Bristol Co., 


1.552 


Kent Co., 


0.321 


Newport Co., 


0.183 


Providence City, 


1.905 


Rest of the Co., 


0.231 


Washington Co., 


0.266 
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The number of males born, in all our returns, exceeds that of 
females, in the proportion of a little more than four and four- 
tenths per cent.* An excess of male over female births is gener- 
ally found in prosperous communities. It is a remarkable fact, 
one which we may be happy that the information now before us 
gives us no means of illustrating, that periods of general calamity 
are followed by a lessened preponderance in the number of male 
births, or even an excess of females. Thus it has been observed that 
children bom nearly a year after the prevalence of epidemic chol- 
era, in Philadelphia and also in Paris, twenty-five years ago, show 
a preponderance of female births. On the other hand, the favor- 
able circumstances of plentiful food, pure air, wholesome and suf- 
ficient occupation, without overworking, — all have been found to 
increase the proportion of male births. In this point of view, our 
returns are not very favorable indicatioijs of the state of our peo- 
ple. In Massachusetts, for the five years, 1849 — 1853, the excess 
of male births was about seven per cent. In Philadelphia, accord- 
ing to Dr. Gouverneur Emerson, who has directed particular 
attention to this point, it is about 7 per cent.; in I]^gland, about 
5 ; in France and Prussia, about 7 ; while "in the rural districts 
of the United States, and especially in the newest settlements," it 
is supposed to be not less than 10 per cent. We Jmst that fuller 
returns would enable this State to make a more favorable show ; 
and we note this comparison, not to throw a slur on the manly 
force of our State, but to provoke, if possible, more exg,ct atten- 
tion hereafter to this inquiry, which is considered one of the tests 
by which the welfare of a comm^nity may be judged, 

fXhatis, for every 1000 females, about 1044 males were born. 
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The Births for 1853 and 1854 were distributed as follows among 
the several months. 

1853. 1854. Total. 



January, 


15'2 


164 


316 


February, 


174 


149 


323 


March, 


157 


172 . 


329 


April, 


168 


159 


327 


May, 


146 


168 


314 


June, 


118 


178 


296 


July, 


150 


161 


311 


August, 


165 


209 


374 


September, 


146 


181 


327 


October, 


131 


196 


327 


November, 


150 


190 


340 


December, 


136 


170 


306 


Unknown, 




8 


8 



Total, 1793 2105 3898. 

Or, to arrange them by seasons, In Spring, 970 ; Summer, 971 ; 
Autumn, 994; Winter, 945. In Reports from other places, there 
is no very great preponderance of Births in any one season over 
another. Dr. Emerson, in analyzing 65,542 births in Philadelphia, 
found the greatest number had occurred in autumn and v^inter, 
the smallest of all in spring. 

The Parentage of Children Bom is exhibited under different 
heads in different parts of our Tables. In all those previous to 
1854, the Nativity of each parent is shown separately ; so that we 
learn how many Fathers there were of American birth, how many 
of Foreign birth, and how many of Unknown Nativity, and so 
again of the Mothers. In the Tables for 1854, four heads are 
made ; the first to include cases where both parents were Ameri- 
can ; the second, where both were Foreign ; third, where Father 
was American, and Mother Foreign-bom, and the fourth, where 
Father was foreign and Mother was American. The object of this 
change is to show the amount of intermarriages between those of 
American and of foreign birth ; and thus, to illustrate the degree 
of blending or mixture that has taken place. Where only one 
parent's nativity was unknown, it was presumed to be the same 
as that of the known parent. A fifth head, of Unknown, includes 
cases where the Nativity of neither Parent was recorded, 
c 
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No part of our returns will be more interesting than this, as 
years run on, and the system of Registration comes to be rightly 
appreciated. These records will throw a constantly increasing 
light upon the fortunes and growth of our two classes of popula- 
tion, — on the modes of increase of those of foreign descent, by 
birth and immigration, — on the fondness of the imported inhabi- 
tants and their children for different part of the State and different 
kinds of industry, and on their degree of admixture with the na- 
tive stock. 

The Tables for the last seven months of 1S53, will be ana- 
zed on the same plan as was followed in the First Registration 
Report. 

The Births reported in Bristol County were 84, (being only 
from the towns of Bristol and Barrington). 



American-born Fathers, 


75. per 


Foreign-bom Fathers, 


20.24 


Fathers of Unknown Nativity, 


4.70 


American-bora Mothers, 


80.95 


Foreign-born Mothers, 


16.67 


Mothers of Unknown Nativity, 


2.38 



From Kent County, there were reported 44 Births, (East 
Grreenwich alone furnishing any Report, while two scattering 
births have been picked up from Coventry, and mie from the largc^ 
town of Warwick). 

American-born Fathers, 43.18 per cent. 

Foreign-born *' 45.45 " 

Fathers of Unknown Nativity, 11.36 " 

American-born Mothers, * 34.09 " 

Foreign-bom " 34.09 «' 

Mothers of Unknown Nativity, 31.82 '' 

In Newport County, there were but 2b Births reported, — a 
scanty show ! (Jamestown, New Shoreham, and Tiverton, are un- 
represented). 

American-born Fathers, . 92. per cent. 

Foreign-born " 4. *' 

Fathers of unknown Nativity, 4. " 

American-born Mothers, 92. " 

Foreign-born " 0. *' 

Mothers of Unknown Nativity, 8. " 



In Providence City, there were 791 Births reported. 

American-born Fathers, 50.82 per cent. 

Foreign-bom « 48.42 

Fathers of Unkwxvii Nativity, 0.76 " 

American-bom Mothers, 49.81 " 

Foreign-bom '' 49.81 

Moth-ei's of Unknown Kativity, 0.38 " 

In the REST OF Providence County, there were 42 Barths re- 
ported, (Cumberhmd being the only town that showa '^mxi^^ than 
five). 



American-born Fathers, 


57.14. 


per cent 


Foreign-born " 


53.08 


u 


Fathers of Unknown Nativity, 


4.77 


u 


American-born Mothers, 


5-^.52 


6i 


Foreign-born " 


40.48 


u 


Mothers of Unknown Nativity,. 


Q. 


u 



In Washi.n<iton County, there were but 10 Births reported I 
six from Charlestown (the smallest town in the County, though. : 
ostensibly the most productive), and four from Westerly. 

American-bora Fathers, 90. per cent. . 

Foreign-born '^ 0. " 

Fathers of Unknown Nativity, 10. " 

American-born Mothers, 80. " 

Foreign-born ". 0. " 

Mothers of Unknown Nativity,, 20. '* 

From the entii'e State, there were reported, as having become;?' 
parents during the last seven months of 1853, 

Fathers of American Nativity, one in 1.844 or 54.22 per cent. 
" "..Foreign '' '' '^ 2.279 " 43.88 

" "^Unknown " " " 52.421 '' 1.90 

Mothers '* American " '^ " 1.869 " 53.51 

'' '' Foreign " « '' 2.264 '' 44.18 

" " Unknown '' *^ " 43.304 *' 2.31 

A comparison of this Table with a corresponding one in the First 
Eegistration Report, (page 73), shows a gratifying decrease in the 
number of " Unknown " Nativities. They were then over 17 per 
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cent., they are, in the returns now before us, only 2 per cent- 
This proves that bettei* attention has been given to noting the 
birth-places of the Parents of Children born. 

The American-bom parents, in the First Report, as now, slightly 
outnumbered the foreign born ; and their excess was then greater 
than now. It was then as 1.298 to 1; in the present returns, as 
1.223 to 1. We must wait another year before we can learn 
whether the political events of the two last years have discouraged 
the multiplication of voters that are to be, by the firesides of our 
adopted citizens, or whether they have not rather lent a new stim- 
ulus to this branch of productive industry. 

But this analysis is of little value, unless we combine a state- 
;ment of how many foreigners there were in the State, and in each 
iregion of it, with this account of the number of children they had, 
Jin a Table, under the head of "Population," we have given the 
^percentage of Americans and foreigners living in each division of 
«the State, calculated from the census of 1850. 

In the Registry for 1854, or our Period No. II, the Tables are 

..arranged so as to show the degree of mixture between Americans 

land foreign-bom, so far as indicated in the Parentage of the chil- 

♦ dren born. The following Table will show the percentage of 

Births falling under each of the four heads, named at the tops of 

•the columns : 



Bristol County 

Kent CJounty 

JNewport County 

.Providence City 

Rest of the County . . 

Washington County. 



Whole State. 



I PARENTAGE OF CHILDREN BORN IN 1854. 

Unknown. 



22.50 

28.46 

8.29 

0.37 

4. 

10.35 

6.08 



American. 


Foreign. 


Mixed. 


63.76 


8.75 


6 


47.69 


20.77 


3.07 


74.75 


14.75 


2.76 


46.02 


48.28 


5.33 


58.50 


36 


1.50 


72.41 


17.24 


0. 


61.92 


38.63 


4.47 



On comparing this with the general statement for our Period 
^0. I, we find the proportion of both "Foreign" and "American" 
Parentage lessened, partly by the introduction of a new class 
" Mixed," and partly by an increase of the "Unknown." But, on 
adding together "Foreign" and "Mixed" in this last Table, the 
sum is not quite equal to the " Foreign" Parentages of Period No, 
I, which shows a very slight decrease in the ratio, or proportionate 
number of foreign births. 

The whole number reported from most parts of the State, par- 
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ticularly from Washington county, and Providence county outside 
of the city, is too small to give any value to an estimate drawn 
from these records. They should be posted up and preserved, to 
compare with the fuller returns we hope to have in after years. 
Still, I do not know why. the errors and defects should fall more 
on one column of this Table than another ; and why it should not re- 
present accurately the proportionate share our counties take in 
adding to each class of the rising generation. If we suppose that 
it does, then we shall find the children of foreigners bear the 
largest proportion to the children of native-bom Americans in 
Providence county (of which there is very little doubt,) next in 
Kent, next in Washington and Newport, (the two differing very 
little,) and least in Bristol, which reports less than one seventh of 
its newborn of 1854, as either partially or wholly of foreign pa- 
rentage. 

A comparison of the proportion of Births of Foreign Parentage 
with the whole Foreign Population, made for each county, is a 
very interesting view. It shows the comparative productiveness 
of the two classes. Compare, for this purpose, the last little Table 
with the percentage of Foreign-bom Inhabitants in 1850, which 
we gave for each county in our remarks on Population. In every 
county but Bristol, (from which the facts are so few as to admit 
of accidental exception,) the percentage of Foreign Parentage 
among the Births exceeds that of Foreign Population; in Kent, 
Providence county (leaving out the city) and Washington, it is 
more than double. In the w^hole State, it is more than double, 
(38.53 : 16.17.) That is, the Foreign-born had more than twice 
as many children for their numbers as the native-bom. In this 
estimate the "Mixed" are excluded. If we add them, we have a 
total of 43 per cent, of all the births, as partially or wholly of For- 
eign Parentage. If we might suppose that the proportion of for- 
eigners in the State had not increased since 1850, which it has, 
this would represent, so far as our data are correct, the compara- 
tive productiveness for their number of our foreign-born and our 
native-bom citizens. The first would, on this supposition, fomi 
but Y^ or not quite one sixth of the inhabitants ; their natural 
increase, (without immigration) would be about two-fifths of the- 
whole natural increase of the population. 

In Providence City, w^hich makes the most reliable reports, the^ 
percentage of ''Foreign" Births, is nearly twice, and that of" 
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»' Foreign" and "Mixed" added together is more than twice the 
percentage of Foreign Inhabitants in 1850. 

The proportion of twin births is moreover much the largest 
among foreigners. Of the seven cases of twin births accmring in 
the last seven months of 1853, the parents were Irish in five in- 
stances. Of the 24 cases of twin births in 1854, the parents, in 
just half, were Irish, in one from " Great Britain," in' one unspe- 
cified, and in 10 Americali^ 

It \^Il be very curious to notice, ^hefi this mode of exhibiting 
the Pareiitage' shall have been continued for some years, whether 
the proportion of mixed Parentage increases^— that is, whether, sa 
far as shown by this test, the imported population tends to blend its 
blood more and more with the native, or rather the JVmericanized 
English stock. The more we reflect on such a question, the more 
we see that it is of the highest moment. Immigration seems just 
now to have received a check, whether permanent or not w^e are 
yet to see. What is to become of the large host arrived and ar- 
riving from beyond the Atlantic ? Shall they continue a separate 
class, nursing their own peculiarities, retaining the attachment of 
natives and citizens to the soil they have left, or shall they form 
new ties with the land of their adoption, and gradually mix with 
the race they find here? We must remember, however, that 
such mixture will be undoubtedly much more common among^ 
the children and grand-children of the two classes respectively; to 
test it properly, therefore, we ought to be able to go back a few- 
generations. The returns now before us show little admixture ; 
the number of Births ascertained to be of "Mixed" Parentage 
being less than one-twentieth of the whole number. 

The Births of colored children, reported as such,'in the last 
seven months of 1853, were less than one in fifty-five of all the 
Births, (1.81 per cent.) Those in 1854 were a little more than 
one in thirty-eight, (2.66 per cent.) The ratio of the colored in- 
habitants living in 1850 to the whole population was 2.49 percent., 
so that their productiveness seems to have been about in fair pro- 
portion to their number. 

The statement of Twin Births speaks for itself. We have al- 
luded to the high ratio of foreign parentage. The large number 
of ''Laborers" blest in this way is noticeable. In the census of 
1850, some occupation was assigned to 43,001 of the inhabitants 
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of Rhode Island ; and of these 8,593, very nearly one-fifth^ were 
styled Laborers, — being the largest class of any. Of the thirty-one 
fathers, in the twin-cases of our present returns, twenty-two have 
some occupation specified; and just half of these are called La- 
borers. 

No mention is made of Triplets. 



MARRIAGES. 

The whole number of Marriages reported for the last seven 
months of 1853, is 468 ; for 1854, 1047. The average in each 
month of the first of these periods, is 67 ; in each month of the 
second period, 87J . In the First Registration Report, the re- 
ported marriages averaged between 69 and 70 a month. So that, 
in spite of a falling off in the latter part of 1853, there has been a 
marked increase in the number reported in 1854. 

In the whole three periods added together, there were 2,346 
marriages registered, or pretty nearly half (j^) as many Marriages 
as Births. 

Our returns are inadequate to show what has been the real pro- 
portion of marriages to the population. But those who are ac- 
knowledged and recorded as having been made happy in this way, 
are, (if we take the population from the census of 1850,) in the last 
seven months of 1853, at the rate of one for every 91.99 in a year, 
and in 1854, one for every 70.46. From the whole population, 
however, we ought, perhaps, to subtract that of Towns which 
made no returns of Marriages, so as to base our calculation on the 
"Represented Population." Doing this, the ratio would be, for 
the last seven months of 1853, at the rate of one to 74.36 in a 
year, and for 1854, one person married in every 64.71. In the 
First Report, it was one to 81.636. 



1853. 


1854. 


Total. 


82 


102 


184 


62 


62 


124 


43 


52 


96 


53 


65 


118 
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93 
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70 


84' 
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130 


74 
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168 
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The Marriages for the two years, 1853 and 1854, were distribu- 
ted as follows among the different months : 



January, 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 

Unknown, 

Total. 769 1047 1816 

November, the month of Thanksgiving, and of the onset of win- 
try weather, is found pretty universally to take the lead in New- 
England, in the matter of marriages. 

The Nativity of persons married requires to be examined pretty 
much in the same manner as that of the parents of children bom. 
The Tables of 1854 are so framed as to show the number of mar- 
riages where one party was American and the other foreign, — or, 
the degree of admixture between native and imported inhabitants. 
Precisely the same change has been made here, as in the Tables of 
Births; so that these returns, also, when continued year after 
year, will throw light on the question of degree of mixture. The 
general analysis will be made in the same way as it was in the case 
of Births. 

First, of the period, June — ^December, 1853. 
The Marriages reported from Bristol County, being only from 
the towns of Bristol and Warren, were 35. 
American-bora Bridegrooms, 
Foreign-born Bridegrooms,' 
Bridegrooms of Unknown Nativity, 
American-born Brides, 
Foreign-born Brides, 
Brides of Unknown Nativity, 



82.86 


per cent 


14.29 




2.85 




88.57 




8.57 




2.85 
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The Mamages reported from Kent County, are 17, there being 
none from Warwick, and but one estray from East Greenwich. 
American-born Bridegrooms, 94.12 per cent. 

Foreign-born Bridegrooms, 5.88 " 

American-born Brides, 100 " 

The Marriages reported from Newport County are 41, there 
beino; none from Jamestown and New Shoreham. 

American-bom Bridegrooms, 73.17 per cent. 

Foreign-bom Bridegrooms, 4.88 " 

Bridegrooms of Unknown Nativity, 21.95 *' 

American-bom Brides, 68.29 *' 

Foreign-born Brides, 9.76 " 

Brides of Unknown Nativity, 21.95 *' 

In Providence City, there were reported 271 Marriages. 

American-bora Bridegrooms, 57.93 per cent. 

Foreign-bom Bridegrooms, 33.21 
Bridegrooms of Unknown Nativity, 8.86 

American-born Brides, 56.84 

Foreign-bom Brides, 34.29 
Brides of Unknown Nativity, 8.S6 

In Providence County, outside of the city, there w^ere reported 
59 Marriages. The towns of Burrillville, Cranston, Cumberland, 
Foster and Johnston, report no Marriages w^iatever ; and, indeed, 
outside of Providence City and Smithfield, there are but 23. 
American-born Bridegi'ooms, 76.27 per cent. 

Foreign-born Bridegrooms, 16.95 *' 

Bridegrooms of Unknown Nativity, 6.78 " 

American-born Brides, 77.97 *' 

Foreign-born Brides, 15.25 " 

Brides of Unknown Nativity, 6.78 " 

From Washington County, there were reported 45 Marriages, 
no town being wholly unrepresented except South Kingstown, the 
largest tow^n in the county. 

American-born Bridegrooms, • 93.33 per cent. 

Foreign-born Bridegrooms, 2.22 " 

Bridegrooms of Unknown Nativity, 4.44 " 

American-bom Brides, 93.33 *' 

Foreign-born Brides, 2.22 '' 

Brides of Unknown Nativity, 4.44 " 
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Finally, from the whole State, we have the following ratio, and 

percentage, of the different classes of Nativity of those married, 

during the last seven months of 1S53 : 

Bridegrooms of American Nativity, 1 in every 1,467, or 08.162 p. ct. 
" of Foreign '* 1 in every 4,294, or 23.291 " 

'' of Unknown " 1 in every 11,7, or 8.547 " 

Brides of American " 1 in every 1,472, or 67.949 " 

'' of Foreign " 1 in every 4,255, or 23.504 " 

" of Unknown *' 1 in every 11,7, or 8.547 *' 

In the statement of Man-iages, as of Bii-ths, the Tables for 1854 

are framed to show in how many instances the American-born and 

Foreign-born intermarried. 

The following Table will show the percentage of Marriages that 

fall under each heading named : 



Bristol County. 

Kent Co 

Newport Co . . . 
Providence Co . . 
Rest of county . 
Washington Co. 



Percentagefor 
whole Sti 



ef or \ 
:ite 5 



NATIVITY OF COUPLES MARRIED IN 18 54 ^i or^Fo°el'|n 

Aimrioan. Foreign. | Mi.tcMl. i Unknown, illnhab. '50. 



8().06percent 6.98 per cent €.98 per cent ! | 13.11 

90.14 •• 4.23 •• 5.63 " [ ' 7.86 

81.18 • • 5.88 • • ! 8.53 • • 9.41 per cent I 12.64 

47 36 •• 39.53 •• 19.47 •• ,3.64 •• [ -^^ — 

78.95 •• 10.53 •• , 6.58 •• 3.95 • 



95.77 •• I 1.41 •• : 2.82 



24.75 
17.71 

3.70 



64. 756 percent 24 069 per cen* ■ 7 .450 per cent ■ 3 . 725 per cent 



16.17 



These two last statements, compared with the First Registra- 
tion Report, will give us a fair idea of the change in the propor- 
tion of foreign maniages to all others. In that Report, the Ameri- 
can born couples were just about 2\ times as many as the foreign 
born couples. In the last seven months of 1853, there were al- 
most three (2.92 times) as many American born as foreign born 
couples. In 1854, the new class of " mixed" is introduced, and an 
exact comparison cannot be made between the nativities of par- 
ties married in this year and in previous periods. But, omitting 
the mixed, the full-blooded native American marriages for 1854 
were not quite in so high a proportion to the unmitigated foreign, as 
in the last part of 1853, but in decidedly higher than during the 
period covered by the first Report ; (being about as 2.69 to one.) 

In the city of Providence, the ratio of foreign to American mar- 
riages, as reported, has singularly wavered, within the short time 
represented by these documents. In the first Registration Report 
tlie foreign marriages in Providence, actually exceed those among 
the American born, (about as 10 to 9 ;) in the last seven months of 
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1853, they have dwindled to about a thh-d of the total number, 
while those of American born couples are considerably over half ; 
and, lastly, in 1854, the American-bom (excluding the mongrels) 
exceed the pure-blooded Foreign Maniages, about as 6 exceed 5. 
The percentage of Foreign Marriages for 1854, in the whole 
State, is considerably less than the percentage of Foreign Births ; 
thus confirming what we have alread)^ shown, that there is no sum 
our brethren from abroad are better versed in than multiplication* 
The " mixed" Marriages, how^ever, are more in proportion than the 
''mixed" Births. 

Among the '' mixed," more cases appear of American men mar- 
rying women born out of the country, than of the converse. The 
numbers are 45 and 33. The balance among the Births of " mixed" 
Parentage is slightly the other way, there being 49 of Foreign born 
fathers and American bom mothers, and 45 the converse. 

There is a diminution, in our last period, in the Marriages of un- 
known nativit;f , which we are glad to see. It gives reason to hope 
that fuller data will hereafter be obtained for answering some of the 
most important questions in regard to the materials our people are, 
and are to be composed of, and the fortunes of our large foreign born 
population. 

The number of Marriages recorded as among colored persons is 
so small (only seven in all, and none from Providence county) as 
to show that the point of color has been neglected in the records. 
The blame of this does not lie wholly with the persons who per- 
form the marriage ceremonies, and who are bound to make re- 
port of their doings in this line. The blanks furnished from the 
Secretary of State's office, though they suggest a large number 
of points to be noted, say nothiqg about the color of the parlies 
married. The defect is a little singular, and ought to be sup- 
plied. 

The table V. of Marriages for 1854, was not found in the first 
Registration Report. It speaks for itself, and presents many cu- 
rious points, but needs little comment. The period of age of 
both parties, within which the most marriages fall, is 20 to 25 
years for both parties, the next most common is 20 to 25 for the 
man and under 20 for the woman. Among the 1047 couples 
married, there were 39 males, (I can hardly can call them men) 
vunder 20, and 234 females under 20. There are no very remark- 
able phenomena of age among the married ; the oldest person be- 
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ing a man between 70 and 75, and the oldest women, three in 
number, between 55 and 60. 

The inquiry into the age of persons married is of considerable 
importanc3. " It is not a little remarkable," said the Registrar 
Geniiral of England more than ten years ago, ** that although the 
increase of population and the influence of early and late mar- 
riages on the welfare of nations, have for the whole of the pre- 
sent century occupied public attention, and been made the basis 
of theories which have guided or biased legislation, no provision 
has yet been made for determining the simplest fundamental 
facts, the foundation of all reasoning on the subject." The 
English law has since been changed, so as to furnish the facts. 
Though W3 do not gather much instruction from these tables the 
present year, we wish to call particular attention to them for the 
future. 

It is, we believe, a somewhat common opinion that a general 
early age at marriage is a favorable sign of the prei^lent comfort 
and welfare of a people. We will only indicate a comparison 
bearing on the point, as our facts aie too few to lead to any con- 
clusion. In every 100 reported Marriages, in the following 
places and periods, there were 

MALES. F1<:^^ALES. 

Under 25. Over 25. Under 25. Over 25 

In Massachusetts, 1853 and 1854 43,56 56.44 70.16 29.84 
In Rhode Island, 1854 48.06 51.95 73.16 26.84 

Before insisting on such a comparison, as a test of any kind of 
superiority in social condition, we ought to have some moral sta- 
tistics, to show the percentage of happy marriages among the 
youthful couples in our State. These, unfortunately, our regis ■ 
- try does not afford. 

DEATHS. 

The whole number of Deaths reported for the seven months, 
June to December, 1853, is 780, or at the rate of 111.43 in each 
month, The whole number for 1854 is 1720, or 143.33 in a month. 
In the first Registration Report, the average rate was 93.83 per 
month. There would appear therefore, to have been a steady and 
great increase in mortality within the short time elapsed since 
these Reports began. This was, however, more apparent than 
real. The year 1854 was marked by the epidemic prevalence of 
Cholera, which added to the actual mortality, not only under that 
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name, but by the large number of deaths ascribed to kindred dis- 
eases. But the principal advance has been, not in the activity of 
the great destroyer, but the more complete record of death's doings. 

In each period, there v^ere a little over a quarter more Births 
reported than Deaths. 

The proportion of the number of Deaths in any region to the 
number of persons living in it, is one of the most obvious tests of 
its healthiness. To use this test, we need the two elements to be 
accurately got — the number of deaths, and the number of inhabi- 
tants — both for the same space, and in the same year, or given 
period of time. In our State, we have not full returns of Deaths, 
and we have no census since that of 1S50. We cannot, therefore, 
apply this test. Either of these reasons would make our data un- 
reliable. 

Here, as in the case of Births, we have good returns from the 
City of Providence. We dwell upon these, not because the subject 
of mortality in the city is more interesting, or more needs careful 
examination, than that of mortality in a rural population. But 
we have the data for Providence, and not for any other very large 
body of the inhabitants of our State. The Deaths reported to the 
Secretary .of State from Providence were, in the former Registra- 
tion Report, 786, in the last seven months of 1853, 583, and in 
1854, 1269. The average rate in a month was, in the first Report, 
65.5, in our period No I, 83.29, and in our period No. II, 105.75. 

Under the head of Births, we have mentioned in what way we 
estimate the population of Providence to have been, in 1853, 
45,276, and in 1854, 46,531. Supposing this estimate to be cor- 
rect, the reported deaths for the whole year 1853, would be one 
for every 43.2 of its population in that year, or 2.31 per cent., and. 
for the year 1854, one for every 36.67 inhabitants^ or 2.73 per 
cent. But it is believed that the population was greater by seve- 
ral hundreds in the middle of the year 1854, than at the time when 
the census of 1855 was taken, the depression of business in the in- 
termediate winter having driven away many persons employed 
here, with their families. Add to this, that the Cholera prevailed 
in 1854, and we see that this estimate must make the mortality of 
Providence quite too high. 

In a period of twelve years, ending with 1853, the average pop- 
ulation being estimated from the enumerations of 1845 and 1850, 
the interments reported in Providence were about one annually 
for every forty-six inhabitants. But we cannot form a correct 
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idea of the mortality of Providence from tliese records. In the 
whole twelve years many deaths must have taken place that were 
not repoi-ted. On the other hand, many interaients are included 
of persons who lived outside of the city, in Cranston, North Prov- 
idence and Johnston. These persons are not included in the city 
population in the census, but their deaths go to swell the lists of 
its mortality. In the last five months of 1855, this suburban pop- 
ulation contributed 99 to the interaients recorded in Providence. 
It is estimated that this population, which has greatly increased 
of late years, now amounts to 9000 or 10,000. The annual mor- 
tality — years of epidemics not included-— is probably not less than 
that mentioned for 1853, one death to forty-three or forty-four in-' 
liabitants. 

With this statement, let us compare a few of the most reliable 
^iccounts from other places. I have three, received from private 
correspondents, which I believe to be quite accurate and full. 

By an account of the mortality of Bristol, which I owe to the 
kindness of Bennet J. Munro, Esq., of that town, it appears that 
in the year 1850, when Bristol had 4,G16 inhabitants, there were 
6G deaths, or almost exactly one to 70 inhabitants. But that^as 
a favorable year. The deaths for ten years, lS5d to l84^inclu- 
sive, were 786. Leaving out 1855, so as to bring the census of 
1850 to the middle of the period we are to consider, we have as 
the result, one death annually to 62 2-3 of the average population, 
(assuming that the population increased at a uniform rate.) 

Dr. Otis Bullock, of Warren, has favored me with a record of 
all the deaths in that town for fourteen years, ending with 1855. 
They amount to 584, or 41.71 in a year. Taking the eleven years, 
1845 to 1855, inclusive, in the middle of which period the census 
of 1850 was taken, we have an annual average of about one death 
to every 72 1-2 of the inhabitants, (72.47.)* The population in . 
1850 was 3,103. 

By a letter from David King, M. D., of Newport, giving an in- 
teresting statement of the Deaths in that city, for the year 1855, 
it appears that the deaths in that year were 133, or about one to 
every seventy-two of its inhabitants in 1850. Its present popula- 
tion I do not know. 



*^lhe deaths were in 1842, 33 The deaths were in IW, 35 The deaths were in 1852, 40 

1843, 41 " <« 1848, 34 *• *' 1853, 51 

1844, 39 ♦* « 1849 36 *♦ " 1854, 46 

1845, 34 ' " «' 1850. 62 *• ** 1855, 43 
184C, 4a - " i85i;44 
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The town of Middle town has varied little in population for 
many years. Like its island-sister to the westward, it has change^l 
slowly, though with an undeviating tendency toward zero.* In 
the returns of the last United States Census, the Assistant Mar- 
shal for Middletown w^ritcs : *' From statistics kej)t by myself, I 
find the number of Deaths in this town to be 126 for the last 
twelve years, with but little variation in the population during 
that time." This would make an annual rate of not far from 
one Death to every eighty inhabitants. 

Such is the proportionate mortality, according to the best infor- 
mation at hand, of the two cities, the one fast becoming a densely 
* peopled capital, the other attracting elegant and wealthy families, 
by its beauty and salubrity, — of two compact towns, long the busy 
.seats of commercial and manufacturing enterprise, yet preserving 
many of the charms^and advantages of rural condition, — and lastly, 
of a strictly farming town. They present a strong, momentous 
contrast. Th/e force of this contrast may be slightly lessened by 
taking into account the higher proportion of infants, and young 
adults — the most frequent victims, as we shall see, of many most 
destructive diseases — in the city population. But, ovei|and above 
airthlit can thus be explained, we see the wasting powers that cut 
life short, pressing with far greater force on the inhabitants of the 
large city. 

From our whole State we have, as reported under the registry 
law, the following ratio of Deaths to the inhabitants in 1850: 

For June to December, 1853, 1 to 189.16, or 0.529 per cent. 

For 1854, 1 to 85.73, or 1.166 jjer cent. 

If we deduct the population of unrepresented towns, the ratio 
will be : 

For June to December 1853, 1 to 136.82, or 0.788 per cent. 

For 1854, • 1 to 72.88, or 1.372 per cent. 

In Massachusetts, where an excellent system of registration has 
furnished many reports of the highest value, the annual mortality 
for the years, 1851 to 1854, was about one death to fifty-four inhabi- 
tants. We use in making this estimate, . the result of the State 
enumeration, which makes the population of that State in 1855 to 
have been 1,133,033. 

In Boston, the rate computed in exactly the same way, was one 
death to thirty-six and a half of the population. 



fMiddletown numbered in 1820, 949 inhabitants ; in 1850, 83"); Jamestown, at the former 
period 443, at the latter, 358. 
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But there are other modes of estimating the healthiness of a re- 
gion under examination, by comparing one part of the returns of 
deaths, with another. These modes will lead to pretty correct re- 
sults, even though the returns are incomplete, if we are sure that 
the facts reported are fair, average specimens of all the facts that 
ought to be reported. We may then assume that what is true of 
the recorded facts, would be true of the whole mass of facts in the 
community. These methods consist mostly in the comparison of 
the ages at which persons have died. The two tests which I shall 
refer to are, first, the average age at death, and, secondly, the pro- 
portion of deaths occurring within certain specified periods of life . 
One source of fallacy in this estimate must be mentioned at the 
outset. In the country towns, it would seem as if the deaths of 
important or well-known characters attracted the notice of the re- 
cording officers paiticularly, while those of infants who have made 
no figure (not to say, no noise) in the world, are not thought note 
worthy. Some of these characters will be the elderly persons of 
their neighborhoods. In the city of Providence, offthe other hand, 
every interment is reported, whether of child or adult, on the 
whole, perhaps, as completely as the nature of the case admits. 
This circumstance enhances the very great apparent difference in 
mortality of children, betw^een city and country. It is worth a 
thought, whether this may not be the case in many other States and 
countries. 

The average age at death, in each of our two Periods, in each 
town and county, and for each sex separately, as well as for the 
two sexes taken together, will be found stated in the First Table 
for each Period, toward the right hand side. We need not repeat 
the figures there given. It appears that the general average age 
at death was, for the First Period 26.82. years, for the second Pe- 
riod, 27.60. For the whole nineteen months covered by this 
Report it was 27.36. In each period, it was more than two years 
longer for females than for males. For the whole nineteen 
months, the average age for males was 26.31, for females, 28.64. 
The Counties stand in the following order, as to average longevity, 
for the first Period, Newport, Kent, Bristol, Washington, Provi- 
dence ; the second Period, Kent, Newport, Washington, Bristol, 
Providence. In the former Registration Report, Newport county 
stood highest, and Providence county lowest. Not only does 
Providence county always show the least average duration of life, 
but the city of Providence, in each of the three periods referred 
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to, showed a smaller average than its county. The highest aver- 
age duration of life exhibited by any whole county for one of the 
three periods was reported from Newport county for the period 
June to December, 1853. This county then reported 33 deaths at 
specified ages, and the average age was fifty-seven and a half years, 
(57.51). The lowest average is that of Providence county in the 
First Eegistration Report, being just twenty-three years. 

It is uncertain how nearly the average age as computed from 
reported facts corresponds with the real average. From Dr. Bul- 
lock's account of the mortality of Warren, it appears that the 
average age at death for six years past in that town has been thir- 
ty-four and a half years.* Several of the deaths he mentions 
were of infantile diseases, and the facts are a fair representation 
of the mortality of Warren. 

In Massachusetts, for the five years 1849 — 53, the average age 
at death was 26.93. In Suffolk county, which contains little more 
than the city of Boston, it was 20.15, in Berkshire, Franklin and 
Hampshire counties, all of them in the western portion of the 
State, it was over 32 ; and, in Martha's Vineyard, (Dukes County) 
it was 38.79, in Nantucket 33.99. We quote this last result 
particularly on account of the proximity and similarity in situa- 
tion, of these counties, which show so high a mean duration of 
life, to the southerly towns of Newport county. We earnestly 
hope that these towns. New Shoreham especially, may give us the 
means in future of showing, by unanswerable figures, the superior 
value of life among the hardy islanders. 

Another use may be made of the ages of persons who died, as 
a test of general healthiness. This is by finding what proportion 
die in childhood, in the first year of life, the first five years, and 
so at other specified periods of life. This may be done, with a 
fair approach to correctness, even though the returns are very 
defective, provided they are accurate so far as they go, and present 
average specimens of all the deaths in the community. In using 
this mode, with some degree of detail, we shall leave out of our 
reckoning all deaths whose age is unspecified, and then show how 
many in every hundred of all that remain occurred within certain 
periods of life. In the whole State, 
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In comparing the columns for the two Periods, it is quite curi- 
ous to observe how closely those ages, in which the year 1854 had 
the higher proportion, correspond with those which we have 
classed as the ** Productive " age of life.* There are probably 
two reasons for this ; the first period was of only seven months, 
including the hot months, especially August and September, the 
most fatal season to children : and the second period was a year 
in which we had the cholera. This disease chooses its victims 
mostly among adults in the prime of life. In the city of Provi- 
dence, in the year now under notice, 159 deaths were reported, 
and 103 of these were between twenty and sixty years of 
age. 

From an article in the Providence Journal, compiled by the 
present writer, and published February 22d, 1854, it appears that 
the interments reported in that city (including those of non-resi- 
dents, and excluding the still-born), from 1842 to 1863 inclusive, 
were 9668. The ages of those who died were divided in the fol- 
lowing proportions. 

Providence, 1842—1853. 
In every hundred Deaths, there were, 
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The deaths under 10 in the city make a considerably larger 
fraction of all the deaths, than those under 20 in the State. 

A comparative view of the mortality at different ages, in each 
county of the State will next be given. The figures under Kent 
and Newport show that the deaths of young children are not near 
so completely reported as those of the village patriarchs and 
gossips. Notice the high proportions between 70 and 90, in these 
counties. 
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Mr Munro's account of the deaths in Bristol, before quoted,, 
shows that the infantile mortality in that town, when fully reported, 
forms nearly as large a proportion of the whole mortality as in 
Providence. He has not subdivided the periods of life quite so> 
minutely as we have done in the State returns, but perhaps, 
enough so for practical purposes. 

Town of Bristol, 1846 — 1855 inclusive. 

Of every 100 Deaths, there were. 

Under 6 41.1 50—70 13.99 

5_20 7.76 70—90 16.03 

20—50 19.72 90—100 1.4 

This single Table, contrasted with the preceding one, in which 
Bristol county showed but 28.23 per cent, of its mortality as un- 
der five, and other counties still less, proves conclusively that 
our records are more imperfect in regard to deaths of children 
than those of adults. 
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There is one source of error, not yet adverted to, in opinions 
formed from this computation of ages. The population of one 
state or county or town may be very differently composed from 
that of another. Emigration, in particular, may lead to a much 
larger proportion of young persons, or of old, in one place than 
another. This cause affects any comparisons drawn between 
different parts of the State, operating especially to the disadvan- 
tage of the country-towns. The agricultural portions of our 
State are being steadily drained of their young men and women, 
by movement toward the cities and large villages, and to the 
Western States. For example, we have seen that Middletown 
has a very small rate of mortality, and yet has been continually 
lessening in population. This must be because the young people 
move away, leading to an excessive proportion of aged persons, 
and a small ratio of births. So of other and larger places. On 
this account, the test we have been using may lead to erroneous, 
or rather exaggerated, impressions. 

There is reason to believe that the average age at death in New 
England is lower than in Western Europe. One great reason 
doubtless is that the tide of emigration has set this way, bringing 
a great number of young adults, and leading to a large propor- 
tion of children. In the same way, the rural districts of this 
State present an average duration of life, and a percQiitage of 
deaths in the later periods of life, out of proportion to {heir real 
superiority in sanitary state over the city. We ought be able to 
compare the two following ratios, the ratio of those living at 
each age to all the living, and the ratio of those dying at each 
age to all who died ; and in order to compare different counties 
together, we ought to use ttiese ratios as computed for each several 
county. This we can only do approximately, and by assuming, 
first, that the population is now distributed through the different 
periods of life in the same proportions as it was in 1850, and sec- 
ondly, that the facts we have reported are average specimens of 
all the facts of the same kind in their several counties. Tables 
showing how many out of every hundred inhabitants living 
in 1850 fell under each specified age will be found in our Remarks 
on Population, and may be compared with our last Table of deaths 
in the several counties. Such a comparison leads to interesting 
results, which we have not time to follow out more fully. 

An examination of the figures we have given will show that, 
judged by either test we have named, the rate of mortality in a 
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year, the average age at death, or the proportions who die at 
each specified period of life, after allowing for all the sources of 
mistake, the sanitary condition of the large city is less favorable, 
and the chances of human life are smaller, than in the state at 
large, or in other towns. It also shows, I think, that the general 
tendency of the errors inevitable in all such estimates is to make 
this difference appear greater than it is in truth. 

In both the Periods now before us more Females than Males 
were reported as djdng. The excess of Females was in our Period 
No. I., 31, in Period No. II., 70 ; in each almost exactly —^ of the 
whole number of deaths. This excess of females dying is general- 
ly found in this country. In the earliest ages of life the excess is 
the other way. The difference in this point is not very marked in 
our own returns. The following Table will show on what por- 
tions of life death presses most heavily in the two sexes. It is 
calculated from the returns for our two Periods added together, 
(deaths at unspecified ages being excluded.) 

In every 100 Deaths of each sex, there were, 
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The Deaths were distributed as follows between the different 
months. 

1853. 1854. Totals. 
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Total, 1243 1721 2,964. 

These figures show that August is by far the fatal month, and 
September next, the third rank being held by July, except in 1853. 
The article before quoted from the 'Providence Journal, based on 
the interments in that city for twelve years, says, "It will be seen 
that July, August and September form a part of the year far more 
fatal than any other. The mortality rapidly falls off in October, 
and then from November round to the beginning of summer is 
nearly uniform. March is nearly always the most fatal month in 
this portion of the year. There is a nearly constant falling off in 
June, followed by an increase so rapid that the interments in Au- 
gust are more than twice the monthly average of the colder half 
of the year." In the records now before us, no month but July 
and September has half as many deaths reported as August has. 
The months, April, May, November and December appear con- 
stantly near the foot of this scale of mortality. 

We have not the means of shewing, what is very fully proved by 
records from other places, that in our climate the increased mortal- 
ity of summer is mainly among children. The excess of mortality 
in the hot months bears on the ages below fifteen ; the deaths in 
«adult life are pretty equally distributed through the seasons, (epi- 
demics excepted), while the colder part of the year is generally 
jnost fatal to persons over sixty years of age. 
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The Deaths reported in Bristol County, for June — Decem- 
ber, 1853, were 65. The Nativity of those who died was as fol- 
lows : 

American, 89.23 per cent. 

Foreign, 4.62 " 

Unknown, 6.15 " 

Those from Kent County, ( Warwick furnishing none, though 
it contains more than half the population of the county, and West 
Greenwich furnishing only one,) are 24. The Nativities were : 

American 70.83 per cent. 

Foreign, 20.83 " 

Unknown, 8.33 " 

Those from Newport County were 35, (Jamestown, New Shore- 
ham and Tiverton furnishing none.) Their Nativities were : 
American, 04.28 per cent. 

Foreign, 2.86 " 

Unknown, 2.86 « 

Those from Providence City were 583. The Nativities were : 
American, 66.04 per cent. 

Foreign, 20.24 " 

Unknown, 13.72 " 

Those from the rest of Providence County, (there being none 
from Burrillville, Foster, Glocester or Johnston,) were 60. The 
Nativities were : 

American, 76.67 per cent. 

Foreign, 10. " 

Unknown, 13.33 " * 

Those from Washington County were 13, (9 being from the 
smallest town, and only one in that county which anywhere near 
meets the requirements of the law, Charlestovm.) No person who 
died is recorded as of Foreign Birth, and but one of unknown. 
The Percentage would stand thus : 

American, 92.31 per cent. 

Unknown, 7.69 " 

From the whole State, June — December, 1853, the Nativities of 
those reported as having died were as follows : 

American, one in 1.415, or 70.64 per cent. 
Foreign, one in 5.865, or 17.05 " 
Unspecified, one in 8.125, or 12.31 " 
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The Deaths reported in Bristol County for the year 1854, were 
111. The Nativities of those who died were : 

American, 73.88 per cent. 

Foreign, 11.71 

Unknown, 14.41 " 

Those from Kent County were 82. The Nativities were : 
American, 82.93 per cent. 

Foreign, 6.10 " 

Unknown, 10.97 " 

Those from Newport County were 113, (New Shoreham andf 
Tiverton furnishing none.) Their Nativities were : 
American, 69.91 per cent. 

Foreign, 13.28 " 

Unknown, 16.81 « 

Those fram Providence City were 1,269, and their Nativities r 
American, 57.45 per cent. 

Foreign, 26.16 " 

Unknown, 16.39 " 

Those from the rest of Providence County were 120, (Bur- 
rillville being the only town from which we have no record of a 
death.) Their Nativities were r 

American, 56.20 per cent. 

Foreign, 17.36 

Unknown, 26.44 " 

Those from Washington County were 25, (only Exeter being 
absolutely without any death on record.) Their Nativities were r 
American, 84. per cent. 

Unknown, 16. " 

Finally, from the whole State, the Nativities of those reported 
as dying in 1854 were in the following proportions : 

American, one in 1.644, or 60.84 per cent. 
Foreign, one in 4.459, or 22.43 " 
Unspecified, one in 5.976, or 16.73 " 

The proportion of Deaths of foreigners in the whole State for 
either period is somewhat greater than that of foreigners living 
in 1850. It is not far from half as large as the proportion of 
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Births of foreign parentage in our two periods now before us. It 
is much larger in our second period than in the first ; the second, 
the year 1854, having been a year of cholera, which found a 
very large part of its victims among those born abroad. The 
per centage of Deaths of foreign-born was still less in the former 
report than in our first period. It was then 14.74. Our Births 
being classed by their parentage, it would be very interesting if 
we could obtain the same facts in regard to Deaths, and separate 
the deaths of children of foreign parents from those of persons 
of American extraction. Dr. Snow has introduced this improve- 
ment in the Providence Registry, and it will enable him to show 
how largely the infantile mortality of our hot months is increased 
by the great number, and the great productiveness of the import- 
ed population. Our State returns do not permit us to do this. 
Dr. Snow's report, as City Registrar of Providence, will be pub- 
lished soon after this present document, and will illustrate 
the point. A result of the same kind from the last report of the 
City Registrar of Boston will show the importance of recording 
distinctly the nativity and parentage. In the year 1854, 4441 
deaths were recorded in that city, of which 2,934 were of Amer- 
ican-born persons, and only 1,380 of Irish-born. But only 1,726 
were born of parents belonging to the United States, while 2,461 
were of Irish parentage. Of those that died under one year old, 
330 were of American parents, 641 of foreign parents ; of those 
who died between 1 and 5, 288 were of American parents, and 
677 of foreign parents. These facts evince how much the large 
immigration of persons in early adult life, and more fertile than 
our own natives, is adding not only to our number of births, but 
to the sum of sickness and death, and especially of infantile 
death. 

Our tables are mostly modelled after those of the first Report, 
and must share with those the blame of entirely omitting to sep- 
arate the deaths of colored persons. This omission we will en- 
deavor to supply in a measure. There were, in our two pe- 
riods taken together, just 100 deaths noted as of colored persons, 
black or mulatto ; from June 1st to December 31st, 1853, 32, and 
in 1854, 68. Almost all the deaths recorded were marked as of 
whites ; a very few deceased persons whose color was not speci- 
fied, are presumed to have been white* The ratio of reported 
mortality in 1854 to the living colored population in 1850, was 
about one to 53, or 1.86 per cent., while that of all classes, 
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white and colored included, was only about one to 86, or 1.17 per 
cent. 

Of the hundred reported as dying, there were, in Bristol 
County, 8 males and 6 females ; in Kent, one of each sex ; in 
Newport 3 females, and 1 child of unreported sex ; in Providence 
City, 38 males, 38 females ; in other towns of Providence County, 
none; in Washington, 2 of each sex ; total, 49 males, 50 females, 
and one of unknown sex. There were, 
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The monthly average of deaths of colored persons was for the 
whole year 1854, 5.67. The excess of mortality in hot months 
noticed in general mortality is not found here. There were, in 
1854, 9 deaths in January, 8 in February, 7 in March, in June 
and August each 6, in April, September, October, November, De- 
cember each 5, in July 4, in May 3. 

In the city of Providence, for the twelve years ending with 
1853, the proportionate mortality among the colored was greater 
than among the white, about in the same ratio as we have just 
found it for the State, or as 8 to 5. 

CAUSES OF DEATH. 

Under each of our two periods, there are three tables, designed 
to illustrate the causes of death. They may be read without 
difficulty, the last one requiring a little explanation, which may 
be found in a note at the end of the tables for 1854. They pre- 
sent in themselves a very thorough analysis of the facts, and there 
is little left to do, except to bring together our two periods, to 
give some hints of the general lesions to be drawn from these 
statistics, and, if possible, introduce some comparisons from other 
states. We have not time to do this last at much length. Of 
all the 2500 deaths reported in the two periods, 2309 have some 
assigned cause. The number without specified cause is, in each 
period, almost exactly one in thirteen ; in the first report, it was 
a very little less. 

The names of the diseases used in the original returns are 
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generally retained in the tables. Their form sometimes required 
to be changed, and some were so incompatible with the circum- 
stances attending the deaths ascribed to them, or with all good 
usages of speech, that they could not be admitted into a report. 
But any attempt to reform nomenclature ought to come from 
those who see the cases, rather than the compilers of these 
reports. 

The first class of causes of death is entitled Zymotic Diseases. 
The essential idea of this term is, that the diseases are produced 
by some poison entering the blood from without, and leading to 
changes in it, analogous in some respects to fermentation. The 
analogy, however, cannot be safely carried beyond the mere 
statement we have just made, that a cause is introduced, which 
excites changes in the vital fluid. The minute nature of these 
changes is not known. The poison is always organic in origin. 
With regard to several of these diseases, it is specific, or capable 
of propagating its own kind only. It may be introduced by in- 
oculation, or by contact followed by absorption, or by being 
diffused through the air and breathed. It may travel as an epi- 
demicj or haunt particular localities, as an endemic, (like intermit- 
tent fever in marshy regions,) or spread by infection. 

But the term is extended, in the Registration Reports of high- 
est authority and value, to some diseases which, in our own cli- 
mate and circumstances, do not commonly depend on any such 
poison. For the sake of uniformity, this example is followed 
here ; but I think the truth in regard to our own State would be 
more exactly expressed by leaving out at least one disease from 
this class. I refer to Croup, As we see it, I do not know that 
this is anything more than an inflammatory disease, caused often 
by cold and damp, as Pneumonia and Pleurisy are, not epidemic, 
not contagious, and only endemic in the improper use of that 
word, which extends it over diseases produced by ordinary ex- 
posures, and which are of course most common in the most ex- 
posed situations. In Paris, very probably in other European 
cities, it prevails in particular seasons, and localities, with very 
great severity, making little epidemics. With us, it is more com- 
mon in some seasons than in others, and so is Pneumonia. Diar- 
rhoea is often caused by imprudence in diet or exposure to damp, 
without any sign of zymotic influence. But the .fatal cases of 
diarrhoea and dysentery are generally under unfavorable atmos- 
pheric influences, in the midst of foul air, and often running in 
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epidemics, so that these diseases, considered as cames of death, fall 
properly under this head. 

Zymotic diseases formed, in the two periods taken together, 
35.95 per cent, of all the specified causes of death. In the first 
period, they were 33.19 per cent. In the second period, when 
the cholera added 176 to the sum of mortality, zymotics caused 
37.19 per cent. In the first Registration Report they were charged 
with only 28.73 per cent. This last ratio is nearly as high as that 
presented by the Massachusetts registry from its commencement 
to the close of the year 1854, which assigned to these diseases 
29.05 in every 100 deatlis from ascertained causes. The highest 
percentage from these diseases in any one year of the Massachu- 
setts Reports was 38.70, in the year 1849, when cholera, dysen- 
tery and scarlatina were particularly fatal. 

These diseases do not bear the same proportion to other causes 
of death in different parts of the State. Thus, to take our two 
periods together, out of every hundred deaths from specified 
causes in each county, those from zymotics were, in Newport 
county, only 2.48, in Kent but 7.61, in Bristol, 20.34, in Wash- 
ington, 21.87, while in Providence county they were about two- 
fifths of the whole number, or 39.33 in a hundred. 

By a newspaper article before quoted, it appears that of the 
9668 deaths recorded in the city of Providence in the twelve 
years ending with 1S53, 8794 had some assigned cause. Of these 
3024 were attributed to zymotic diseases, being about 34.39 per 
cent. By the registry now before us. Providence city had from 
June 1853 to December 1854, 37.29 per cent, of its deaths ascribed 
to these diseases. 

There is in the Appendix, a table of the causes of death in War- 
ren for six years past, framed from Dr. Bullock's communication. 
By this it appears that in that place the mortality by zymotic dis- 
eases has been less than a fifth of the whole mortality from known 
causes, and but about a sixth of the entire mortality. The respi- 
ratory class caused about a third. 

By the table from Bristol, we find that of all the deaths in that 
town, from all causes, 30.52 per cent, were attributed to zymotics, 
or nearly twice as large a proportioii as in the adjoining tovni of 
Warren. The respiratory class is charged with only 15.91 per cent. 
But the statement, from which I compiled this table, probably 
mentions only the more prominent causes of death, as it only as- 
signs the cause of about two-thirds of the whole number. 
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It seems that these destroyers fall much more intensely on the 
inhabitants of the county and city of Providence. As will be sta- 
ted in our Concluding Kemarks, the mortality by these diseases in 
English cities, outruns that of rural places and small towns, much 
more than the general mortality does. The proportion of these 
diseases among the causes of death is made a test of the sanitary 
condition of towns. This is assuming that the other great de- 
stroyers are comparatively uniform in their ravages in different 
places. The Eegistrar General of England, Mr. Farr, deduces this 
law, that "where the absolute mortality is low, the number of 
deaths in the epidemic class is less than in the pulmonary class ; 
and that on the contrary, whenever the deaths in this class are ex- 
ceeded by the deaths in the epidemic class, the absolute mortality 
is high." Our returns do not give the real rate of mortality in the 
several counties, so that we cannot judge how this test applies here. 
The same English Reports show a great excess in the ratio of 
deaths by consumption to population in the cities, over the small 
towns ; and it would strike us strangely if this law were found to 
hold here, with about a fifth of our deaths ascribed to consumption. 
The facts from Warren are well w^orth noticing ; there are 93 
deaths by respiratory diseases to only 50 by zymotics ; and the. an- 
nual mortality is less than one to seventy inhabitants. 

These diseases bear most heavily on two periods of life, child- 
hood and early adult life. Out of 812 deaths, with specified causes, 
and 888 deaths from all causes, under five years of age, zymotics 
caused 455. That is, while they produced about a third of the 
general mortality, they produced over a half of the mortality of 
young children. Also, more than half the whole number of deaths 
by zymotic diseases occurred in the first five years of life, while but 
about 36 per cent, of all sorts of deaths occurred within this age. 

Deaths by zymotics have been most frequent in females, (as 
deaths of all kinds are ;) 407 were males, 416 females, and 7 of un- 
specified sex. But among children, though the excess of all deaths 
falls on males, the excess of this class falls on females, in a higher ratio 
than when we include all ages ; our returns giving 219 male deaths 
by zymotics under 5, 229 female deaths, and 7 of unreported sex. 

Highest in mortality of these diseases stands Dysentery. In the 
whole nineteen months, it caused 8.79 per cent, of all deaths by spec- 
ified causes, a higher proportion by full 3 per cent, than in Massa- 
chusetts in 1853 and 1854. The mere fact that 131 out of the 203 ' 
deaths were under five years of age, proves that the term was not ac- 
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curately used in the registry. Uniting the two names, Diarrhcm 
and Dysentery^ which are often used interchangeably, we have 240 
deaths, or 10.39 per cent. Each disease in each period was more 
fatal to females than males ; the aggregate being 104 males, 133 
females, 3 of unknown sex. 

The period of life most fatal under these two head§ was the first 
five years, 162 deaths, or just over two-thirds, being at this tender 
age. The most fatal months were, in the following order, August, 
(97 deaths,) September, (60 deaths,) October, (34 deaths,) July, (30 
deaths.) The whole number in all other months of the two years 
1853 and 1854 was only 22. There is a great difference in the 
counties. Of the deaths from specified causes in our two periods, 
reported from Kent, but 2.17 per cent, are attributed to Diarrhoea 
and Dysentery, in Newport 3.45, in Bristol 4.24, in Washington 
6.25, and in Providence 11.76 per cent. Coupling this statement 
with that as to the ages of most of these deaths, w^e are led to be- 
lieve that the excess of these causes of death in Providence county 
is exaggerated in our returns. Our registry assigns to Providence 
city 206 out of the whole 240 deaths. 

In Massachusetts, in 1854, the deaths by diarrhoea and dysentery 
together, were 6.66 per cent, of all by specified causes ; those by 
dysentery alone, 5.59 per cent. 

Cholera Infantum and Cholera Morbus are so nearly allied to 
diarrhoea, that they might as well pQrhaps have been considered all 
together. Cholera Infantum is charged with 107 deaths, or 4.63 
per cent ; 50 males and 56 females, one of unknown sex. Three 
only were after the fifth year ; and to make up for these, we have 
as many called Cholera Morbus in the returns, that took place un- 
der five years of age. I have let these remain under that name, as 
it can cause no confusion, and may help to call attention to the 
importance of using names correctly. Cholera Infantum appears 
exclusively as a disease of the hot months, and those which follow 
the hot months, the deaths being in August 53, in September 29, in 
July 20, October 3, November 2. Providence city was the almost 
exclusive scene of this mortality ; 96 deaths were in the city, seven 
in other parts of the county, two in Bristol county, one in Newport, 
and one in Washington. 

Thus we have one group of diseases, resembling one another, 
all much more fatal in the first five years of life than later, all 
raging almost exclusively in the four months July, August, Sep- 
tember and October, and much more prevalent in the city of Prov- 
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idence than elsewhere. This last point appears too strongly in 
our figures, for a reason we have repeatedly stated. We regret 
that we have uot means to trace more exactly to its source, this 
increased mortality in the tenderest age of life. As vicious habits 
and unhealthy occupations cannot explain it, — unless indeed by 
their hereditary influence transmitted from parents and grandpa- 
rents, and lessening the chances of life in the offspring, — we are 
driven to seek its cause in the impure air of the city. English 
registration has shown that it is greatly increased by impurities 
which might be lessened, if not wholly removed, by local nuisan- 
ces, uncleanly habits, crowded dwellings, imperfect drainage, &c. 
Our own facts at least teach the importance of removing children 
from the operation of these causes, so much more common in the 
city, during the hot months of the year. Every means by which 
city-families are enabled to spend their summers out of town, 
eveo- facility for reaching the places of business early in the day 
and returning at night, the cheap excursions down our Bay, — all 
are means of saving our vital stock from immediate loss, and pre- 
venting that state of things where children are bom to die, bur- 
dening the community in their days of helplessness, and never 
recompensing it by their active labor. 

For the sake of bringing together the great causes of infantile 
mortality, we will take up next another group of diseases, almost 
peculiar to childhood. Those we have been considering affect the 
digestive tract, the lining membrane of the alimentary canal. The 
next group affect more particularly the skin, or the lining mem- 
brane of the air-passages. They are not so exclusive in their 
choice of seasons as the last, but are on the whole more fatal in 
the other eight months of the year, from the end of October round 
to the first of July. They are, in order of fatality, scarlatina^ 
croup, measles, hooping cough. Together they are charged with 
186 deaths, or about eight per cent, of all from specified causes. 
Among children under five years of age, w^hile the first group 
caused 267 (or 32.88 per cent.) these affections caused 143 (or 17.61 
per cent.) 

Scarlatina is charged with 104 deaths, or 4 J per cent, of all 
deaths from specified causes. The males were 48, the females 56. 
The deaths in the first five years of life were 74, in the next five 
years' period 23, in the third, 5, leaving one death betw^een 20 and 
30 years, and one at an unspecified age. Taking the first five 
months of 1853 into our reckoning, so as to have two full years, 
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we have a total of 153 deaths, distributed as follows ; in March 
.27, in January, February and June, each 16, May 15, April, July, 
August and November, each 11, December 10, October 8, Septem- 
ber 1. This disease becomes epidemic at different seasons of the 
year, but we see that its highest mortality has been in the months 
when winter has the strongest hold, (more than a third in January, 
February and March), while its lightest was in the two which 
follow the long continuance of heat. Of all the deaths from speci- 
fied causes in Kent county, but 1.09 per cent, are from scarlatina, 
in Newport 1.38, in Washington 3.12 per cent., in Providence 5.2 
per cent. None are reported from Bristol county. Ninety four 
of the whole 104 are from Providence city ! 

In Massachusetts, in the five years, 1850-54, 71.21 per cent, of 
the deaths were under five years old, and 22 per cent, from 5 to 
10, — a singularly close correspondence with our own returns. 
The months January to May were the most fatal by scarlatina, 
having more than half the deaths. August, September and Octo- 
ber had the fewest. 

Measles caused 15 deaths, all in 1854. They were equally di- 
vided between the two sexes, if we bisect the " unknown " child. 
Three of the deaths were from the fifth to the tenth vear of life, 
the remainder were under five. They took place, 7 in July, 3 in 
June, 3 in August, 1 in May, and 1 in October. All but two 
were in Providence city ; one was in Providence county, outside 
of the city, one in Washington. It appears then that our city 
was visited with a somewhat severe mortality from measles, 
amounting to an epidemic, which was at its height in July. 

Croup is charged with 53 deaths, or 2.29 per cent. Thirty were 
males, and twenty-three females. Two deaths are of unspecified 
age ; seven in the period from five to ten years ; the remaining 
forty-four in the first five years of life. Including the whole year 
1853, there were in June 10, in April and September 9 each, 
February and October 8 each, March, November and December, 
6 each, January 5, May, July and August 3 each. The per cent- 
age of deaths by croup to all by known causes, was, for Kent 
county, 1.09, Newport, 2.07, Providence, 2.29, Bristol, 4.24. 

Hoojying Cough caused 14 deaths, all in 1854, and half in each 
sex. They show no great choice of months ; there were two in 
February, April, May, August, and September each ; one in Janu- 
ary, March, July and October each. Excepting one, all were 
within the first five years of life. Eleven were in Providence city. 
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one in the county outside of the city, and two in Bristol county. 
In the two years 1853 and 1854, these four diseases last named 
caused 255 deaths, viz., 



In March, 13.33 per cent. 

'' June, 11.37 

" February, 10.2 " 

" January, 9.41 " 
" April, 9.02 " 

*' July, 8.63 *' 



In May, 8.23 per cent. 

'' August, 7.45 '' 
" October, 7.06 " 
'' November, 6.67 " 
'' December, 6.67 « 
" September, 1.96 " 



The month of their greatest fatality is that which follows the 
long prevalence of cold, as that of their least follows the long 
prevalence of heat. But this unequal distribution through the 
seasons is much more marked if we take a larger body of facts. 
In the Massachusetts returns for five years ending with 1854, the 
deaths by scarlatina, measles and croup were thus divided : 



[n January, 11.35 
" March, 11.17 


per cent. 


In May, 
" October, 


8.32 per cent 
6.74 


" December, 10.91 




" June, 


6.53 


" February, 10.54 
«' April, 9.5 
^« November, 8.59 




** August, 

" July, 

" September, 


5.59 " 
5.56 *' 
5.2 



This proves that, in our climate, these diseases are much more 
fatal in the very months which are most exempt from the ravages of 
the group we studied first. 

The five deaths by thrush were all in the first five years of life. 
Four were females. Two occurred in September, one in July, 
October and December each, (beside one in March, 1853) ; one in 
Washington county, four in Providence city. 

Small Pox. — We are pained to have to acknowledge two deaths 
in 1853, and eleven in 1854, by small pox, beside one in 1853 by 
varioloid. Four were males and ten females ; eight were children 
under five. All were in the City of Providence, six in September, 
•three in July, two in November, two in December, one in August. 
They make 0.61 per cent of all the deaths from specified causes 
in the State. 

We will next examine those zymotic diseases which, as a whole, 
are most fatal in early adult life, or which show no particular 
choice as to ages. 
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Cholera Morbus has 18 deaths assigned to it ; (0.78 per cent.) ;: 
nine in each sex ; seven between the thirtieth and fortieth year 
of age, one after the eightieth, and one between seventy and eighty f 
10 in July, 7 in August, 1 in October; all in the city of Provi- 
dence. 

The presence of Asiatic Cholera in the year 1853 was not gener- 
ally acknowledged ; and probably the two deaths reported as by 
cholera in that year, both in Providence, were specimens of our 
indigenous disease. They were in July and August, and between 
the ages of thirty and fifty. But in the year 1854, this epidemic 
visited our two cities, and some othet parts of the State. Our 
registry attributes to it 176 deaths, (or 7.62 per cent.), 98 males, 
76 females, and two of unknown sex. They were thus distributed 
between the different periods of life, from 30 to 40, forty deaths, 
from 20 to 30, thirty-three deaths, from 40 to 50, twenty-four,, 
under 5, twenty-tw^o, from 50 to 60, eighteen, from 5 to 10, 60 ta 
70, and 70 to 80, each ten, from 15 to 20, five, from 10 to 15, 
three, and over 80 one. There were 117 in August, 23 in Sep- 
tember, 19 in July, 9 in June, 8 in May. They constituted 1.43^ 
per cent of the mortality from specified causes in Kent county 
inthe year 1854, 11.92 in Providence county, and 16.96 in Newport 
county. No cases were reported from Bristol or Washington. 
This is the first zymotic disease we have met which is charged 
with a higher proportion of the mortality in any other county 
than in that of Providence. Our friends of Newport have acquired 
the liabilities as well, as the advantages of a city. 

The statistics of cholera in Providence have been very fully 
presented in a city document, a letter from Dr. Snow, which is 
referred to in the Concluding Remarks of this Report. Some of 
the facts are there cited, to illustrate the practical usefulness of 
these inquiries. An article in the Providence Journal, by Dr. Gr. 
L. Collins, gives some comparative views of the epidemics of 1849 
and 1854, in Providence. It shows that there was a great corres- 
pondence in the increase and decline of the epidemic in the twa 
years. In each year, it began to be severe a little after July 20thy 
reached its height at the second week in August, and began ta 
decline by the last week in that month. In 1854, no deaths were 
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reported after September. The following table of ages is givea 
by Dr. Collins. 

1849. 1854. 



Between 1 and 10 years, 



10 « 


' 20 




20 ' 


« 30 




30 ' 


' 40 




40 ' 


' 50 




50 ' 


' 60 




60 ' 


' 70 


♦ " 


70 ' 


' 80 





22 
2 

47 
25 
25 
18 
11 
3 



32 

7 

31 

35 

22 

14 

8 

9 



"The average age of those dying in 1849 was about 34 years and! 
3 months; for 1854, it was 31 years and 2 months." 

We have endeavored to obtain more minute accounts of this 
disease, from other parts of the State, where it prevailed in 1854, 
but they have not come to hand in season. 

The next group of zymotics comprehends the Fevers, — ^with their 
titles, bilious, continued, remittent, typhoid and typhus. With 
them we may join erysipelas. These first five names might perhaps 
as well have been united under the general name. Fever, or the 
two heads of remittent and continued. Doing this, we have, 
in our whole nineteen months, 69 deaths attributed to ** Fever," 
and continued fevers, one to remittent fever. This last death was 
of a male, under five, in Providence city, — a case we suppose of" 
the infantile gastric remittent fever of English writers. 

The sixty nine deaths hj fever, presumed to have been continued 
fever, were 40 in males, 29 in females. 

In our nineteen months, the cases were thus allotted to the dif- 
ferent periods of life. 



From 40 — 50 


14 


from 5—10 


fS^ 


» 20—30 


12 


" 50—60 


a 


" 30—40 


11 


» 60—70 


a 


« 15—20 


10 


over 70 


none, 


under 5 


6 


unknown, 


3 


from 10—15 


4 







In the two whole years 1853 and 1854, there were 79 cases, in 
the foUowmg months: in October 13, in July and September 
each 10, in January 9, December 8, February, June and August,, 
each 6, November 5, March 4, April and May, each one. 
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In Kent county, these fevers caused 1.09 per cent, of all deaths 
from specified causes ; in Providence county 2.76, in Washington 
34, in Nev^port 4.14, and in Bristol 6.78. 

It will be observed that, like cholera, these diseases found most 
victims in early adult life. 

Erysipelas v^as fatal in but nine reported cases ; eight of them 
in the year 1854. Four were males, five females. No partiality is 
shown for particular ages of life ; one case being under five, and 
one over eighty ; nor for parts of the year, there being (taking in 
the two full years 1853 and 1854) two deaths in January and Oc- 
tober, and one in each other month except May, August and No- 
vember. Of our nine Deaths, one was in Bristol county, one in 
Kent, the rest in Providence city. 

The Diseases called General or of Uncertain Seat are not 
properly a class, having nothing in common but the fact that they 
cannot be located. 

The most fatal of these diseases was Dropsy, causing 61 deaths, 
or 2.64 per cent, of all the deaths from specified causes. We 
ought to add to these, in our present analysis, the deaths from 
dropsy of the brain, chest and abdomen. ' But the term Hydro- 
-cephalus, which properly means water in the head, is applied to 
.^cute inflammations of the brain, and our returns do not show how 
many of the deaths by that disease have any claim to the title of 
•dropsies. Leaving these to be considered in the third class, we 
may add to the 61 deaths by Dropsy, 7 by Hydrothorax (dropsy 
of the chest) and 3 by Ascites (dropsy of the abdomen.) The 
•dropsical deaths were as nearly divided as possible between the 
sexes, (31 males, 30 females ;) those by Hydrothorax, 2 males, 5 
females ; those by Ascites all females. Of the dropsies, nearly half 
were later than the 60th year of life, a large proportion, when we 
remember that only one sixth of all the deaths were at so late an 
age. There were 12 between 40 and 50, and as many between 60 
and 70, 11 between 70 and 80, 5 between 20 and 30, 4 under five 
years old, as many between 50 and 60, &c. Dropsy, so-called, 
is then a disease mainly of advanced life. The deaths by Hydro- 
thorax were, two from 30 to 40, and one in each of these periods, 
10—15, 20—30, 40—50, 50 — 60, 70—80. It bore most severely* 
on the ' Productive Age.' The 'deaths by Ascites were one be- 
tween 15 and 20, one between 40 and 50, one between 60 and 70. 

No rule appears to determine the season at which dropsical 
deaths take place. The 61 were thus distributed, 13 in March and 
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October, each, in January 7, in July, September and December 
each 6, in May, August and November each 5, in February and 
April each 4, in June none, and one in an unreported month. Of 
all the deaths by specified causes in Providence county, dropsy 
caused but 1.98 per cent., in Newport 4.83 per cent., in Bristol 
6.78 per cent., in Kent 8.7 per cent., none were reported in Wash- 
ington. We now begin to find diseases that produce more of the 
mortality elsewhere than in the county of Providence. The ratio 
of mortality by these diseases to population may be higher in Prov- 
idence county and city than elsewhere, but our data do not tell 
this. ^ 

Marasmus. — This term is very vague, being applied to all kinds 
of chronic wasting complaints of children, that no better name can 
be found for. It properly corresponds more nearly to chronic dis- 
ease of the mesenteric glands than to anything else. We find it 
charged with 23 deaths, 21 of them in the first five years of age, 
two between 50 and 70 ; 13 males and 10 females. They are all 
from Providence city and Newport county. In the State, and in 
either county where they occur, they form not far from one per 
cent, of all the deaths from known causes. 

Cancer is charged with 20 deaths. With these, we ought to 
consider the cancers of which the seat is specified, viz : two of 
the stomach, one of the liver, two of the uterus, one of the breast, 
making a total of 26 deaths by cancer. This is about one and one 
eighth per cent. Of the unlocalized cancers, (unlocalized in our 
record) 6 were in males, 14 in females ; the death by cancer of the 
liver was in a male, all the rest were in females, making in all, 
seven males to nineteen females. Their ages were : 



Cancer (of unspecified seat) 

** of Stomach 

«' of Liver 

** of Uterus. 

" of Breast 

Total 



20-30 


30-40 


40-50 


50-eO|60-70 


70-80 


OVerSO 


1 


2 
1 


4 
1 


6 
1 


4 

1 

1 

1 


2 


1 


1 


3 


5 


7 


7 


2 


l-' 



Sixteen of the deaths by '' Cancer" were in Providence county,, 
and one in each of the other counties. Of the localized cancers, 
that of the breast was in Bristol county, one of the stomach ini 
Newport, the remainder all in Providence county. 

Scrofula and Tubercle are charged with only 7 deaths, about 0.3. 
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per cent., a smaller proportion than shown in the last Massachu- 
setts Report. There were four males, three females, one between 
15 and 20, the others all below 5 ; the death by tubercle in New- 
port county, all those by scrofula in Providence city. These fig- 
ures give no idea of the amount of mortality really caused by scro* 
fula. 

Diseases of the Nervous System. — This important class of 
diseases produced 301 deaths in our two periods, being about 13 
out of every hundred deaths by specified causes. The males were 
153, the females 145, those of unknown sex 3. Of these, 246 were 
in the county of Providence, (227 of them in the city,) 20 in Bris- 
tol county, 15 in Newport, 11 in Kent and 9 in Washington. Of 
all specified causes of death, these diseases formed in Newport 
county 10.34 per cent., in Kent 11.96 per cent., in Providence 
county 12.8, in Bristol 16.95, and in Washington 28.12. In Mas- 
sachusetts, during the time for which the results of registration 
have been collected into tables, the percentage has been 9.85. 

With two or three very important exceptions, these diseases 
count most victims in the first ten years of life. The various af- 
fections of the brain, vaguely designated as congestion, disease, 
or inflammation of that organ, and hydrocephalus, together with 
convulsions, are charged in all with 221 deaths, of which 164 are 
in the. first five years' period, 23 in the next, the rest scattered all 
the way from 10 to 80 years. The terms convulsions and fits can- 
not well be distinguished, and have been allowed to stand as they 
occurred in the returns. It might be better, for purposes of study, 
to call all that occur in the earlier ages of life convulsions, but I 
have followed the example of the first Rhode Island Report, and 
the Massachusetts Reports. Of these deaths, a majority were in 
males, (117 males, 101 females, 3 of unknown sex.) These deaths 
show no particular preference as to seasons. There were 194 in 
Providence county, (178 of these in the city,) 14 in the county of 
Bristol, 8 in Washington, 3 in Kent, 2 in Newport ; or a quarter 
of all deaths by known causes in Washington, a little more than a 
tenth in Providence, nearly 12 per cent, in Bristol, 3.26 per cent, 
in Kent, 1.38 per cent, in Newport. 

The most important disease of advanced life, in this class, was 
Apoplexy. It caused 37 deaths, about 1.6 per cent, of all the deaths 
from known causes. If we add to this. Paralysis, we have a total 
of 49, or more than 2 per cent Sixteen were males, thirty-three 
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females. Of those who died of apoplexy, nine were between 70 and 
80, eight over 80, and seven from 60 to 70, so that almost two- 
thirds of these deaths were in the " aged class," a class which forms 
but about one sixteenth of the whole population. Five of these 
deaths w^ere between 30 and 40, two between 40 and 50, and two 
between 20 and 30. Of paralysis, more than half the deaths were 
^fter 60, none under thirty. The greater number of females living 
in the advanced ages accounts, in part, for the greater number 
of female deaths by apoplexy and paralysis. These 49 deaths were 
thus divided in their geography, 27 in Providence county, 10 in 
Newport, 7 in Kent, 4 in Bristol, 1 in Washington. But with this 
great absolute excess of reported deaths. Providence stands lowest 
in the rate of mortality by these diseases, as compared with other 
causes of death. Of all deaths by assigned causes, in this county, 
they caused only 1.4 per cent., in Washington S} per cent, in Bris- 
tol 3.38, in Newport 6.9, in Kent 7.61 per cent. That is, if our 
reports are correct. We have seen, however, that the deaths in 
advanced life are given more fully, especially in Kent and New- 
port. 

The medical inquirer will notice with interest two deaths by 
softening of the brain, a disease first distinctly brought into general 
notice by a living physician, M. Rostan, of Paris. Both were in 
females, one between 40 and 50, the other between 60 and 70 ; the 
first-named dying in Providence city in October, 1854, the second 
in Bristol county in November, 1853. No such fact is noted in the 
three last Massachusetts Reports, if in any previous ones. We ob- 
serve with pleasure 'any signs of minute attention to exactness in 
naming the causes of death. 

Diseases of the Respiratory System. — This class of diseases 
is raised into a very high rank among the destroyers of our race, 
by containing one which takes the lead of all. In our returns, 
in each period, it falls a good deal below the zymotic class. In 
the former Rhode Island Report it almost equalled that class. In 
Massachusetts, from the beginning of its Registration Reports to 
the end of 1851, zymotic diseases were ahead of the respiratory 
diseases ; but in each of the three years since, up to the end of 
1854, the respiratory class exceeded its great rival in fatality. 
We must look for the source of these variations to the great over- 
shadowing cause of death. Pulmonary Consumption. 

In the nineteen months which make our immediate field of 
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study, 597 deaths were ascribed to these maladies, (viz. : in the 
last seven months of 1853, 172, and in the year 1854, 425.) The 
deaths are thus divided through the counties ; 485 in Providence 
county, 42 in Bristol, 37 in Kent, 25 in Newport, and 8 in Wash- 
ington. These deaths were 25.86 per cent, of all deaths by 
specified causes in the State ; in Newport county they were but 
17.24 per cent, of all by specified causes, in Washington exactly 
25 per cent., in Providence county, 25.23 per cent., in Bristol 
35.6 per cent., and in Kent 40.22 per cent. That is, if our re- 
ports are correct, they cause a far larger proportion of the whole 
mortality in Kent an<l Bristol than elsewhere, and more than 
twice as large a proportion in either as in Newport. The males 
were 270, the females 325, and there were two of unspecified 
sex. 

But this class includes two principal subdivisions, and it will 
be most instructive to view the two separately. The first com- 
prehends Consumption^ with which it would probably be safe to 
include the cases vaguely called disease of the lungs. The other 
includes injlammatory affections of various kinds. A very few strag- 
glers remain outside of either. 

Consumption is charged with 489 deaths, or 21.18 per cent, of 
all by known causes ; in the first period 19.58 per cent., in the 
second 21.9 per cent. In the former Report, the per centage 
was 22.42. The small ratio in our first period of seven monihs 
depends in part on the portion of the year being the one which 
is most fatal by the zymotic diseases of summer. It is not often 
found in our climate that the deaths attriUuted to this disease 
make less than one fifth of all that have assigned causes. They 
have not done so in Massachusetts since 1849, a year very fatal 
by epidemics. 

Of these deaths, 216 were in males, 272 in females, (or 44.17 
per cent, males, and 65.62 females,) 1 of unreported sex. In 
each divisional period of life the females were in excess, except- 
ing the first five years, and the periods from 40 to 50 and 60 to 70. 
This, together with the total distribution of consumptive deaths 
through the ages of life, will be shown by a table : 
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The excess of females is greater than in the first report, not so 
great as in most recent Massachusetts reports. 

Our table shows very strikingly the preferences as to age of 
this disease. There are undoubtedly many di^aths placed under 
this head, which occurred in the first five years of life, that be- 
long elsewhere. Consumption, in its proper sense, as a tuber- 
cular disease of the lungs, leading to partial destruction of their 
substance and waste of the whole body, is not one of the most 
frequent diseases of childhood ; and the term has no doubt been 
applied to many cases of marasmus and emaciation from other 
causes. It is a convenient name for such cases, when no physi- 
cian's certificate has been given. But the age of greatest preva- 
lence of consumption is, we see, that of early adult life. More 
than half the deaths were between 15 and 40, and considerably 
over one-third between 15. and 30. This is the age which per- 
sons of consumptive family, or who have had premonitory symp- 
toms, must provide for with greatest care. 

It is commonly said that a person's chance of dying by con- 
sumption is pretty much gone by, if he continues well after the 
period when the disease is most fatal. Our figures show that 
many deaths attributed to this disease take place at much later 
ages. And the same result appears in the observations of physi- 
cians who were best qualified to define the disease rightly, and 
who tested their opinions by examination of their patients after 
death. This point is touched on in the First Registration Report. 
As we have said, the early adult period is that which ought to be 
most carefully watched over, and persons who survive that, have 
had their susceptibility to this disease most severely tested. But 
it is not true that more persons die then in proportion to those 
living. We have calculated the number of persons living at each 
period of life who were required to furnish one consumptive death 
within that period. 
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The numbers living are taken from the Census of 1850 ; the 
deaths from our present returns. The destroyers of our race, con- 
sumption, certain zymotics, &c., fall so heavily on early adult life, 
that, as the survivors grov^ fewer and fewer, consumption loses in 
number of victims quite as much, it would appear, by the • want 
of living material to feed upon as by any law of its own. At 
every ten years' period from 40 to 80, it was fatal to a larger frac- 
tion of those living than in the period from 20 to 30. 

The deaths by Consumption have shown no choice in seasons of 
the year. If we include the two whole years 1853 and 1854, we 
have a total of 589 deaths, distributed as follows : 
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The excess in August confirms our belief that this disease has 
been. made a scape-goat for deaths of children from unknown 
causes, attended by emaciation. 

It w^ould be of the highest interest to ascertain the real geo- 
graphical distribution of this disease. Inquiries of this kind are 
being extensively made in Massachusetts, which have already 
proved how remarkably the prevalence of consumption varies in 
districts near one another, which lie differently in their exposure 
to the sun and winds, or are variously affected by neighboring 
streams and ponds. The results of these investigations will be 
made public ere long. They will show the great value of these 
studies, in regard to a disease which is so fatal as this, and which 
is much more susceptible of prevention than of cure. Dr. H. I. 
Bowditch of Boston, at a late meeting of the Rhode Island Med- 
ical Society, gave some of the earlier, as yet unfinished, results of 
these researches. He mentioned that, m one village lying to the 
south of a hilly range, protected from the Northerly and Easterly 
winds, consumption was found to be very rare, in another part of 
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the same town lying north of the hills, it was found quite common. 
But we wall not anticipate the publication of these facts. 

We find reported from Bristol county 35 deaths, from Kent 30, 
from Newport 20, from Providence 399, and from Washington 
only Jive. Of those from Providence county, 358 were from the 
city, 41 from other towns. The deaths by consumption foimed 
13.79 per cent, of all by specified causes in Newport county, 15.62 
in Washington, 20.76 in Providence, 29.66 in Bristol, and 32.61 in 
Kent. For Providence city alone, the percentage was 20.29. 

In our six years' statement from Warren, the deaths by con- 
sumption are . 24.37 per cent, of all deaths from specified causes, 
and 23.29 per cent, of all deaths whatever. In our ten years' 
statement from the town of Bristol, the deaths ascribed to this 
disease are only 12.98 per cent. This singular difference between 
the most apparently trustworthy accounts, received from private 
sources and adjacent towns, ought to awaken particular attention 
to its causes. I can mention no circumstance that would lessen 
its apparent force, except this. In the account from Bristol it is 
stated that these deaths were all in adults ; in some places, as we 
have said, many children are reported as dying of consumption. 
The ages of those who died by consumption in Warren are not 
given. 

Generally speaking, an insular climate, tempered by the equalizing 
influence of the ocean, without those piercing winds which serve 
as the principal mementoes of the sea on our Atlantic shore, is 
believed to be the most favorable for persons disposed to con- 
sumption. Such climates are those of Florida and Madeira. We 
earnestly hope that returns of causes of death from the island of 
Rhode Island, from New Shoreham and Little Compton, may ere 
long be fall and accurate, so that w^e can ascertain what parts of 
our own State are best for the residence of persons predisposed to 
this disease. No part of New England approaches so nearly to 
the insular or oceanic character as these. Still, w^e believe that 
opinion is tending more and more to the view expressed by a dis- 
tinguished physician of Philadelphia, Dr. Con die. This gentleman 
has studied this subject with particular care for a long time, and 
says, " since more attention has been paid than was formerly done 
to the collection of correct statistics, consumption has been shown 
to be the disease rather of civilized life than of locality or climate." 
Beside hereditary influence, he names, as causes of this disease, 
"long-continued sedentary occupations, in-door confinement, par- 
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ticularly in narrow ill-ventilated apartments, insufficient nutri- 
ment, close mental occupation, unbroken by relaxation and active 
exercise, anxiety of mind." 

With our deficient returns, it is of little use to speak of the ra- 
tio of consumptive deaths to living popidation. As reported, it 
would not be from one death per annum to four hundred and sev- 
enty-seven of the inhabitants of the State, supposing our popu- 
lation had remained stationary since 1850. This would be al- 
most half the rate per annum for Massachusetts, for the last five 
years for which we have Reports. In those five years added to- 
gether, the deaths by consumption, as recorded, amounted to one 
for every 47 inhabitants, (1 to 235 per annum.) 

In Providence city, in 1854, the mortality by consumption, ac- 
cording to the State Registry, amounted to 249 deaths, or about 
one for every 187 inhabitants, (estimated as we mentioned under 
the head of Births,) or one to 167 by the Census of 1850. The 
city reports of interments give 284 deaths from consumption in 
the same year. 

In Bristol, the number of deaths per annum is about one to e^- 
ery 450 inhabitants ; in Warren about one to every 300. That is, 
out of a given number of persons, about half as many again die of 
consumption in Warren as in Bristol, supposing, as we must, that 
the term is in the main correctly applied. Need we call attention 
to the practical usefulness of such inquiries as this? 

The inflammatory diseases of the respiratory organs within the 
chest, Bronchitis, Pneumonia, Congestion and Abscess of the Lungs, 
Pleurisy, and Empyema, caused 90 deaths, viz : Pneumonia 67, 
Congestion of the Lungs 12, Bronchitis and Pleurisy each 4, Em- 
pyema 2, Abscess of the Lungs 1. Of the whole 90, 47 were males, 
41 females, two of unspecified sex ; 37 .were under 5, ten between 
20 and 30, nine between 30 and 40, seven over 80, six between 60 
and 70, six between 70 and 80, five between 40 and 50, five be- 
tween 50 and 60, leaving but five between the ages of 5 and 20. 

They were much most fatal in cold months ; there being, (inclu- 
ding two years, 1853 and 1854) in February and November each 
16 deaths, April 14, December 13, March 12, January 11, and in the 
months May to October, inclusive, but 32. Thus they differ from 
consumption in attacking most males, and prevailing in cold months, 
showing that consumption is not materially promoted by those 
exposures which tend to produce inflammations within the chest. 

They produced in Newport county 2.07 per cent, of all deaths 
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by specified causes, in Washington 3.12 per cent., in Providence 
3.85, in Kent 5.43, and in Bristol 5.93 per cent. 

Diseases of the Circulatory System present, in our second 
period, some gratifying instances of minuteness in the use of names 
of diseases. The diseases of the heart, and pericardium or heart- 
case, are charged with 53 deaths ; 26 in males, 27 females; six un- 
der 5 years of age, 33 over 50. There were from Providence coun- 
ty 35, or 1.82 per cent, of all deaths from specified causes, from New- 
port 11, or 7.59 per cent., from Kent 4, or 4.35 per cent., from 
Bristol 3, or 2.54 per cent. ; none from Washington. 

Diseases of the Digestive System are charged with 98 deaths 
or 4.24 per cent, of all from specified causes ; 33 in males, 65 in 
females. Teething takes the lead among them ; being properly a 
natural function, which is often attended by disorders that may 
prove fatal. Teething is said to have caused 27 deaths, all under 
five years old ; 15 in females ; one in Newport and all the rest in 
Providence county. Many of these, probably, should have been 
ascribed to some of the complaints of summer ; for they are nearly 
all within the four months from July to October, viz : in September 
7, August 6, October 5, July 3 ; in the other 8 months but 6. 

The inflammatory diseases of the abdomen are said to have caused 
26 deaths ; diarrhoea, dysentery, &c., the most destructive of them, 
being considered elsewhere. The term inflammation of the bowels 
in most instances probably means Peritonitis, and we have not, 
as is done in some Reports, translated the phrase into Greek, and 
called it Enteritis. The 26 deaths include these three terms, with 
inflammation of the stomach. Nineteen of them were in females ; 
and their greatest prevalence seems to have been in the years of 
early adult life. 

We congratulate our friends of " South County," on the excel- 
lent state of their circulation and digestion, for the year 1854. 

The remaining classes of Causes of Death, except the two last, 
offer no matter for extended comment. All the deaths under class 

VIII. were in females, and all which, perhaps, strictly belong un- 
der that head were in the county of Providence. The table from 
Warren (see Appendix) shows puerperal affections arpong the 
causes of death there ; but our registry shows them apparently 
confined to Providence County. The diseases forming class VIL 
are charged with 0.39 per cent., class VIII. with 1 per cent., class 

IX. with 0.3 per cent., and the diseases of the Integuments, a 
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class made in other similar Reports, are not represented at all in 
our first Period, and produced but one death in the second. 

Old Age is said to have produced 102 deaths, being about 4.42 
per cent, of all froiji specified causes. There were more than 
twice as many females as males (69 to 33.) Four of these indi- 
viduals, (3 females and one male,) were between 60 and 70, — 
thirty-three were from 70 to 80, and sixty-three (17 males and 46 
females,) were over 80. Temperature, or season of the year, 
seems to have had little effect on this cause of death ; there being, 
in the years 1853 and 1854, 15 deaths in March, 14 in January 
and August each, 13 in December, 12 in July and September 
each, 10 in October, 9 in February, 7 in April and May, 6 in June 
and 4 in November. They constituted in Providence county but 
3.02 per cent, of all by specified causes ; in Bristol 8.47 per«cent., 
in Kent 9.78, in Washington 12.5, and in Newport 14.48 per cent 
This is a very great difference. The number reported from New- 
port, one seventh of all deaths, is especially remarkable; six of 
these were between the ages of 70 and 80, thirteen over 80, and 
two running into the dark ages. Two deaths by senile gangrene 
ought to be united with those by old age in our analysis. 

The Causes of Death called Violent or External, contribute 
to the list of deaths from assigned causes 5.02 in a hundred — one 
twentieth. Drowning caused a little more than one per cent. 
Of 24 persons drowned, 5 only were females ; none were over 60, 
two were under 5 years old. Our present returns show no cases 
of drowning in the months between the end of October and the 
beginning of March ; which renders it probable that most occurr- 
ed in bathing. Two were in Newport county, all others in Prov- 
idence. Burns and Scalds caused the death of 5 males and 11 fe- 
males ; 10 of whom were under five years old ; all but one in 
Providence county. Intemperance is charged with 12 deaths, of 
which one quarter were in females. Suicide, with six, one^third 
in females. All the suicides were in Providence county, inclu- 
ding a female in her teens and a male over seventy. 



The causes of the deaths of colored persons are shown in a tab- 
ular form in the Appendix. There being just 100, the percen- 
tage by each cause is the same as the number by each cause, 
(deaths from unknown causes not being excluded.) Zymotic dis- 
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eases produced 14, or less than two fifths as high a proportion as 
they caused in the mortality of the entire population, white and 
colored together. No death of a colored person was attributed 
to epidemic cholera in 1854 ; while eleven were so reported in 
Providence city, in 1849. The respiratory class of diseases caus- 
ed 40, or two fifths of all the deaths of colored persons. Of the 
whole mortality, they caused not quite a quarter. Consumption 
caused 29 out of 100 deaths among the colored, 19.17 to every 
100 among the white. Mr. Farr's law, that the general mortali- 
ty is high wherever the zymotic class is more fatal than the res- 
piratory, is applied, I believe, only to comparisons between dif- 
ferent regions. It certainly does not hold in regard to races. 
The excessive tendency to consumption in our colored inhabitants 
is diiferently explained, and the question might lead to very in- 
teresting discussion. Two reasons may be supposed to account 
for it. Their organization is fitted for a hotter climate, and it has 
been found that tropical birds and animals sufi'er by diseases akin 
to consumption, when brought to our zone. Many men of pro- 
found scientific knowledge, believe that the negro is specifically 
distinct from the white, and that the mixture ofblood now become 
so general in our country, leads to a hybrid race, — or if that term 
be an absurdity, to a race with some approach to this character, 
and with the inevitable tendency to weakness and extinction, 
which belongs to the hybrid. If such a specific diflference really 
exists, the inference drawn from it becomes a fair one, and may 
help to explain the great liability of the mixed race to consump- 
tion. The proportion of deaths by old age is a little higher 
among the colored than among the white. 

OCCUPATIONS. 

• 

We regret that the want both of material and time prevents 
our studying the influence of different occupations on longevity 
and disease. This inquiry would be of very great use, if we had 
means of prosecuting it to definite results, as it would aid young 
men in choosing occupations with a view to their own constitu- 
tion and liabilities to disease. Some illustrations of this, rela- 
ting to consumption, will be found in our Concluding Remarks. 
As facts accumulate, year after year, general truths of great val- 
ue will be obtained, and the data for every period ought, there- 
fore, to be carefully preserved. The mode of classifying occupa- 
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tions is very faulty ; it is taken from the former Report, and we 
have not had time to form any other plan. Any deductions from 
these tables would need to be collated with other statistics in 
regard to the living individuals who belong to each calling. We 
can make no inference as to the effect of a particular occupation 
in favoring good health a d long life, unless we know what ages 
naturally tend toward that occupation. For example, in our 
present returns, as in all others which I have lately examined, 
agriculturists present the highest mean duration of life. How 
much is this explained by the real superiority, in the circum- 
stances which promote health, of the farmer over all other 
classes of persons ? Or, how much may it be accounted for by 
the general thronging of young men toward the city, and to oc- 
cupations pursued in the city and large towns, or to the more in- 
viting soil of the West, leaving their elders to cultivate the old 
farms? Again, we find different diseases charged with certain 
numbers of victims in each class of occupations, but we do not 
know how many persons there are living, who belong to each 
occupation. This subject ought to be more thoroughly examined. 
It is employing some of the ablest men of science in Europe ; and 
we owe it to humanity, to the good and credit of our country, to 
learn all we can in regard to influences which are acting daily, 
year after year, on the classes of our community. 

But we have not time to examine this subject. The only gen- 
eral result we obtain as to longevity is, that persons employed in 
farming show, in every period, the highest average longevity, 
merchants and traders coming next, while ** laborers," persons em- 
ployed in manufactories, and sea-faring men, constantly come 
near the foot of the list. In our whole nineteen months, the 
average duration of life of agiculturists was 63.13, of merchants, 
^traders, &c., 51.90, of females with assigned occupations, 48.54, 
in the learned occupations (so called,) 48.50, '* the miscellaneous," 
48.43, mechanics and artisans, 43.34, sea-faring men 43, those 
employed in manufactories 38.89, laborers, 38.87. 

It is particularly unfortunate that we have so poor returns 
from manufacturing villages, where occupations are carried on 
which must have marked effects, for good or evil, on the human 
constitution. 
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CONCLUDINa REMARKS. 

It is thought ^est by the Committee, under whose direction thi« 
Report has been prepared, that some remarks be added, upon the 
value and uses of a system of Registration. The state of the re- 
turns, as exhibited in the preceding Tables and Report, certainly 
shows that the plan is not properly understood and appreciated- 
There is an opening for some well qualified person to set the mat- 
ter rightly before the people of Rhode Island, and make some oth- 
er appeal to them than is contained in these dry-looking Tables^, 
and the unavoidably technical observations on them. No one,in*- 
deed, ought to expect that a system requiring such universal co- 
operation to make it useful, calling on all classes of the communi- 
ty in all parts of the State, and incapable by its nature of showing 
its fruits till it has already gained pretty general acceptance, 
should meet with early favor. Every year will make its results 
more valuable, and add to the interest felt in it, till it becomes an 
established and time-honored institution. 

The State of Rhode Island is on some accounts peculiarly well 
adapted for such a system to be successful. It is compact, not 
only small in territory, but the most densely peopled in the Union. 
This is a great advantage, as any one may conceive by supposing 
himself to have charge of taking a census, on one hand in Minne- 
sota, or on the other hand in Rhode Island. Yet it presents con^- 
siderable contrasts of climate, soil and inhabitants. It contains an 
island-township, quite out in the Atlantic Ocean, — ^the insular cli- 
mate of Newport, tempered by breezes from the gulf-stream, — ^the 
opposite shores of an inland Bay, with their different exposures to 
the sun and winds, — low inhabited spots along its streams which; 
have been more than suspected of breeding malarial disease with- 
in five years past,— and a large stretch of hills, belonging to the ear- 
liest geological formations, toward the North and West. About 
two sevenths of its population are virtually inhabitants of Provi- 
dence, several thousands who live m adjacent towns, drawing their 
support immediately from its business. This city has nearly 
trebled its population within a quarter of a century, without any 
increase of territory, except what has been redeemed from the wa- 
ter within its limits. On the other hand, the purely agricultural 
parts of the State have hardly increased in population for thirty 
years, and remain thinly settled ; a number of towns, in which no 
F 
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manufacturing villages were starting up, having actually lost in 
number of inhabitants within the past thirty or forty years. 
The streams are lined with these villages, in which the powers of 
the human system to keep pace with the untiring demands of ma- 
chinery are being tested, though little pains are taken to keep notes 
of the experiment. Some of those kinds of industry known in oth- 
er countries to be most injurious to the health, where due precau- 
tions are not taken, are here carried on, particularly the manufac- 
ture of jewelry, and various kinds of work in iron, now leading 
branches of business in Providence. No important effort has been 
made to learn the effects of these occupations on health and hu- 
man life. Lastly, the colored race are in larger proportion to the 
whole number of inhabitants here than in any other New England 
State. Thus, we have our full share of contrasts in many circum- 
stances affecting health and social welfare. 

As a mere means of tracing the history of individuals and fami- 
lies, some system of recording births, marriages and deaths would 
seem to be indispensable in a highly civilized state. The threads of 
individual life become so tangled, in the changes of a free and stir- 
ring community, that they are soon lost if a system of record is not es- 
tablished. Registration notes the three great epochs of each life, 
.and the connections of families. In a thousand questions involv- 
ing the descent of property — claims on individuals or governments 
— the settlement of paupers — ^the age of persons — their places of 
ibirth — the dates of marriage and death, — the need is felt of such an 
authorized legal record. I have known great outlay to be made of 
vtime, money and anxiety, in trying to trace up family connections 
.to England, in order to establish a claim to property. The regis- 
^tration necessary for the purpose, instead of being in a legalized, 
authentic form, like the registry of deeds, was scattered in Family 
Bibles, and old memorandum books, which perhaps could never 
be found. The very forcible remarks in Dr. Mauran's Letter, in- 
troductory to this Report, ought to be read by all. Nothing in our 
institutions astonishes intelligent Europeans more than this want 
of any legalized and universally established means of tracing out 
the identity, connections, and principal events of personal history of 
individuals. For this purpose alone, a regular registry of these 
facts, as much as of transfers of property, would more than pay for 
its trifling cost in money and labor. 

♦The following towns lost in population, between 1820 and 1850: West Greenwich, 
Jamestown, Little Compton, Middletown, Foster, Charlestown, Exeter, North Kingstown. 
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Beside the personal and pecuniary interests which may be en- 
dangered by want of an established registiy, a great deal of genea- 
logical and antiquarian information, which becomes valuable in 
time to the historical student, would be rescued fropi loss by such 
a system. Genealogical inquiries are awakening a great interest in 
our country. With the advantage of a comparatively recent ori- 
gin, the histories of New England towns and villages are being 
written with great detail, with notices of the pioneer families and 
their descendants. In connection with biographies of the heroes of 
our local annals, it becomes interesting to trace the lines of their 
ancestry and posterity. For all such investigations, how valuable, 
how inestimable would be an authentic, properly certified record 
of the family events and connections of our early households! We 
have abolished systems of heraldry, which are useful in this point 
of view, however otherwise objectionable, and we ought to pro- 
vide this plain, republican plan of a simple registry of facts, which 
are elsewhere preserved in the antiquated symbols and jargon of 
the heraldry office. In Rhode Island, the want of these old records 
of family history is perhaps greater than in other New England 
State ; but the spirit of historical inquiry is arising, as shown by 
many recent signs, and we ought to be preparing for future chroni- 
clers the means of making our own annals more satisfactory and 
complete. 

But we are led just now to dwell on the other, wider uses of 
Registration. It furnishes general results, throwing light on the 
state of society, the common welfare, the increase of different 
classes of the people, their various modes of increase and waste, 
their admixture with one another, and the causes of much prevent- 
able suffering. I much regret the want of previous familiarity 
with this subject, sufficient to enable me to put this matter in the 
best light. But, in accordance with the wishes of "the higher 
powers," I will give a few of the obvious common-sense ideas that 
have occurred to me while engaged in this study. 

All legislation and political action which aims to discriminate 
between different classes of persons, ought to be ba^ed on the most 
authentic facts respecting them, and especially respecting their 
state in the place and time to which the action refers. In a 
sound and wise government, it will be so. Facts will prevail, in- 
stead of vague preconceived ideas, or personal interest and preju- 
dice, or mere declamation. In legislating about industrial inter- 
ests, the statistics of these interests are eagerly sought for, by in- 
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telligent and right-minded men, and with a deliberative body com- 
posed of such men will make the basis of action. Ought it not to 
be so in legislating about persons and classes of persons? A sen- 
sible man would be more influenced by the figures in the Registra- 
tion Reports from Massachusetts and Rhode Island, showing the 
rapid increase of foreigners, their high rate of productiveness and 
infant mortality, their great addition to our burden of pauperism, 
sickness and death, and the amount of disease caused by their pres- 
ence, and endangering the lives of our native citizens, than by whole 
train-fulls of orators sent us from Boston. 

Such information should be sought by intelligent persons, in 
other connections than with politics or law-making. It is no idle 
curiosity, no waste either of the intellect or feelings, when we en- 
tertain an interest and curiosity in regard to the condition and 
changes of the several classes of our countrymen. What are cen- 
suses taken for ? Only, to settle the representation of different 
States? Or, to give the most accurate delineation possible of 
the state of the people, as a part of knowledge valuable to all en- 
lightened minds ? Registration is an extension of the census, in- 
tended to show the movements, and most important changes in 
the individual lives, of the population. The census exhibits them 
at a single point of time, as stationary objects ; registration exhib- 
its their changes. 

But the results of registration, a« yet, have been most valuable 
in a sanitary point of view, and these I wish to illustrate more at 
length. Very vague ideas seem to prevail among many persons 
as to the kind of evidence by which questions about health are ta 
be determined. It is forgotten that the human system is the most 
complicated mechanism in the world, and beside being a machine, 
has an inscrutable element of life, that adds tenfold to the difficul- 
ty of understanding its action and disorders. To learn how health 
is affected by various influences we must have facts, not theories. 
The facts must be numerous, so as to get rid of accidental disturb- 
ing influences. The more numerous they^are, other things being 
equal, the nearer they are to absolute truth. They must be ob- 
served accurately, and recorded on a uniform plan, so as to admit 
of comparison. Now this can only be done through a whole com- 
munity by means of a plan of registration established by govern- 
ment. Hence in no other way can we learn the effects of any 
wide-spread influences on health upon a large scale. And as many 
causes of sickness and death can be prevented, if we know what 
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and where they are, a system of registration gives us the means 
of saving much suffering, and -increasing the useful force of a com- 
munity. Knowledge is power, but it must be positive, well- 
grounded knowledge, and must stand on a somewhat wide basis 
of facts, to be extensively useful. 

This is no mere theoretical talk. The science of statistics has 
been brought to bear on many of the causes of disease, and led to 
practical improvements which have saved and lengthened life. 
Numerous inquiries of the kind have been made in England. The 
sources of the unhealthiness of large towns, have there formed the 
particular objects of inquiry. Parliamentary Commissions, benev- 
olent societies, physicians and others have bestowed great labor 
on the subject. And the facts on which they relied, in learning 
what were the causes of disease and ill health, were mostly drawn 
from the admirable Reports of Registration. Commencing in 1838 
and continued every year since, they contain a vast mass of facts, 
which can be considered from diiferent points of view, analyzed 
and combined in different ways, and made to reveal the sources 
of great evils, as certainly as a merchants' clerk hunts down an 
error in his accounts, sure at last to find it by the merciless scent 
of arithmetic. I have been unable to get the use of a set of these 
Reports of the Registrar General of England, in the limited time 
allowed me, and cannot therefore illustrate these remarks to the 
best advantage. But I will give such illustrations as are now be- 
fore me. 

The Registrar General of England obtained the concurrence of 
the College of Physicians, College of Surgeons and Society of 
Apothecaries, in his plans; and, in connection with these bodies, 
urged the physicians of England to report the causes of all deaths 
of persons they had attended. This labor has been done by them, 
in a very satisfactory manner, without any pecuniary compensa- 
tion. The causes were classified by the Registrar General, Mr. 
Farr, and the comparative frequency of each class, and each single 
disease, in different towns, parts of towns, ages, seasons, occupa- 
tions, &c., was shown. The general classification used by Mr. 
Farr, and followed in most documents of the kind in this country, 
is into Zymotic Diseases, Sporadic Diseases, Old Age, and Violent 
or External Causes. By Zymotic Diseases are meant those which 
are propagated by emanations, from the ground, from decaying 
animal or vegetable matter, from cases of previous disease, or 
from over-crowded human beings, diseases which are, or may be, 
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epidemic, endemic, or contagious. The word zymotic^ from th^ 
Greek for ferment or leaven, conveys the idea that in such dis- 
eases some principle from without is introduced into the blood, 
and causes changes in it, as a ferment causes chemical changes in 
a substance into which it is introduced. Sporadic literally means, 
scattered, strewn, like seed ; and in this connection is applied to 
diseases not directly dependent on such atmospheric influences, 
but occurring disconnected with other cases. These are mostly 
inflammations, hemorrhages, dropsies, scrofula and tuberculous 
diseases, cancer, nervous afiections. The sporadic diseases are 
again classified more minutely according to their seat. 

The zymotic diseases prevail much more in large towns, and 
are a good test of the comparative unhealthiness of places. Thus 
Mr. Farr, in one of his early Reports, compares two districts of 
about equal population in England, one composed of densely 
peopled towns, and the other including a large surface and scattered 
inhabitants. In the first, the whole number of deaths in a year 
was almost 48,000, in the second, a little over 29,000. The 
deaths by zymotic diseases in the first were 12,766, in the second 
6,045. That is, the fatality by these diseases, was more than 
twice as great in the persons living in cities as in the country 
population. Consumption was charged with over 8,000 deaths 
in the same city-districts, and less than 6,000 in the same rural 
districts. 

So in different parts of London, one quite healthy district lost 
only 2.16 out of every 100 of its inhabitants in a year, while an- 
other lost 3.32 from every 100. The first had less than half the 
mortality from epidemics that the second had. 

A more minute analysis of each great city, and portion of a 
city, by aid of its returns of deaths, tracked these most destruc-* 
tive diseases to places where sources of impure air existed, erowd- 
ed tenements, high buildings and narrow streets, filth from houses, 
rejected vegetables, &c., allowed to lie on the ground, defective 
drainage and sewerage, burying-grounds in cities, and confining 
occupations. 

We have referred to facts obtained in England, because there 
the system of registration has been followed up long enough to 
shew its practical uses, applied to public health. But the same 
laws hold in our country, and our own cities and villages. The 
report of the Boston physicians on the cholera in 1849 says^ 
" With a very few exceptions, the disease was confined to utt- 
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healthy, ill ventilated and crowded localities. In nearly all these 
localities, an over-crowded population, bad ventilation, insufficient 
and unwholesome diet, intemperance, and the entire absence of 
cleanliness, have been the most efficient adjuvants in assisting the 
operation of other causes." The statistics of the same city for 
last year show the same thing. In regard to them, the City 
Registrar says, "Its greatest fatality was seen in conjunction with 
impurities, which involves the conviction that where cleanliness 
and propriety in habits prevail, comparative impunity from the 
effects of the scourge m^y be reasonably anticipated." 

But in few of our cities, has registration been more happily 
brought to bear on the detection of causes of cholera than in 
Providence. It appears by a letter of Dr. E. M. Snow to the 
Mayor of Providence, dated January 26, 1855, that 159 deaths by 
cholera were registered in Providence in 1854, that of these 140 
were on the East side of the river, which is the smaller half in 
population, and that all but 48 were in two particular neighbor- 
hoods, — ^64 being aloi>g the Canal where it was in a very offensive 
state, and 47 about Fox Point hill. In each case, distinct sources 
of disease were traced. The foul state of the canal is conclu- 
sively shown by Dr. Snow to have been the source of much extra 
mortality in one locality. In the other, about 25 deaths occurred 
on the top of the hill, which were probably " caused by the of- 
fensive effluvia from the numerous hog- pens located there. It , 
is difficult for any one who did not visit the^ place at that time to 
realize that so great a nuisance could exist in a place so elevated, 
and so freely exposed to the breeze from the harbor. I visited 
houses there, at that time, which were kept comparatively clean, 
and yet the stench was so great as to create a feeling of nausea," 
Of the 159 deaths, 126 were of Irish, or children of Irish parents ;. 
and 14 only were reported as American-born. 

Dr. Snow brought these facts before the City Government in a 
forcible letter, arguing that they and their predecessors for years 
past were responsible for many of these deaths, and the anxiety 
and suffering diffused through the whole city and State. The- 
results have been most happy; new regulations having beeib 
made for the removal of all kinds of nuisances, and a new vigor 
thrown into the execution of ordinances relating to public health 
In 1854, Boston had already prepared itself for the onset of chol- 
era, by visitation of the houses, cleansing of foul lanes, drains^ 
&c., and a general effort to remove all nuisances. '* In Boston," 
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says Dr. Snow, " with a foreign population of about 66,000, only 
261 deaths from cholera occurred, while in Providence, with a 
foreign population of about 13,000, and with a much more favor- 
able natural location, there were 159 deaths ; or three times as 
many in Providence as in Boston, in proportion to the foreign 
population." We have no doubt whatever that we too should 
suffer less, and have less deaths, from Cholera, if it were to visit 
us again, on account of the better administration of the Health 
Depai'tment. 

But these uses of registration, it is sai^, apply only to cities or 
large towns. We might show that other causes beside those aris- 
ing from crowding together human beings expose persons to chol- 
era, fever, and endemic diseases ; — and that these sources cannot 
be clearly exposed, except by means of registration. But there 
is another great destroyer, more fatal than cholera in cholera 
years, and which contributes in every month of every year to 
our lists of mortality, — consumption. No town in the State, as 
well as no year or month, is exempt from its ravages. It is true 
that, according to our returns^ no deaths from consumption would seem 
to have happened in Washington county , during the hist seven months 
of 1853. But this is not owing to any immunity from the disease. 
If it were, the county would be overrun vrith invalids in search of 
health. Two causes lead to this apparent absence of consump- 
tion. The large size of the towns, and the fact that a physician's 
practice commonly extends into several towns, make it more 
than ordinarily inconvenient to get returns to the Town-Clerks. 
But the great reason is indifference to this great public interest, 
an unwillingness to contribute to the general good at the expense 
of a few postage-stamps and a few hours' trouble in a year. We 
are sorry that a large body of physicians should show this lack 
of generous interest in their science and the public weal ; and 
when we contrast the scanty reports from many of our country 
towns, owing in very great part to the failure of physicians, with 
the vast amount of unpaid labor of this kind done by the medical 
men of England, or with the liberal and self-sacrificing spirit 
which has been characteristic of the profession, We are mortified 
in the comparison. 

Consumption is a disease primarily of the constitution, and some 
persons are bom with a predisposition to it. This predisposition 
juns in families, and is often indicated by well-known signs in 
itime to allow some measures of prevention. It is therefore very 
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important to know what influences tend to favor this disposition, 
and what make it less likely to realize itself in actual disease. 
Now this can only be tested by [information drawn from a great 
variety of sources, and to do it accurately, we need statistics. It 
is often thought that a person liable by his constitution to con- 
sumptive disease should avoid a business that will oblige him to 
be out in all kinds of weather. But English statistics have shown 
that the indoor occupations are more liable to develope the con- 
sumptive tendency than those followed out of doors. We have 
seen that consumption causes over one third more deaths 
in the same number of people in city than in country. And tak- 
ing London alone, the tradesmen are very nearly twice as liable 
to it as the professional men and gentry. This is ascribed by an 
able physician who investigated the subject deeply, to the close 
unventilated shops, in which complaint is often made that the 
condensed moisture and pent-up emanations injure goods,though 
their effect on health is not so apt to be thought of. Among 
laboring people, Dr. G-uy conclusively shows that men and wo- 
men who follow their employments out-of-doors, exposed to the 
inclement weather, are less subject to consumption, and when 
they do die with it reach a later age, than those who work in- 
doors, — though the latter, he states, have generally higher wages, 
and can consequently command better food, clothing and lodg- 
ing, and there is no general difference in their habits to explain 
the contrast in exposure to consumption. 

From very elaborate statistics. Dr. Guy estimates that nearly 
5000 deaths by consumption occur every year among the laboring 
population of England, from causes which might be removed, — 
causes mainly connected with the state of work-shops and dwell- 
ings. 

These English statistics show a similar difference between 
occupations requiring considerable bodily movement and exer- 
tion, and sedentary occupations. The latter have more deaths for 
the number engaged in them ; they have a greater ratio of con- 
sumptive deaths, and at an earlier age of life. Employments re- 
quiring muscular exercise are healthiest in persons under 20 
years old and in old age, " Sedentary employments and those re- 
quiring little exertion are more unfavorable to adult and middle 
age, but more favorable to old age, than those requiring greater 
effort; on the other hand, ismployments requiring great exertion 
. are unfavorable to youth and old age, but favorable to middle 



74 SECOND REGISTRATION REPORT. [1853-54 

age. Employments requiring little exertion prove fatal by in- 
ducing an excess of cases of pulmonary consumption : those re- 
quiring great exertion, by occasioning diseases of the air-passages 
and lungs, toward the commencement of old age." Compositors 
and press-men, working in the same rooms, with similar associations 
and habits, but the first using little muscular exertion, the second 
much, furnish a good chance for comparison. From the results 
of very extensive records, it appears that, in London, the ratio of 
consumptive cases is nearly one third greater with compositors 
than with press-men. 

We might extend these illustrations much farther, if we had 
time, and if we did not think they answered our purpose of show- 
ing the practical use of these statistics. 

It is clear that facts like these cannot be obtained except by 
organized systems of inquiry, and that if persons cognisant of the 
particular facts refuse or neglect to do their part in such a system, 
the general facts cannot be got at. It is clear that the general 
facts are of the highest practical value. Many a life may be saved 
by so choosing the occupation of a youth of consumptive family 
as to give him. the best chance for surviving the period of life for 
which this disease has so mouunful a partiality. It may be said, 
all this is very well for the English, but we are a different people, 
and what suits one may be bad for another. We answer, first, 
that the great laws of human life and health do not change by 
crossing any ocean, and, secondly, that no doubt the peculiarities 
of constitution are changed, and for that very reason, we ought to 
make like inquiries here, in the only way that can lead to convinc- 
ing, palpable results. The English results show that we may ex- 
pect to gain most valuable practical information by such means, 
and then leave it to us, by statistical investigation, to find out 
what truths hold in our own soil and climate. 

The loss of available power in society is not measured by the 
mortality alone, but by the amount of sickness, in addition to this. 
Disease, while it lasts, whether it end fatally or not, not only de- 
stroys the productive usefulness of the sick person, but absorbs the 
labor and wears on the resources of those who take care of him. 
"In manhood," says an English writer, "when one person in a 
hundred dies annually, two are constantly sick." Dr. Jarvis, of 
Massachusetts, calculated, six years ago, that in that State, there 
were 567,531 persons between fifteen and seventy years old, — 
within what might be considered the productive age, and of these • 
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14,421 were constantly sick. In weighing the importance of 
every means by which the causes of disease and death can be 
learned, this consideration is not to be overlooked. 

Finally, a Registration system must have time to show its val- 
ue, and its usefulness increases in a much larger ratio than the 
number of years that it continues in operation. Every year 
brings in better and better returns. It has been so in all other 
communities, as a general thing ; and we have no doubt, the idea, 
when it has once got root in the stiff soil of Rhode Island, will 
flourish and expand. Again, the usefulness of the results depends 
on their being compared with those of other years and other States. 
Hence the reports of five years will be worth more than five times 
as much as the reports of one year. The more numerous the facts, 
the longer the time they represent, — the nearer will they come 
to perfect truth. Lastly, time and the study given to the returns, 
year after year, suggest new branches of inquiry, and furnish ma- 
terials for answering many new questions. The system, there- 
fore, has a tendency in its very nature, to grow more useful, and 
to make its usefulness more obvious, with every advancing year. 
Let us hope that the wisdom of the Legislature will devise the 
best plans for carrying it into successful operation, and that all 
classes in the State who are called to contribute to it will become 
more and more convinced of its importance, and therefore yield a 
more intelligent and cheerful aid. 
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CAUSES OF DEATH IN COLORED PERSONS. 

RHODE ISLAND, JUNE Ist, 1853— DEC. 81st, 1854. 



CAUSES. 


NO. 1 CAUSES. 


1 NO. 


Cholera Infiintam, 


3 Hydrocephalus, 


6 


Cholera Morbus, 


1 Insanity, 


1 


Croap, 


2 Asthma, 


1 


Diarrhoea, 


1 'Bronchitis, 


8 


Dysentery, 


4 Consumption, 


29 


Fever, Typhus, 


1 Hydrothorax, 


1 


Measlos, 


liLungs, disease of. 


1 


Scarlatina, 


l|Pneumonia, 


5 


Cancer, 


1 Heart, disease of 


5 


Debility, 


1 Bowels, inflammation of 


1 


Dropsy, 


4 Peritonitis, 


1 


Marasmus, 


2 Old Age, 


4 


Scrofula, 


11 Accident, 


1 


Apoplexy, 


1 Burn, 


1 


Brain, disease of. 


1 Drowning, 


1 


Convulsions, 


4 Not Specified, 


9 


Delirium Tremens, 


1 Total, 


100 



BRISTOL. 

DEATHS FOR TEN YEARS, 1846—1855, INCLUSIVE. 

[Communicated by Bennet J. Munro, Esq.] 

Whole number of Deaths, 786. 

Number and Percentage of those by the more prominent causeSi 





MALES. 


F*MALE 


TOTAL. 


p. c. 


AGE AND REMARKS. 


Cholera Infantum, 






29 


3.69 




Cholera Morbus, ^ 












Diarrhoea, and > 


49 


86 


85 


10.81 




Dysentery, ) 












Croup, 


21 


10 


81 


8.94 




Erysipelas, 




. . 


35 


4.4521 adults, 14 children. 


Fever, Typhus, 


, , 


, , 


9 


1.14| 


Scarlatina, 


81 


20 


51 


6.49,Including 9 adults. 


Cancer, 


7 


8 


15 


1.91 All adults. 


Dropsies, 


26 


22 


48 


6.11 


Apoplexy, 


15 


5 


20 


2.54 All adults. 


Paralysis, 


18 


15 


28 


3.56 


(( « 


Consumption, 


41 


61 


102 


12.98 


«« (C 


Pneumonia, 


, , 


, , 


23 


2.93 




Child Birth, 


, , 


7 


7 


0.89 




Puerperal Fever, 
Old Age, 


24 


7 
84 


7 
58 


0.89 
7.88 


C Youngest 74, oldest 99 8-12, 
I nine over 90. 


Accidents, 


12 


1 


18 


1-65 


Drowning, 


18 


5 


23 


2.93:14 adults. 


Suicide, 


7 


•• 


7 


0.891 



80 
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Males 418, Females 868. Ages, under five, 323, from five to twenty, 61, twenty to 
fifty, 156, fifty to seventy, 110, seventy to ninety, 126, ninety to a hundred, 11. In 
1846, 68, in 1847, 49, in 1848, 74, in 1849, 78, in 1850, 66, in 1861, 77, in 1862, 89, 
in 1868, 90, in 1854, 87, in 1866, 128. 

WARREN. 

CAUSES OF DEATH FOR SIX TEARS, 1860—1855, INCLUSIVK 
[Communicated by Otis Bullock, M. D.] 





NO 


p. 0. 


Consumption, 


50. 


P, c. 


Cholera Infantum, 


10 


8.42 


68 


23.29 


Cholera Morbus, 


2 


0.68Hydrothorax, 


9 


3.08 


Croup, 


10 


3.42'Pneumonia, 


16 


6.14 


Diarrhoea, 


3 


1.03 Quinsy, 


1 


0.84 


Dysentery, 


6 


2.06!Heart, disease of 


3 


1.08 


Erysipelas, 


5 


1.71 


Ascites, 


8 


1.08 


Fever, bilious. 


2 


0.68 


Bowels, inflammation of 


4 


1.87 


Fever, typhus. 


6 


1.71 


CoUc, 


6 


1.71 


Hooping cough. 


4 


1.37 


Liver, disease of 


8 


1.08 


Scarlatina, 


8 


1.03 


Diabetes, 


1 


0.84 


Abscess, 


1 


0.34 


Puerperal, 


4 


1.87 


Cancer, 


8 


2.74 


Hip-disease, 


' 1 


0.84 


Decline, 


10 


8 42 


Rheumatism, 


2 


0.68 


In&ntUe, 


26 


8.90 


Old Age, 


9 


8,08 


Apoplexy, 


11 


8.77 


Accident, 


1 


0.84 


Brain, dropsy of, 


11 


8.77 


Drowning, 


1 


0.84 


Brain Fever, 


16 


5.48 


Unspecified, 


18 


4.46 


Paralysis, 


15 


6.14 








Tetanus, 


1 


0*34 


Total, 


292 





REMARKS ON THE RETURNS. 

In the First Report, remarks on the returns of each town were inserted in the Appen- 
dix, occupying more than 26 pages, closely printed. We have not time to extend similar 
observations to such length, nor should we think it desirable, if we could. We will 
merely call attention to a few of the most common faults and defects in the mode of 
making returns. 

The blanks are very often headed so as to say that they cover a different period from 
what they do. This &ult was much more common, it is probable, on account of the 
change in the law, which left a fractional period of seven months at the end of 1868, 
Hereafter, the registry year will begin and end with the calendar year ; and each town 
or city, it will be remembered, is asked to report the births, marriages, and deaths occur- 
ring within the year for which report is made. See Circular of the Secretary of State. 

The law requires births, marriages and deaths of non-residents to be arranged in a 
separate list, (Sec. 18.) 

It should be remembered that the sheets are to be bound in a volume for preservation. 
They should never be mutilated, nor should both sides be written on. 

It would be a great convejiience if the events recorded were arranged according to the 
dates of their occurrence. 

In towns where there are villages divided between two townships, the township should 
always be named as well as the village, in which a birth, marriage or death took place. 

As to Births, the most obvious defect is the absence of names of children bom. The 
parents have very seldom done their duty ; and births were reported by physicians, 
whose interest in the event of birth ceased before the child was named. It is for parents 
to see that their childrens' legal rights do not suffer for want of this authentic evidence 
of their origin. 
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As to MarriageSj the most frequent omission lias been of the naiaes of the parentsi 
especially the mothers, of parties married }— next most freqifent, of the birth-place of 
the parties. These are oftenest neglected in regard to brides. Many are reported from 
other towns than those where they were Solemnized. 

Deaths will never be properly reported, till physicians do their duty. They have 
wholly &iled to do sO) in many towns, fn particular^ deaths of children are unreported, 
and the causes of death are imperfectly given, or names of diseases used vaguely and 
incorrectly, wherever physicians do not make reports. In this part of the retumsi 
CONDITION means, either single, married or widowed. The years, months and days of 
the age should be given. 

From Tivertoui three births in one family are entered, which took place in 1847, '49 
and May '68,' and two in another fiimily which took place in Pawtucket, Massachusetts. 
One Death is entered on the page belonging to Births, in these words : ** There has been 
but one death restored in this office during the period above stated ; a white male, aged 
61, widower, a carpenter and fiirmer, born and always resided in Tiverton, disease not 
stated." What is meant by "the period above stated*' might be thought doubtful, 
ftt)m looking at the dates of the Births. But by the heading of the page, we learn that 
it is "from June 1st, 1863, to Deo. 31st, 1864,"— a liberal allowance of time to the 
anonymous carpenter and farmer. 

The Town Clerk of Richmond writes : •• This Record contains the names of some of 
the oldest inhabitants, and one of the oldest who was the last survivor in this town of the 
revolutionary war, [Silas Moore, aged 94 y., 6 m., 21 d., and deceased May 6, 1854.] 
The last death, June 30, 1864, [Reynolds Hoxie, aged 79 y., 8 m., 22 d.,] was of a 
person who had filled some of the first offices in this town ; was Representative to the 
Legislature for a number of years, and Justice of the Peace ; and served the town for 
forty years as Town Clerk, fix)m June 1812, to June 1862, and discharged the duties of 
said office in a very able and impartial manner. Halsey P. Clabk, Town Clerk." 

THIS CIRCULAR WAS SEKT TO THE SEVERAL CITY AND TOWN CLERKS, 
NEAR THE END OF THE YEAR 1855. 

Office of The Secretaet of State, ) 
Providence, November, 1866. y 

Deae Sib : — ^By referring to the late •* Act on the Registration of Births, Marriages, 
and Deaths," published in the " Appenctix " to the last St^te Report, p. 186, sec. 1, you 
"Will learn that it becomes your duty to obtain, chronologically record, index, &c., &c , 
all information concerning Births, Marriages, and Deaths, in your town * « * ♦ ^ and, 
on or before the first day of February, 1856, to make your returns thereof up to Decem- 
ber 3lBt, 1855. 

As our Returns have been heretofore very meagre from m?my of the country towns, we 
now, under our present efficient organization, indulge the hope that greater and more 
successfiil effi)rts may be made by each town clerk to render them the present year more 
perfect. 

The compensation allowed by the act is deemed ample for securing all the facts re- 
quired, and should your physicians, clergymen, and undertakers, have failed to report 
legally, you can, it is hoped, secure some trusty and fiiithful individual in your town for 
a certain proportion of the fee, whom you can appoint to visit every family therein and 
procure personally the fects required. In the city of Providence, our clergymen report 
thoroughly all marriages, and our physicians are equally prompt in reporting every 
death ; — parents are the only delinquents in reporting the births ; — the latter, however* 
are completely returned by agents appointed to take the number of births in each and 
every house. In this connection, I would add, that the registry of all births ia of the 
highest importancoj as by this public record alone, in instances wherein both parents have 
deceased^ can the child prove his place of nativity, in cases of descent of property ; or 
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again) in cases of ^pauperism, secure a legal settlement and consequent protection from 
the place of his natural Mrth, — a matter of yital importance to either rich or poor. 
Again, I would particularly impress upon clerks the subjoined important points : First, 
neyer curtail or mutilate a sheet of Blanks ; and, secondly, never record on both sides 
6t the sheet) unless preyiously stitched together in book form so as to be readily bound 
together, as all such imperfect returns we are compelled to re-copy before binding for 
preseryation ; thirdly, return no &ct8 of either births, marriages, or deaths that do not 
occur within the year 1855^ 

Sy giving particular attention to all of the aboye suggestions and requests, you will 
not only greatly benefit your own community, but particularly oblige. 
Your Obedient Servant, 

JOHN R. BABTLETT, Secretary of State. 

. COPIES OF THE BLANKS DISTRIBUTE IN THE STATE FOR RETURNS. 

BETUBN OF A BIBTH. 



Date of Birth* 
Name of Child. 
Sex. 
Color. 

No. of Child. 
6v Place of Birth* 

7. Father^s Name. 

8. Mother's Name. 



1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
6. 



9. Color of Parents. 

10. Residence of Par^its. 

11. Father's Occupation. 

12. Mother's Occupation. 
. Birth-place of Father. 
, Birth-place of Mother. 
I Remarks. 



Informant 



N. B. At Nos. 4 and 9 state whether White, Black, or Mulatto. At No. 5 state 
whether 1st) 2d) 8d, &c. child. If the child is still-bom be particular to state the fact at 
No. 15. 

BETUSN OF A HABBIAOE» 



1. !Date of Marriage. 

2. Place of Marriage. 
8. Name of Groom. 
4. Name of Bride. 

6. Residence of Groom* 
6* Residence of Bride. 

7 . Age of Groom. 

8. Age of Bride. 

9. Occupation of Groom* 

N. B. At No. 16, state whether 1st) 2d, 3d, &c. marriage of each. 



10* Birth-place of Groom. 

11. Birth-place of Bride. 

12. Groom's Father's Name. 

13. Groom's Mother's Name. 

14. Biids's Father's Name. 

15. Bride's Mother's Name. 

16. No. of Marriage. 

17. By whom Married. 

18. His Official Station. 



BETURN OF A DEATH. 



1. Date of Death. 

2. Name. 

3. Age. 

4. Residence. 

5. Street and No. 

6. Sex. 

7. Color* 



Kam6. 

Date of Death. 

Disease. 



8. Condition. 

9. Occupation. 

10. Where Bom* 

11. Father's NamO. 

12. Mother's Name. 
18. Parentage. 

14. Where Buried. 

Informant 
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Physician* 

N. B. At 1^0, B, slate wliethei^ inarried or single, widow or widowen At No* 13, 
state whether parents were Aineii^&h^ trish« French, &Cv 
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THE REGISTRATION AtiT. 

Passed at the October Session, 1854. 
A.N ACT to proyide for a Kegistration of Births, Marriages and Deathti. 
Whereas, in the administration of justice, or upon the important siihject of State pauper- 
ism,, (and even in the pursuits of priTate life,) it has often been found difficult, from the death 
of witnesses, as Well as from other causes, to prdve the birth, marriage, or death of persons, 
whereby the rights of many have been sacrificed, and great wrongs have been inflicted upon 
individuals and the community ; and whereas, important truths deeply affecting the physi- 
cal welfare of mankind, srre to be drawn from a knowledge of the number of births, deaths, 
HI marriages, that, during a term of years, may occur, or may be contracted TTithin the limits 
of a States Therefore, 
It is enacted by the General Assembly asfoUotos: 

Section U The clerks of the several towns and cities in this State, are hereby authorized 
and required to obtain, chronologically record, and index, as re<}uiredby the forms prescribed 
by the third section of this act, all information concerning births, marriages, and deaths, oc-. 
curring amongst the inhabitants of their respective towns and t;ities, and t)n or before the 
first day of February, annually, to make duly certified returns thereof, to the Secretary of 
State, for each year, ending on the thirty-first day of December, accompanying the tame, 
with a list of those individuals required by law to make returns to him, who have neglectcfd 
the same, and with such remarks relating to the object of the law, as he may deem impor- 
tant to communicate. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the Secretary of State to receive the returns made in pnr»- 
suance of the preceding section, and annually, with such assistance as shall be irendered by 
any authorized Committee of the Rhode Island Medical Society, to make and publish, ^not 
exceeding seven hundred and fifty copies,) a general Abstract and Report thereof, in form 
as prescribed by section third of this act. He shall also cause said returns to be arranged, 
fall alphabetical indexes of all the names to be made, the whole to be bound in convenient 
sized volumes, and carefully preserved in his office, for which he shall receive the sum of fifty 
dollars. 

See.^. The blank forms required to cacry out the provisions of this act, shall, on appli- 
^cation, b« furnished by the Secretary of State, to clergymen, physicians, \indertakers, town 
and city clerks, clerks of the Society of Friends, and. other persons reqniring them, substan*. 
tially after the following terms, vizx The.record of a birth, shall state the date and place of 
birth, name and sex of the child, whether living or still- bom ; also, the name aud surname, 
t^olor, occupa<iion, residence, and birth-place of the parents, and time of recording, as far as 
the same can.be ascertained. The record of a marriage, shall state the date of the marriage, 
place, name, residence, and official station of thepetson by whom married, names, and sur- 
names of the parties, color, occupation, and residence of each, condition, (whethersingle dt 
widowed ;) what marriage. If second, third, &c. ; the occupation, birth-place, and name of 
their parents, and the time of recording, as.far as the same can be ascertained. The tecord 
of deaths, shall state the date of death, name and surname of the deceased, the sex, color, 
and condition, (single or mairied,) age, -occupation, place of death, place of birth, names and 
birth-place of parents, disease or cause of death, and the timeof recording, so far as can be 
ascertained. 

Sec, 4. Of Marriages. Every Society of Friends, clergyman, and all others authorized 
to join pers«ons in marriage, shall make a faithful record of every such rite performed by 
them, (in manner and form aforesaid,) and return the same on or before the second Monday 
of every month, for the last preceding month, to the clerk of the city or town in which such 
4rite shall have been performed, and no marriage shall be solemnized until the parties shall 
have furnished to the authority about solemnizing it, the information hereinbefore required. 
*Sec.5. Of Births. As a large number of births annually taSce place without the assis- 
tance or intervention of strictly professional aid, it shall be the duty of each and every pa- 
«nt to make returns to said city or town clerk, of the bhrth of each of his or her children> 
in^nanner and form aforesaid, at least within ten days after the same shall have occurred. 

Sec. 6. Of Deaths, It shall be the duty of each and ^ery practising physician, or sur- 
geon, of whatever character, to keep a -faithful record, and ^ make returns as aforesaid, on 
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or before the second Monday of each month, of every death occurring in his or her profes- 
sional practice, within the State, during the last preceding month. If without attendance 
of physician, the coroner shall make returns as above. ^ 

Sec. 7. Of UndertaJcers. There may be appointed by the city and town authorities, a 
sufficient number of persons to act as undertakers, removable at the pleasure of said author- 
ities, whose duty it shall be to keep a faithful record of all interments by them made, sta- 
ting where the individuals died, and where they were buried, and to make returns on or be- 
fore the second Monday of every month, as aforesaid. 

See. 8. Any city or town may enact municipal laws, more effectually to obtain the objects 
herein contemplated : Providedf they do not conflict with the main and specific object of this 
■act, viz., to procure the most perfect registration. 

Sec. 9. Of Fees. The city and town clerks shall receive for each record of a birth, mar- 
triage, or death, made and returned, as required by law, ten cents, to be paid to them out of 
their respective city and town treasuries : Provided^ that the yearly compensation to any . 
one town clerk, who shall faithfully perform the duties prescribed by this act, shall not be 
•less than five dollars. 

Sec. 10. Of Penalties. If any clergyman, physician, undertaker, town or city clerk, 
-clerk of any meeting of the society of Friends, or other person, shall vrilfuUy neglect or re- 
fuse to perform any of the duties imposed on, or required of him or her, by this act, oi* 
-should any one not legally authorized, assume to discharge any of said duties, he or she 
-shall, at the discretion of the court or justice trying the cause, on conviction thereof, be 
fined not exceeding twenty dollars, for each and every offence, to be recovered by complaint 
and warrant, one half ther<^of to the use of the town or city, in which the offence shall oc- 
fcur, the other half to the person who shall prosecute for the same 

Sec. 11. No letters of administration, or letters testamentary, shall be granted by any 
•court of probate, upon the effects or estate of any person, until the death of such person, of 
"the facts from which the same is presumed, shall be duly certified, as near as may be, to the 
town clerk, in order that the same may be duly registered according to the provisions of 
this act. 

Sec. 12. The said books or registers, or a certificate duly certified by the town clerk and 
tiuthenticated by his seal of office, as containing a full copy of the record of any marriage, 
birth, death, shall hereafter be admitted in any court in this Slate SLsprima facie proof of any 
marriage, birth, or death. 

Sec. 13. Births, marriages, and deaths of non-residents, shall be distinguished from those 
■of residents in the returns, by behig arranged separately. The Secretary of State may, from 
time to time, vary the forms of returns, and require such additional information as he may 
consider necessary, to effect the object of this act. 

Sec. 14. In order that it may be more surely ascertained that no clergyman, physician, 
coroner, undertaker, or clerk of the society of Friends, neglects making the returns specified 
in this act, each and every one shall cause his or her name and residence, to be recorded in 
the clerk's office of the towm or city, where he or she resides. 

Sec. 15. This act shall go into effect from and after the first day of January, eighteen 
"hundred and fifty-five, and from and after that time, all acts and parts of acts inconsistent 
Iherewith, shall be deemed and taken to be repealed. 
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